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THE 


HE chief Controverfies between the Church of 
England and the Church of Rome have of late 
been managed to the beſt advantage on both fides. 


The more judicious ſeem to be ſatisfy d, and others to be - 


tired out with a cloſe and eager debate of above two years 
continuance ; all ſeem to be ſettled now, and fixed in their 


Principles, and every one ſees, or thinks he ſees on which - 


fide the Truth lies. I am confident all has been ſaid for 


Popery that can be ſaid, though I am not ſo well aſſured © 
that much more might not bave been ſaid againſt it, which - 


bas been ſpared out of a regard to our common Chriſtianity, 


and to Religion in general, befides the reſpeft due to a great - 


and gratious Prince of that Communion. But our Adverſas, 
ries have not been wanting to their ewn Cauſe in this oppor= 


tenity, nor in the leaſt favourable to ours. At firſt, they . 


would ſeem to be ſatisfied, if they could be truly repreſen- 


ted, and rightly wnderſtood ; but thoſe colours were ſoon . 
wiped off, and ſomething muſt be done to blacken us, when . 


they could not appear ſo lovely as they defired. Laborious 


attempts therefore have been made againſt the chief Points . 


of the Reformation ; againſt our Office of the Euchariſt, 


ainſt our Church-Gruernment and Ordination, and all 


this by a Perſon who has been ſo little convinced by theſe 
Books, that while he had them by him, he livd in our 
Communion for many years, hewever now they come t6-0pe= 
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rate upou him: but | they have no ſpeedier effect upon others 
than they have had upon him, they ſeem to be defigned 
for the Converſion of the next Age, and indeed they hi- 
therto have had but little ſucceſs upon this. But I leave 
him to God and to his own Conſcience, though the world may 
juſtly expett an Account from him, to ſhew that any thing 
has been ever ſaid ta:give us a worſe Repreſentation of Po- 
pery than ſuch a Prattice may doe. Tu certain, nothing 
has been left unattempted which might” blemiſh' the Church 
of England in its Dottrine, or in its dat) And to 
give the Work. its laſt and heroick Turn, and ſhame Men:into 
a ſenſe of Religion, and into a true Notion of the Catholick 
Church, Beaſts have been made to diſpute in the Magni- 
ficence of Verſe above the ordinary capacities. of Men, and 
if this fails to work upon a ſullen and inate Age, nothing 
cau ever doe it, Herein the Authour follows the wiſedom 
of the Ancients, who were wont to inſtill their Dottrines by 
Fables and Allufions ; but, as his mapner is, he has mighti- 
ly improv'd this way, beyond whatever the Ancients knew. 
For. their Beaſts were wont to ſpeak as you would imagin 
Beaſts to do, if they had the uſe of ſpeech ; but his Beaſts 
are all Heroes, and exceed moſt Men that ever I met with. 
Aſop and Phadrus were content with Beaſts as they found 
them ; onely they made them prate after a. brutiſh kind of 
Faſhion. Horace's Brutes too were as. unheroical Brutes 
as any of Alop's, and Virgil himſelf. could not advance his 
Beaſts one pitch above their nature :. no, his Monarch. of 
the Bees did not, that I can underſtand, make one heroical 
Buz, But our Poet, to the confuſion of Mankind, has made 
Brutes ſpeak ſuch rare things as. no. Man ever ſpoke, nor 
perhaps can underſtand. 
' Tet after all that has been ſaid in Verſe or in Proſe. 
againſt us, or in behalf of the Church of Rome, 1 am not 
convinced but that fhe u the ſame Church of Rome ſtill, 
which ſhe_was an hundred. years ago ; nay, ſhe would. nat. be; 
thought 
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thought otherwiſe, that were as much as her Infallibility iv 
worth, There u not the leaſt concern of ours to diſcover 
the Church of Rome to be worſe than ſhe is now repreſented 
ro be, but we ſhould be glad if we were miſtaken, and could 
find her ſo much altered for the better. It were inexcuſable 
in us to diſlike, or not to acknowledge any thing of a Refor- 
wation, which was carried on here by degrees, and we 
pray God to proſper any Beginnings of it in other Countries : 
but if the Church of France muſt be put upon us for the 
whole Roman-Catholick Church, and the Sentiments of 
ſome particular Men = the Dottrines of that Church ; if 
we muſt be perſuaded that all the varieties and diverfities 
of Opinions in the Charch of Rome have ever been infalli- 
ly the ſame, and that Italy will ſubſcribe to what France 
ſhall dittate, or that. even all or the greateſt part of the 
Clergy of France will agree to the Biſhop of Meaux's ſoft- 
wings and refinings ; theſe are ſtrange things and will not 
readily be admitted. France has indeed all the Learning 
of the Roman Communion confined in a manner within it 
ſelf, and ſeems to ſet up for an Empire of Arts and Reli- 
gion as well as of Arms, and that muſt needs paſs for Ca- 
tholick Dottrine that has ſo much Learning, and ſo many 
Legions to defend it. The Jeſuits have a known diſtinftion 
between the Popery of France and the Popery of Rome, as 
F. Cotton confeſſed in the Point of Allegiance : and they 
are of late much concerned for the Intereſt of the French _ 
Church, and for the Pope's infallibility even in matters of 
Fatt at the ſame time, ſo that if at any time by the Power 
of France they can get a Pope of ther Society, by virtue 
of a very convenient Dottrine, that the Pope may chuſe his 
own Succeſſour, they have at once an infallible and a perpe» 
tual Pope, and then the Jeſuits Morals may be Goſpeh, 
though the preſent Pope has term'd them ſcandalous ; but 
that may be ſcandalous at one time which is not ſo at another. 
[ Suarez afſerts,: that the Pope may change the manner. of 
Election. 
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- Poſter. Diſputat. 22. Sect. 6.) 

'Tu certain that Popery is carried on in all its heights 
' even in France it ſelf, and the Gallican Privileges betray- 
6d by that very ſort of Men who would now be thought the 
chief defenders of them. The Authonr of a Book entituled, 
The Pernicious Conſequences of the new Hereſie of the 
Jeſuirs againſt the King and the State, publiſhed Febr. 1. 
NDCLXIL. being an Advocate of Parliament, complains that the 
opinion of the Pope's infallibility bad got ground in trance, 
and that there was great likelihood of its ſpreading daily, 
it peing the —_ opinion of the eluits, who are a waſ 
Body diffuſed throughout all parts of the world, and have 
the Education of Touth wherever they come. Duvall ex- 
.deavoured to introduce this Dottrine into the Sorbon, bat 
attempted it warily, ſaying, that neither the one nor the 
other fide of rhe (Queſtion is de fide. But t be was al 
his life in great favvnr at Rome, yet has be jouce beea we- 
iy #4 treated by F. Raynaud a Jeſuit at Lyons for hrs 
great cantion and reſtramt in a matter of that import ace. 
(p. 85, 86.,) he ſhews that this Dodtrine by de gamed 
ground, til the Jeſuits growing alaily more iafclenr procer- 
ded to that extravagant Thefis of the College of Clermont, 
'whereen they dared to maintain publickly in the mee of 
Paris at ſelf, and ie the face of the Park , that Jo- 
ſus Chrilt has given to all Popes, whenever they fhaZ 
e Cathedra, the ſame Infallebility himſelf bail, as well in 
enatters of Fatt as of Right. Great care u takes to 
ul Books which thwart this Dottriee, anal to publiſh anal 
give credit to ſuch as may infaſe it. Bavonius anel bes 

Continuators are the Autheurs for /1iftory chiefly rweonee, 
and theſe without coming near him in his Exce eweies, aw- 


finitely ſurpaſs him tn bis Faults. He particalardy obferwes 
Raynaldus zo have berw a Man without the Spirit .of an 
Eooleaſtick, without ſtyle, without judgment, without fin- 


certty, 
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cerity, without credit, yer- he had the boldneſs to dedicate 
his eighteenth Tome to the French Clergy, and preſented it 
to the. Aſſembly of the Clergy, 1660 ; and though this 
Dottr ine of the Authority of Conneils is every where ſtyled 
Schiſmatical and Feretical, the.Pragmatick Sanction vi- 
lified, the Council of Baſil outraged, and all the Popes who 
poſſeſſed the See in Avignon during the Schiſm pronounced 
Antipopes, who are the onely Popes that France has acknow- 
ledged, though the moſt endeferfibl pretnc of the Church 
of Rome are every where juſtified, yet all the disfavour 
or diſcouragement that Book met with was, that Raynal- 
dus did not receive a Letter of thanks from the French 
Clergy, as he expetted, but no Sentence being paſſed upon 
it, this filence, as my Authour obſerves, will be one day 
taken for a: tacit approbation, and the Abettors of the 
Court of Rome belreve with great reaſon that they have 
however gained a main point, fince there has been nothi 
poſitively done againſt ſuch a Work preſented to the wy 
Clergy, beſides the advantage gained by having ſuch Books 
received and read without prohibition, that may inſtill 
thoſe Principles, (p. 94, &c.) whereas the Epiſcopal De- 
crees of the Biſhops of France have-been treated by the 
Biſhops of Rome to that degree of indignity as to be ran- 
ged among the. condemned Books , without vouchſafing et- 
ther to clear it with the Biſhops before Cenſure, or to rew- 
der them any Account of what they thought amiſs after- 
wards, (p.71.) S | 
After all the hideous onteries againſt Richerins, when 
he requeſted of a certain Biſhop, one of Cardinal Perron's 
intimate Friends, that he might have a _ hearing, aud 
liberty alow'd him to offer what he had to ſay in defence 
of his Book: de Ecclefiaſtica Poteſtate, the Biſhop freely 
told him, that he had made himſelf ſo many Enemies, not 
by writing Erroars but. too plain and anpleafing Truths, 
that though there was nothing. conld be diſproved in his 
(a) Book, 
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Book, yet the Church-men had much rather have their ſole 
dependence on the Pope, than to have the perpetual trouble 
and diſſatisfattion of appearing before Secular Judges. + 
(Richer. Pref. ad Conc. Gen.) The Pope promiſed the D. 
of Eſpernon a Cardinalſhip for his Son, if he would deliver 
him Richerius into the Inquiſition ; whereupon he was 
thruſt into Priſon : but the whole Univerſity of Paris in- 
terceded for him to the Parliament, and upon a full hea- 
ring he was releaſed : but the Pope recompenſed the Duke's 
good will with the promiſed reward to his Son. And when 
Richelien requeſted a red Hat of Urban the Bogiel, fer his 
Brother, Richerius's retrattation was the price muſt be paid 


for it. The Apoſtolick Notary comes to Paris and is enter- 
tained by F. Joſeph a Capuchin, who having left his Con- 
went then lived in the City. This F. Joſeph was Richelieu's 
Confeſſour, and was employ'd by him to prepare all buſineſs 
firſt, and then to bring it to him. Butillerius Pater, & 
Joſephus Capucinus negotia cruda accipiunt, coca ad 
Cardinalem deferunt. ( Grot. Lett. 375. Par. 1.) Jn Ea- 


fter Week, an acquaintance of F. Joſeph's, one of the Sor- 
bon, and a great Friend, as he pretended, to Richerius, 
zs ſent to the good Man to invite him in F. Joſeph's name 
zo dinner, that ſo he might give his opinion in a point of 
Controverſie. Richerius excuſed it, ſaying he never fre- 
quented Feaſts, but he would wait upon him after Dinner, 
but being preſſed to come, not to be uncivil, he comply d. 
As ſoon as Dinner was done, a Queſtion was defignedly 
mov'd, concerning the Pope's Authority, of which when Ri- 
cherius diſcourſed, modeſtly, as his manner was, F. Joſeph 
tells him, now, ſays he, you muſt either retra@ your Book, 
which you formerly writ, de Eccleſiaſtica & Politica Pote- 
ſtate, or die for it : at that certain Ruffians ruſhed forth 
armed from behind the Hangings, and threatned to mur- 
ther him : in this dreadfull ſurprize, the poor old Max 
ſubſcribed a Retrattation ready prepared and draws up 


for 
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for him, and immediately was carried home : where, when 
he conſidered what he had done, he wrote this Account of 
the buſineſs to his Friend Moriſotus, lamenting extremely 
his own timorouſneſs and fainting ander this Calamity ſo 
much more grievous than Death to him, be had ſcarce ſea- 
led his Letter, but flinging himſelf upon his Bed, he dy'd. 
( Claudii Barthol. Moriſoti Epi. ad Carelum in fin. Vin- 
dic. Dottr. &c. Rich. 1b. 4. p. 100.) How little better 
Launoy fared , is ſufficiently known from an Account of his 
Life, lately printed at Londen. 

Whilſt theſe are the proceedings againſt the Advocates 
for the Gallican Church, its Adverſaries are encoaraged , 
and their Works in high eſteem. The Abridgment of the 
Councils by Coriolanus was printed at Paris, and reviſed 
a Dr. of the Faculty, though all the contrary Maxims to the 
Dottrine of the Gallican Church, are ſet at the beginning of 
the Book as ſo many Catholick Dottrines. And the Councils 
are publiſhed by men devoted to the Pope : for the Jeſuites 
have ever had the Government of the Royal Preſs; and in 
printing the Councils have left in the Life of Boniface the 
Eighth, theſe outragious words, as the Advocate juſtly 
terms them, againſt a France, Philippum Pulchrum Gal- 
liz Regem juſte excommunicavit, and this printed at the 
King's Houſe, at his own Charges, (New Hereſie, p.100.) 
Nor u there the leaſt intimation given that that Pope ex- 
ceeded his Authority , when he threatned to depoſe him , 
(vit. Bonif. Oftavi, Tom. 28. pag. 676.) And though 
Coſlartius takes notice that Binius was miſtaken in ſaying, 
Philip was juſtly excommunicated, whereas he was not in- 


' deed at all excommunicated, yet is not one word ſaid , but 


that he might deſerve to be excommunicated, or any thing 
to the contrary, but that the Pope did very well in threatning 
him with Depofition, (Conc. Labbe,Tom.. part. 2.p. 1389.) 
The judicious Advocate abovementioned, foreſaw what 
was to be expetted from this laſt Edition of the Councils , 
(a2) which 
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which was then in hand , for Labbe had cauſed a Draught 
of the Wark to be printed , and I am apt to think , that 
through this Authour's Complaint the Council of Baſil had 
more right done it than otherwiſe it would have bad. But 
the Treatifes prefix't in the Apparatus are ſuch as quite 
overthrow the Gallican Privileges, and the Dottrines pecu- 
liar to that (Rn. For Cardinal Jacobatius, de Conciliis, 
ets-bimſelf ely to prove the Superiority of the Po 
- a C wade gp pu aL all Objettives —_ zt, (lib. = 
P-519. in Appar. Concil. Labbe: ) and in plain terms de- 
ies the Authority of the Decrees of Conſtance ; and ma- 
ting of of thoſe Gs Evafions , that theſe Decrees were 


to take place onely in the times of Schiſm between two con- 
tending Popes, or in caſe of Herefte, or that it was no ge- 
eral Conſtitution , but limited to the preſent exigency of 
Afﬀairs; in fbort, he denies that any Conſtitution of a Coun- 
cil can bind the Poge, becauſe he has no Superiour but God ; 
and ſo in all points he palpably contradifts the Dottrine of 


the French Church, ( p. 536.) Paulus Fabulottus, de Po- 
teſtate Papz ſupra Concilium, proves his Tenets by al 
manuer of Arguments from Scripture , from Reaſon , from 
Hiſtory, from Fathers and from Councils ; and in his fifth 
Chap. where he fhews the Pope's Superiority from Councils, 
be ſhews particularly that the French ought not to except 
ainſt the Authority of the laſt Comncil of the Lateran, 
they acknowledge its Authority in enjoying the Pri- 
wileges granted them in the Bull of Leo. the Tenth, which 
confirwed it; and it iy unreaſonable , ſays be, that they 
ſhould aflow it when it makes for their advantage, and re. 
jef it in other matters, (Fabulott. 2b. p. 69, Jo.) He pres 
tends to ſhew that Martin the Fifth did by his Bull retradl 
the Decrees of the Fourth and Fifth Sefhons of Con- 
ſtance, made, ſays he, in Schiſm, 2 appointing the Queſtion 

40 be put to all ſuſpefted of Herefie, An c 
Pontificem in Dei Eccleſia ſupremam habere TY 
Cn 


If 
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« Vhether they believe that the Pope has ſupreme Power- 
* in the Church of God? And ſo turns the Council - of 
Conſtance «pox the French, (ib.) I» a word, he concludes, 
That whoever perfiſts obſt inately in the contrary Opinion, a« 
Sainſt ſo many Councils, ( for he produces no fewer than 
Ax, whereof that of Conſtance is the ſecond ) muſt needs 
x an Heretick. He particularly anſwers the Objettions 
rought from the Council # Conſtance i» the uſual manner ; 
as for the Council of Baſil, he ſays, all Catholicks confeſs 
it was not a lawful Council, when it defined Councils to 
be above the Pope. At laſt he concludes with admiration , 
that any one ſhould, to the deſtruttion of his Soul, be ſo per- 
we rſe as to call in queſtion ſo certain a Truth, eſtabliſhed 
on ſoſtrong Arguments and ſo great Authorities. Caranza 
maintains the Popes Infallibility, and ſays, it was ne- 
ver doubted of "till the Councils of Conſtance aud Baſil, 
(Controver. 3. p. 112. in Appar. Labbeti. ) He ſpends his 
fourth Controverſie in ſhewing, againſt theſe two Councils, 
that Pope's are againſt General Councils. Petrus de Mon- 
te in bis Monarchia, runs as high as any of the reſt, and, 
to make a Pope a complete Monarch , exempts the Clergy 
from the Obedience, and their Poſſeſſions from the Domini- 
ons of temporal Princes. (in Apparat. p. 155.) But Jaco- 
batius, if it be poſſible, goes beyond this. For he maintains 
/ Depofing Power , and affirms, that the Pope alone may 
poſe Emperours and Kings , and whomſoever he pleaſes , 
and particularly the King of France, and this without the 
advice and concurrence of his Carainals ; he makes no doubt 
of his d, "Power, the onely (Queſtion is, whether he can 
doe it alone without his Cardinals, and he determives. im 
the Affirmative, ( ibid. pag. 329. ) ſo little regard i t0 
be had to that which is eſteemed the Doftrine of the French 
Church, and which ſome would have ws think is the Ro- 
man-Catholick Dottrine 5. and the Dottrine againſt the 
Pope's. Infallibility, the Sententia Pariſienfnum , as - . 
cage 
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called in contempt, is every where decryed even in Paris it 
ſelf. 

Te Jeſuits at Cologne laid down this Rule, In Cenſu- 
ra Colonienfr, fol. 132. If any Man examin the Doctrine 
of the Pope by the Rule of God's Word, and ſeeing that 
it is different, chance to contradiCt it, let him be roo- 
ted out with Fire and Sword, ( Walſh Iriſh Remonſtr. 
Treat. 4. p.61.) And both the Clergy and People of the 
Roman Communion in Ireland generally hold the Pope's 
Tnfallibility, being influenced by the Jeſuits, as they 
are in moſt places. Inſomuch that in MDCLXVI. they 
refuſed to ſign the three laſt of the fix Propoſitions which 
the Sorbon in MDCLAXIIL had preſented to the moſt Chri- 
tian King, and to apply them as they did the firſt three, 
to his Majeſty of Great Britain, and His Subjefts, though 
they contain nothing but an Aſſertion of the King's Prero- 
gatives, and a Denial of the Pope's Infallibility , (Iriſh 
Remon. Treat. 3. p.23. ) and Treat. 4. p. 58.) This we 
are told by One who is an Advocate for Popiſh Loyalty, and 
it is confeſſed by Another who made it the Buſineſs of his 
Life to write againſt the Depoſing Dottrine, that this ts the 
Dottrine moſt generally recerved amongſt thoſe of that Com- 
munion. | Neque quenquam movere debet, ut alias ob- 
ſervavi, ( in Apol. num. 4. 49. utt citatur in margine, ) 
quod opinio hxc, quz Summo Pontifici hanc poteltatem 
tribuit, communio ſit quam oppoſita, plureſque Docto- 
res.eam ſequantur, &c. ] (Widrington, Diſcuil. Diſcuſſi- 
onis Pref.) So little ſecurity have we that Popery is the 
Same thing in France that it is at Rome and in other Po- 
piſh Countries, or that the Biſhop of Meaux's Expoſition 
is good Popery, even in Paris it ſelf. But that which is the 
Dottrine generally taught, we are often told by the Guide, . 
# equivalent to the Definitions of a General Council, inaſ- 
much as no Council can be known to be general, nor conſe« 
quently to-teach true DoFrine, but by the Reception it 

: meets 
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meets with from the Church, and ſo the Miſrepreſenters 
will be found to be thoſe that ſoften and palliate Popery , 
contrary to the ſenſe of the moſt of that Communion. 

I am ſure Cardinal Poole and his Synod at Lambeth, 
MDLVI. were for Popery as it is at Rome, they did not 
content themſelves to fetch it from France. For they re- 
cerve the Bulla Cane, equalling its Authority even to the 
Decrees of General Councils and Apoſtolical Traditions ; 
and they profeſs to own the full extent of Power attributed 
to the Pope by the Council of Florence, ( Decret. 2. ) and 
they quote it in the uſual form, Quemadmodum etiam in 
geltis OEcumenicorum Conciliorum & in Sacris Cano- 
nibus continetur ; #0, Quemadmodum &, &c. as we are 
now taught to reade it according to the true Tranſlation , 
( vid. Walſh Lett. to the Biſhop of Lincoln. p. 274. ) if 
ſuch a nicety will make any material difference ; and this 
was done by Cardinal Poole, by wirtue of his Legantine 
Power in a Provincial Synod, 

However, the conſtant Appeal now is from the Senti- 
ments of Private Men and particular Synods , to the Defi- 
nitions of General Councils, which are appealed to with as 
much confidence, as if not one of them hl ever been ſuſpec- 
ted or called in queſtion, but were all of undoubted Autho- 
rity , whereas there is indeed nothing more ſuſpetted, tha 
the credit of moſt of them, and the chief Tenets of Popery 
will be found to have but little Authority LR General 
Councils ; The Worſhip of Images will tand in great need 
of the ſecond Council of Nice ; and Tranſubſtantiation , 
Auricular Confeſſion, &c. will want ſupport from the fourth 
of the Lateran ; and, in ſhort, it will be almoſt as difficult 
to defend. the Councils brought to authorize them, as to de- 
fend the Doftrines themſelves. I think I have made it 
evident that this Argument from the Authority of Coun- 
cils will be as unſucceſsful as all other Arguments have his 
. therto proved : for it is a vain thing to attempt by any 


means 
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The PREFACE. 


means the Defence of a Cauſe which will not be defended. 
But in my Opinion the famous Mr. Schelſtrate has goxe 
the fartheſt towards the finding out an Expedient which 
may be of equal force in all Controverfies. For in the year 
MDCLXXXV. he put out a Book intituled, Diſlertatio A- 
pologetica de Diſciplina Arcani again/ Erneſtus Tentzeli- 
us, a Lutheran Divine, in defence of his Commentaries 
upon the ſecond Canon of the Council of Antioch. In this 
Book he ſhews, that the Church concealed her Dotrines a 
long time, and that the ſtream of Tradition, like ſome Ri- 
vers, ran for a great way under ground, till at laſt it broke 
out and diſcovered it ſelf in this Age or that Council. 
If you enquire why we reade nothing of Tranſubſtantiation 
in Ancient Authours. The Anſwer is very eafie and ready ; 
Diſciplina Arcani : (p. 150, 151. ) Why the Fathers did 
ot aſſert the Worſhip of Images > Diſciplina Arcani : 
(p. 124. ) Why the Doftrine of the Trinity was mot clear- 
ly taught before the Council of Nice ? Diſciplina Arcani: 
( p.-10,—17.) Why we have no Accounts of the Seven 
Sacraments before the ſeventh Century 2 Diſciplina Arcani: 
(p. 104,—106.) Why the Writings of St. Denys the A- 
reopagite /ay ſo long concealed? Diſciplina Arcani : (p.120.) 
And ſo for any Novelty elſe Diſciplina Arcani ſ+{ returns 
_= you , and it is ſo great a Charm, that ſome would 
e almoſt afraid. of it, for it has a ſtrange faculty of mas 
king every thing look aged that it can but come near. This 
Difciplina Arcani 5s an occult Quality to ſalve all Diffical- 
ties by, and ſay what you will, prove what you will, theſe 
two Emphatical Werds ſhall bear down all before them, 
And, I am perſuaded, the following Confiderations wil 
ftand ont againſt any Attack but that of Diſciplina Arcani, 
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(1) 
AN HISTORICAL 


EXAMINATION 
The Authority 


OF 


COUNCILS 


Deſign two Things : Firſt, To ſhew the falſe dealing that 

has been uſed in putting forth the Councils. Secondly, To 

ſhew that Papiſts are not agreed in the Authority of them 
as they are put forth. 


PART L 


The falſe dealing that has been uſed in putting forth the 
Councils; And this, 1. By putting forth thoſe that are wholly 
forged : 2. By ſuppreſſing thoſe that are genuine. 3. = de- 
praving thoſe that are genuine, which they have not Fob. t fit 
to ſuppreſs. 


$ I. By putting forth thoſe that are forged. Of this number 
is the Synod pretended to have been held at Anticch by the A- 
poſtles, The eighth Canon whereof is produced for the Wor- 
ſhip of Images; and the Council of Sinweſs brought by Bellarmin 
' to prove the Pope above a Gy Council; which notwith- 
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Randing the improbability that three hundred and three Bi- 
ſhops ® could meet together under Diec/erian, and many other In- 
conſiſtencies, yet muſt ſtand upon record , as an authentick 
Council. The two Councils held at Rowe under Silveſter I. 
brought to eſtabliſh the Pope's Authority, and the laſt of them 
to watrant many other Points of Poge 


ry, as Chriſm, . the Cce- 
libacy of the Clergy, &c. Though they have been detected of 
* Vid. Rob. manifeſt Forgery *, yet retain as good a Place in the Body of the 
_ _— Councils as ever; onely the laſt Canon of the ſecond Romar 
— 9, -are Council was fo palpable, that though it be very honourable for 
rum verſ. fi- the Pope, yet Zabt+ could not but remark that perhaps it might 
nem. be forged by J/:dore Mercator y Or at leaſt, that the expreſſion [2 
Regibua | was thruſt in, To paſs bythe Acts of the Conncil of 
Nice and the cighty Arabick, Canons , which ſome are willing 
to impoſe upon us o uy and quote them upon occaſion ; 
Cr confeſles the Acts fuppoſititious, and all Hiſto- 
rians teſtifie that the Nicene Fathers made but twenty Canons: 
To pals by theſe-and the early Fraud and inexcuſable Miſtake 
of patting the Sardican Canons into the number of the Wicere, to 
warrant the Right of Appeals to Rome, as well as the many Con- 
reſts, about forged Adts, that have been between the Greeks and 
Latins, which ſhall be enquired into when we come to the Caſe 
of Photizs : To mention, I ſay, no more of this kind z The De- 
cretal Epiſtles, which cannot be denyed to have been forged , 
and unpoled UPON the World by Hiaore Atercator , yet have not 
loſt their place among the Councils, but ſtand there , as if they 
expected ſome ſecond Twrrianws to defend them: for unlels 
more credit were deſigned thein by it than they deſerve, 'tis un- 
accountable why they ſhould be ſuffered to take up ſo much 
room, which might be better filled. I conclude this particular 
with the obſervation of Richerizs ® upon occafion of the Forge- 
» Hift, Conc. ry of an Epiſtle from the Council of Nice to Pope Silvefter, to 
Gen, 1.1.p-35« gefire his confirmation , Equidem c:m maximo anims merore dicere 
cogoy nxllos extare libros, in quibus tot tantdque fititia & adulterina 
ſcripta quam in Tomis Conciliorum legantar, &C. * Indeed I am for- 
* ced to {ay with. exceeding grear grief of mind , that there are 
* no Books, in which there are ſo many and (0 egregioully COun- 
* zerfeit and ſpurious writings, as may be read in the Tomes of 
*-ahe Councib. 
$ IL, By 


of the Authority of Councils. 


 SIL. By Councils that are gennine. The firſt and 
ſecond Councils of Piſa are omitted by all the Colle&ors of 
Councils before Labb+, and the Ads of the ſecond Council are 
omitted by him too : though the Council of Conſtance was but 
a Continuation of the firſt Piſa» Council; and the ſecond being 
owned by the Frexch in derogation to the laſt of Latera» was pub- 
liſhed out of the French King's Library with the former, by the 
ſpecial privilege of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 4. MDCxti. And 
> nn Labb+ thinks fit to excuſe the omiſſion by ſaying, that the 
Acts and Apology of this pretended Council | Coxciliabulum Piſa- 
»wm ] were colleted by Schiſmaticks and Hereticks , and pu- 
bliſhed under a falſe name; and that Zewis the Twelfth, in 
MDXTIL. called it onely a pretended Conncil , and denyed it 
all favour and affiſtence , yet the Royal Approbation of this 
Edition , and the exa# agreement of al theſe Acts with the 
Acts of the ſame Council , as we find them in Richerine , is a 
ſufficient evidence againſt the imputation of Forgery ; neither 
need they have been (o very ſcrupulous upen this Head , who 
have themſelves inſerted Canons and Smodical Reſcripts' which 
they acknowledge to be ſpurious , but a Lye when it makes for 
them , ſhall paſs with a gentle Cenfure ; whereas Truth, when 
it makes againſt them, ſhall be ſtifled, if any thing like an Ex- 
cuſe can be broaght to palliate their proceedings. 

As to Lewis the Twelfth, there is this to be ſaid; That he 


was engaged in a War with 7#lizs the Second, the Yenetians and 


the Spaniards at the ſame time, and gained a memorable Vidto- 
ry at Ravenna over their united Forces ; but the Engi;/þ ſerting 
upon him at home, he was forced notwithſtanding to give over 
in 7h, in MDXHL and fo tis not unlikely, that, to reconcile 
himſelf to the Pope, he might then ſend that meſſage; but it is 
manifeſt from the As themſelves and the Letters printed at 
the End of them , that from the beginning of the Council to 
that time, he could be no Friend either to the Pope or to his 
Council. The ſame Year 7=/izs dyes , and Leo the Tenth ſuc- 
ceeds. A Peace being concluded with England, and Lewis taking 
in Marriage 447, Siſter to Hemry the Eighth , he prepares for 
War again in «ly, but dyes in NDXV. From whence it evi- 
dently appears which Council Lewis was moſt for, and for what 
Reaſon he dlclaimed the Council of Pie 4 
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The Council of Baf is wholly left out in the Romer Edition 

' as ſpurious, and was left out by Cardinal Belarmiz's Advice, as 
—_— Richerixs © was informed by thoſe who were well acquainted with 
this os him: uod inceptum facinus quidem, ſays Richerins, eft abſoluts di- 
' * gnum Monarchia Curie Romane', ci propoſitum eſt , quod jure non 

poteſt, id vid fatti conſequi;, © Which Action of theirs is worthy 

* of the abſolute Monarchy of the Court of Rome , which is re- 

* ſolved to obtain that in fa# , that they cannot defend in »riohr. 

And it is remarkable that Sirmondus was the Publiſher of this 

hee ger Edition; 4 a man ſo much ſuſpeed at Rome for too great Inte- 
9 ad Cone ity , that he was not allowed free acceſs to their MSS. In 
the firſt Draught of the Councils put out by Labbe, the Council 

of Baſil was ſtyled onely Concilizm Baſilienſe , whereas in Bini- 

x; *tis intituled Concilium OEcumenicum ex parte reprobatum, though 
in the ſame Draught he gave the Title of O Ecamenical to that of 

Florence, and to the laſt of the Lateran 3 but perhaps the Com- 

plaint that was then made of it by an Advocate of Parliament in 

a Book intituled, The pernicious Conſequences of the New Hereſie of the 

Jeſuites, might give occaſion to the alteration in the Title of 

the Council of Bafi/; for we have it now printed as it is in Binixs. 

* New Here- But, as that Authour obſerves ©, all means have been uſed to 
fie of the Fe- diſcredit the Council of Baſi/, infomuch that a Liſt of the Ge- 
futtes, P. 149+ neral-Councils at the Bagfraing of the Epitome of Canon-law , 
by Antonins Auguſtinur , has been fallified , by leaving out the 

Council of Baſs! , which that Learned Archbiſhop had inſerted 

among the reſt, as may be ſeen: for after theſe words, Conſtants- 

enſe ſub Martino quinto , there follows in the falſified Editions , 
Florentinym ſub eodem , which is ridiculous , the Council of Fl: 

rexce not having been held under Aarti» the Fifth-: but ir ſaſh- 

ciently ſhews how the uncorrupted Copies were, ws. after that 

of Conſtance, Baſilienſe ſub Eugenio, and then Florentinum ſub eodem. 

Goncilium de- The Concilium Deleftorum Cardinalinm, which was Preparatory to 
Horum Car- the Council of Trent , and may well be reckoned a part of it, 
CO & " yet could never be admitted among the Councils ſince Crabbe's 
latorum de e. Edition, in MDLL fince it is not in two other of his Editions ; 
mendanda Ec- though illiam Craſhaw- particularly complained of the omiſſion 


cleſia, S. D. ws 
N, 2. Paulo Tertio, ipſo jubente, conſeriptum & exhibitum, Anna MDXXXVUIL 


of the Authority of Councils. & 


in a printed Letter to Biniw , and afterwards _ 4d Severimum Binium Lovanien” 
reprinted it himſelf, and it has been ſince {# Theolugum Epiſtola Commonire- 
publiſhed twice at Paris, once with the ewo Tin”, bb wee ales. 
Councils of Piſa, &c. MDCXIE. and again Londini, ocxav. 
lately with ſome pieces of Clewanges, Duran- 

dns de modo celebrandi Concilii, &c, But becauſe that Council 

too fully ſers forth whar great neceſſity there was of a Reforma- 

tion in capite & membris, it has been excluded all the Editions 


of Councils ſince Crabbe's time. 


$III. 1. By depraving the Councils which are Genuine. And 
here we have reaſon to ſuſpe&t much more than has hitherto 
been diſcover'd: for in the Vatican Library there have been cer- 
tain men employ'd onely to tranſcribe Acts of the Councils, 
and Copies of the Fathers works, and in tranſcribing to imitate 
the ancient Copies as near as is poſſible, as Dr. 7ames of 0:x- Tho. James 
ford was informed by a Gentleman, who ſaw them at this work = of = 
in the Yatica», and profer'd to make oath of it, if need was. Scripe. gc. 
It has been long ago obſerved, that the laſt Editions of the in append. 
Councils are always the worſt , (o that Dr. whitaker made it his © the Rea- 
earneſt requeſt to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that there might **** 
be ſome order taken for the preſerving of Crabbe's Edition, 
which he foreſaw would never be printed again : and Dr. 7ames | 
f ſhews that Crabbe himſelf is not without corruptions, which * James ibis. 
made him complain that no Proteſtant had put forth an Editi- Þ 192+ 
on of the Councils, or ſet himſelf to re&ify the Errours of Po- 
piſth Editions 3 but he ſays Dr. ard Maſter of Sidney College in 
Cambridge was then about ir. 

2. "Tis certain the Indices Expurgatorii reach MSS. as well as 
printed Books ®, and ris as certain * that the Inquiſitours of ſeveral * Poſlevia. 
places cannot agree among themſelves, but Arias Montanu, who fibinthee. 
was himſelf a chief Inquiſitour in the L-w-Conntreys has his own » fumes In 
Books put into the Roman Index, fo that no body can tell whi- dex Lib. Pro- 
ther this m__— of Purgation may come at laſt, or how far hibir. 4 Ponti- 
it has already come: it is but mangling the old MSS. and then #4 
counterfeiting them in 2 new Tranſcription, and the MSS. will 
all ſpeak as they would have them. Ludovicw Surizs (hewed 
Zunius * what depravations he was to make in the Edition of * Jus. Pref.” 
St. Ambroſe, and afſurd him that it would be the worſt and 4 Ind. Ex+ - 
moſt corrupt Edition of that Father. And we cannot wa PWTgs 
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der if theſe practices had a great ſhare in the motives to the 
ir w.1 of Henricus - may tn i _— was one of the 
principal Expurgators. For ſome time theſe Iadices Ex 7 
were a great Myſtery, and the Eng Papiſts would —_—_ 
bur it was ſome trick of Bez4's or 7»niws's to diſgrace the Ca- 
tholick Cauſe. * The Index Expurgatorius of Antwerp was by 
chance firſt diſcover'd by 7«ninus, thoſe of Spain and Portugal 
were never known till the taking of Cales, ind the Roman Index 
was procured not without much difficulty. After all theſe diſ- 
coveries they could no longer complain of being miſrepreſented ; 
though our Eng/i;/- Papiſts were ſo backward in believing this 
part of Popery, that ® Craſhaw was forced to be at the trouble 
of procuring two Editions of Ferxs upon St. Zohn , one that had 
undergone the dex, and another that was printed before the 
invention of rdices, to convince them. 

3. Let us now ſee what exploits have been done by theſe 
Arts: The Diſcoveries of Cra/haw, and Coke, and Reynolds, but 
eſpecially of 7ames, in this kind will never be forgotten, and 
{o need no repeating , any farther than they concern the Coun- 
cils, to which I (hall confine my ſelf, and ſhew, that very ma- 
terial paſſages in them have been mangled or wholly omitted. 
'Tis very well known what attempts have been made to give 
us various Readings of the {ixth Canon of Nice to procure the 
Pope's Supremacy, and that for the ſame reaſon the fifth Ca- 
non of the ſecond General Council, and the twenty _ of 
Chalceden have been reje&ed and branded as ſpurious. the 
Editions of Councils bear *, that St. Cyril did prefide in the 
Council of Epheſus as Pope Celeſtine's Deputy, againſt the Au- 
thority of the Tranſlation of Diony/ius Exigurus and the Greek MSS. 
as Dr. 7ames witneſſeth. But this is not the onely forgery we 
meet withall in this Council. * For in the Epiſtle of _ 
to that Council, in the Edition of Theodorns Pelrancs, it runs thus : 
« We have ſent Arcadizs and Proje Zus Biſhops, and Philip a Pre(- 
* byter to you, &c. who having taken our care upon themſelves, 
* (hall be preſent at your Ads, and thall confirm your Decrees 
* by their ſuffrage, and we doubt not but your Holineſs will ad- 
* mit them to give their Votes, and to a common conſents and 
© let whatſoever you ſhall decree be looked upon as definiti- 
* cns and decrees made for the common tranquillity of the 
& Church. Þ Mims ad vos Arcadinm & Projeftum Epiſcopos, & 

Philippum 
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Philippum Presbyterum , ox. qui noſtya in ſe eura ſuſcepta , Ati 
veſtris interernnt , queque 4 vobus ſunt conſtituta ſwo calculo denud 
confirmabunt, non dubitamn autem quin ſanftitas veſtra illos ad com- 
wmunem conſenſum ſententieque dittionem fit admiſſura ; que verd de 
creveritis, ea pro oninium ys rs tranquillitate habeantur definit, 
decretique. with this Edition of Peltanw agrees-that of An- 
tonizs Contius, though his be a different Verſion : whereas the 
Roman Edition has ic thus: © We have in our ſolicitude [ for the 
© peace of the Church] direCted our holy Brethren and fellow Prieſts, 
©* ec. Arcadins and Projeitus, &c. who may be preſent, when 
© every thing is done, and who may execute thoſe things, which 
© have been before decreed by us; to whom we doubt nct 
* but your Holineſs will give your Afﬀent , fince what is done 


« ſeems to be decreed for the ſecurity of the Univerſal Church. « dir. Run. 
© Direximus pro noſtra ſolicuudine ſanttos Fratres & Conſacerdotes Parte 2» 
noſtros, &c. Arcadinm & Projettum, &c. qui iis que aguntur inter- AT: 


font, & que antes d nobis ſunt ſtatuta exequantur, quibus preſtan- 
dum 4 veſtrs ſanttitate non dubitamus aſſenſum, quando id quod agi 
tur videtur pro Vniverſalis Eecleſie ſecuritate decretum, And aC- 
cording to the Roman Edition is the Greek of Hierommus Comeli- 
»us, An, MDXCL. and all the Editions of the Councils ever fince 
the Romany, It is very pleaſant to obſerve that Binizs in his 
Notes upon the Council'of Chatcedon , quotes the Sentence a- 
gainſt Dio/corms to prove the Pope's Supremacy, and that it 
might be ſure to make for his purpoſe, he quotes it otherwiſe 
than it is printed in his own Edition , which though Mr. Cra- 

w gave notice of it in his Letter to Binizs, yet remains unal- 


ter'd ſtill in Labb®s Edition. Pithens finds 4 fault with Swrizs for 0- « pe Proceſſ. 
micting the At of that debate, which (after the fourth General $p. Sandi, 
Council of C. P. was concluded and ſubſcribed) aroſe between Þ: 35: 


the Eaſtern Patriarchs and the Popes Legates concerning the 
Right of ordaining the Archbiſhop of Bulgaria, cajus altercatio- 
mis non contemnenda Atta 4 Lanr. Surio viro alicqui & diligetie & 
fidei multe in poſtrema conciliorum Editione pretermiſſa fall. non 1n- 


jeria mereor & doleo: fic enim ſentio, quod bond omninm venia dittum + 


velim, Chriſtianam veritatem, que Deum autorem ac vindicem habet, 
ſua fimplicitate contentam non indigere illis artibus, que nec in hu- 
manis quidem aftionibus bonus vir ac probus facile admiſerit : and 
if he fad lived to this day, he would have made the fame 
or greater complaints : For Binins and Lab4+ will ſcarce pak 
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An Hiſlorical Examination. 
for honeſter men than S»rivs in this or in any other caſe. 


made an Appeal upon account of the mp of our Kings. 
= of Parceſter, ſent 

thither in Commiſſion from the King 

Chancellor of Lincoln, in the name 0 


on the Council of Florence, to introduce the APOcyP 


1 ifice,' which they are now 
indeed aſhamed of, as men always are of Impoſtures, when they 
are once diſcovered; yet ſtill Cara»z.4 is the Authour readieſt at 
hand; and is as conſtant a ſupply for Conncils as the Breviaries 
are for Fathers, But I ſhall wave all other Inſtances, and haſten 
to the Council of Trent, which gave the finiſhing hand co all the 
reſt, and is it ſelf no very eminent example of fair dealing. I 
cake it to be no mare an Inſtance of the Sincerity than of the 
Infallibility of that Council, that the 7ridentine Fathers durſt not 
truſt the World with 2 view of their As; and all the accounts 
we have had from private hands have been very little for its cre- 
dit: The Hiſtory of Palavicini has juſtly been ſaid to be more 
prejudicial to the Council than that of Father Paz! ; for the lat- 
rer onely ſhews how much is to be ſaid againſt it, whereas the 
former demonſtrates how little can be offered in its defence. 
But not to inſiſt upon this; who would ſuſpe& that the little 
Book of the Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent might 


e Vid. Riche- Dot be allowed us entire? 8 yet in the French Edition publiſhed 
rium, {ib.4. at Paris MD. XIV. by Gentianus Hervetus , as ſoon as he came 


from the Council, and in che Antwerp Edition the ſame year, 
Cardinal Meorone, the Pope's Legate , concludes the Council in 
theſe words, Placuit omnibus Patribus finem hnic ſacro Concilio im- 
poni , confirmationemque 4 Sanftiſſimo Domino noſtro peti , tribus dun- 
taxat exceptis , qui confirmationem ſe non petere dixerunt : idedque nos 
Apoſtolice ſedis Legati & Praſidentes eidem ſacro Concilio finem imponi- 
mus : confirmationem vero quamprimiem & [anttiſſimo Domino noſt ro pete- 
mus, Vos autem Illuftriſſimi & Reverendiſſimi Patres, poſt gratias Deo 


attas, 
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aft as, ite in pace. © It pleaſed all the Fathers to put an end to 
* this facred Council, and to beg a Confirmation from the Pope, 
* excepting onely three, who ſaid they would not deſire a Con- 
* firmation, and therefore we, the Legates of the Apoſtolic 
* See, and the Preſidents of this holy Council, do put an end 
*tOitz and we ſhall a Confirmation with all ſpeed from 
* the Pope; You therefore, moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Fa- 
© thers, go in peace. But in the Roman Edition printed the ſame 
year by Manstins, theſe words, Placuit omnibus Patribus, &C. tri- 
bus duntaxat exceptis, &C. are left out; and after the Queſtion pur 
to them by the Legate, whether they would have Requeſt made to 
the Pope to confirm the Council ? Ir is ſubjoined, Reſponderwnt , 
Placet : uy all deſire it : And there is no mention of the leaſt 
diſſent: and prefently follows the diſmiffion of the Fathers. 
And after this manner have all the Editions been printed ever 
ſince without the leaſt intimation , that one Biſhop demurred 
upon it. ® Ex quo patet, Curie Romane propeſitum: eſſe omnia delere 
atque ſupprimere Atta, que juribus ſuis uſurpatis adverſantur, & hinc 
etiam fit, ut nulla Apocrypha pro veris legantur etiam in antiquis Conci- 
liis, * Whence it appears , that the Court of Rome is reſolved 
* to ſuppreſs and aboliſh all thoſe Acts which ſhall contradi& 
* their uſurped Rights, and hence it is that many ſpurious things 
* are read as genuine, even in the ancient Councils. I need pur- 
ſue this ſubject no fartKer, nor ſeek for Inſtances to make good 
this obſervation of Richerizs, his Teſtimony may ſuffice inſtead 
of a thouſand Inſtances. Nor ſhall I make any advantage of the 
many other great Contgennt wherewith partly through Igno- 
rance , partly with Deſign , the monuments of Antiquity are 
defaced, as the Authour of the Preface to Pax! the Fifth's Editi- 


b Richer. 6. 


on of General Councils complains, who was Sirmondus, as i Coſ- 1 pref. ad 
ſartins informs us: nor of the grear alterations under that pre- Conc. 


rence made in innumerable places of the Raman Edition, which 
have been retained ever ſince , belides the careleſne(s of the ſe- 
veral Publiſhers that has made the beſt Editions extreamly un- 


corre&, which pu Baluzius * upon a new Colleftion. And * Pref. ad 


we have ſome 
Tongue qualifie him for ſuch a Work, notwithſtanding the ſharp 
Conteſt that has been between him and M. Fager concerning 


. Peter 'de Marca's poſthumous Works, or the undervaluing ! Cha- Md... 


racer lately given him by a Doctour of the Sorbox, 
C PART. 


tter hopes of him, if his skill in the Greek Conce Tom. 1. 


bug. 
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An Hiſtorical Examination 


PART. I. 


s LP Apiſts are not agreed in the Authority of Councils ; 1 
mean, they are not agreed what Councils are General , 
and what are not ſo. They differ as-much about the Councils 
as they do about the Notes of the Church. For as Cofterss al- 
tigns three , Coccins five, Bellarmin fifteen , Bozins an hundred 
Notes : ſo ſome affign more , ſome fewer General Councils , 
thoagh the common computation proceeds no higher than to 
eighteen, of ſuch as are without exception. As the ſeventh and 
ezghth General Councils were not a long time received imo the 
Profeſſions of Faith, (which I ſhew in the ſeventh ) fo the num- 
ber of Councils recited in thoſe Profe/ions not exceeding cipht, 
as iS manifeſt by thoſe Pr eſſions in the Dimrmes Romanns pu li- 
ſhed by Garnerins ſhew , that eight -onely were looked upon as 
truly General , and the reſt not as of equal Authority. Cardinal 
Contarenus, 1n his ſhort account of Councils written to Paw/ 
the Third , and nted to him on his calling the Council of 
Trent ( or that of the delegated Cardinals in order to'it, he bei 
one of the number) reckons that for the eighth General Council, 
which depoſed Phorwws, and the Council of Florence for the ninth, 
not ſo much as naming any of the Lateran Councils but the laſt, 
and not efteeming either this or that of Zyz»» under Cregoy the 
Tenth , nor that of Conftarce or Bafi! General , though he does 
© Contarerus name them ®. Cardinal Pole, with his Synod at Lamberh under 
Sum, Conc. E* Pax! the Foarth 4. D. MDLVE. calls the Council of Florence, the 
—— - eighth General Council, though they own the fourth Lareran 
under Z»ccent the Third for General z as they doe likewife rhe 
® Decret. 2 fifth Lateren®, They mention the fourth of Laterar frequently, 
and never but under the Title of a General Council , and that 
of Lyons under Gregory the Tenth, they mention under the ſame 
* Decret. 3. Character ®. Abraham Cretenfss, the firſt Publiſher of the Conn- 
cil of Florence, gives it the Title of the eighth General Council, 
f and fo the Approbation of Clement the Seventh prefix'd to that 
| Edition ſtyles-it, and ſo Cardinal Pole withhis Clergy account it : 
IB x. So that this wasthe opinion of the Members ? of the Council and 
i} bf pan of the firſt Publiſhers of it, and of our E244 Clergy mQueen 
bs iti; P” eranaſe, Aarys Reign , whereas in the common account., ( new ſtyle, ) 
Boinitn. the Council of Florence is the Sixteench 5 Aderin gives us = 
ew 
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of the Authority of Councils. 


eight General Councils, which are the firſt ſix with thoſe of Cox- 
Fance and Baſil, In the Vatican LACEY 2s it now ſtands and 
was erected by Sixtas Quintus, 4. D. NDEXX&vin. where all 
the General Councils are repreſented in painting with Inſcripti- 
ons to explain them, there are but two Lateran Councils, viz. 
Thoſe under Alexander the Third and Innocent the Third. 
4 Reccha, in his Explications, reckons the Council of Yiemne the 


fifteenth , and then proceeds to the Council of Florence, which ®*0% & 


he calls the eighteenth , as it is indeed computing the two inter- 
mediate Councils of Conſtance and Baſil, but Sixtus Quintus 
thought fit to.take no notice of them in the Vatican, but Roccha 
makes them up a full Score, though the Councils of Caſtaxce 
and up be onely ſuppoſed, not expreſſed in the number. So 
many differing accounts we have concerning the number of Gene- 
ral Councils; to which may be added one more, by taking in the 
Council of Arles , as it ought to be in St. Auguſtine's opinion , 
and in the opinion of Lawney, Albaſpineus, Marca, Labbt, Sirmon- 
das and others *; in which Council the Biſhop of Arles preſided 
to examine the Cauſe of the Donariſts, which had been before de- 


tions of the Councils for awhile continue the Tate of them, and 
the laſt continues it wager than the Royal Edition does, but af- 
terwards they break off, and ceaſe numbering, onely giving us 
them as they come : which-may be a farther evidence how little 
certainty and exactneſs there is in any thing that relates to a Ca- 
talogue of General Councils. It ſeems then we are at laſt redu- 
ced to that notable Expedient which is ſaid to have been in a 
late Preachment propoſed about the Sacraments; If we muſt have 
Comncils, my Beloved, let us take the greateſt number, and then we are 
ſure to have all : and (o for the largeſt Bible, and the largeſt Creed, 
that we may be ſure to have enough of whatever it be. But be- 
cauſe Bellarmin's number of Councils ſeems to be moſt in vogue, 
I (hall confider his eighteen, which he aſſures us, are all over Infal- 
lible , and = wg , Whereas there are half a dozen thac 
have had the ill luck not to paſs muſter, though they are pretty 
tolerable in the main, and we muſt take part, and leave part, as 
the Popes have thought fit 3 but there is a third fore fo abomi- 
nable, that they are utterly comjemnes - 
2 9 1], 


4 Angelus 
Va- 


tican. þ. 200» 


eLa con- 
Jn _ 
termined by the Biſhop of Rome and his Synod ; they confir- Jar Conley 
med the Judgment paſt at Rome, but would have as certainly 4p- Auguſtin. 
nulled ic, if the Sentence had been wrong. Thetwo latter Edi- ****>?: 5%: 
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An Hiſtorical Examination 


PART. IL 


s LP Avits are not agreed in the Authority of Councils ; 1 
mean, they are not agreed what Councils are General , 
and what are not ſo. They differ as much about the Councils 
as they do about the Notes of the Church. For as Cofterus af: 
tigns three , Coccins five, Bellarmin fifteen , Bexins an hundred 
Notes : ſo ſome aflign more , ſome fewer General Councils , 
though the common computation proceeds no higher than to 
eighteen, of ſuch as are without exception. As the ſeventh and 
ezghth General Councils were not a long time received imo the 
Profeſſions of Faith, ( which 1 ſhew in the ſeventh ) fo the num- 
ber of Councils recited in thoſe Profe/ions not exceeding cipht, 
as is manifeſt by thoſe Profeſſions in the Dimrmes Romanns publi- 
ſhed by Garnerins ſhew , that eight onely were looked upon as 
truly General , and the reſt not as of equal Authority. Cardinal 
Contarenus, in his ſhort account of ncils written to Paw/ 
the Third , and ed to him on his calling the Council of 
Trent ( or that of the delegated Cardinals in order to'it, he bei 
one of the number) reckons that for the eighth General Council, 
which depoſed Phorms, and the Council of Florence for the nimh, 
not ſo much as naming any of the Zateran Councils but the laſt, 
and not eſteeming either this or that of Zy-1s under Gregory the 
Tenth , nor that of Comftarce or Bafil General , though he does 


= Contarenus name them ®. Cardi Pole, with his Synod at Lamberh under 


Sum. Conc. E- 
dit. Venet. 
MDLXIL 


® Decret. 2. 


® Decret. 3. 


Sp E- 
iſt. part.vIll. 
ad Ftandiſc. 
Boi. 


Pax! the Fourth 4. D. MDLvE. calls the Council of Florence, the 
eighth General Council , though they own the fourth Lateran: 
under Zocent the Third for General; as they doe likewife rhe 
fifth Lateren ®. They mention the fourth of Laterar frequently, 
and never but under the Title of a General Council , and that 
of Lyons under Gregory the Tenth, they mention under the ſame 
Character ®. Abraham Cretenfis, the firſt Publiſher of the Conn- 
cil of Florence, gives it the Title of the eighth General Council, 
and fo the Approbation of Clement the Seventh prefix'd to that 
Edition ſtyles-it, and ſo Cardinal Pole with his Clergy account it : 
So that this was the opinion of the Members ? of the Council.and 
of the firſt Publiſhers of it, and of our Em2/i/h Clergy mQueen 
Marys Reign , whereas in the common account, ( new ſtyle, ) 
the Council of Florence is the Sixteenth 5 Merry gives us _ 
cp 
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eight General Councils, which are the firſt fix with thoſe of Cox- 
Faxce and Baſil, In the Vatican Library as it now ſtands and 
was erected by Sixtss Qrintus, 4, D. MDEXX&viIN. where all 
the General Councils are repreſented in painting with Inſcripti- 
ons to explain them , there are but two Lateran Councils, viz. 
Thoſe under Alexander the Third and Imeocer: the Third 


4 Reccha, in his Explications, reckons the Council of Yienne the 4 Angel 
fifteenth , and then proceeds to the Council of Florence , which Rs 
be calls the eighteenth , as it is indeed computing the two inter- 1jcan. p, 


mediate Councils of Confftance and Baſil, but Sixtus Duintus 
thought fit to.take no notice of them in the Vatican, but Roccha 
makes them up a full Score, though the Councils of Cinſtaxce 
and up. be onely ſuppoſed, not expreſſed in the number. So 
many differing accounts we have concerning the number of Gene- 
ral Councils; to which may be added one more, by taking in the 
Council of Ayles , as it ought to be in St. Auguſtine's opinion , 
and in the opinion of Lawney, Albaſpineus, Marca, Labbt, Sirmon- 
das and others *3 in which Council the Biſhop of Arles preſided ; 
toexamine the Cauſe of the Donarifts, which had been before de- 


termined by the —_ of Rome and his Synod; they confir- narii Concilii 


med the Judgment pa 


at Rome , but would have as certainly 4: Auguſtin. 


nulled it, if the Sentence had been wrong. Thetwo latter Edi- **9*>Þ 56 


tions of the Councils for awhile continue the Tale of them, and 
the laſt continues it wager than the Royal Edition does, bur af 
terwards they break off, and ceaſe numbering, onely giving us 
them as they come : which may be a farther evidence how little 
certainty and exactneſs there is in any thing that relates to a Ca- 
talogue of General Councils. It ſeems then we are at Jaft redu- 
ced to that notable Expedient which is ſaid to have been in a 
late Preachment propoſed about the Sacraments; If we muſt have 
Comncils, my Beloved, let us take the greateſt number, and then we are 
ſure to have all : and fo for the largeſt Bible, and the largeſt Creed, 
that we may be ſure to have enough of whatever it be. But be- 
cauſe Bellarmin's number of Councils ſeems to be moſt in vogue, 
I ſhall conſider his eighteen, which he aſſures us, are all over Infal- 
lible , and fully approved , whereas there are half a dozen thac 
have had the ill luck not to paſs muſter, though they are pretty 
tolerable in the main, and we mult take part, and leave part, as 
the Popes have thought fit ; but there is a third fore {o abomi- 
nable, that they are utterly 2 
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The ſecond IT. I ſhall examin what agreement there is amongſt Papiſts 
Gen. Council concerning th Authority of the ſeveral approved General Coun- 


at Conftanti- cils. And here we need not go far. The ſecond General Coun- 
- tr Gi it (elf ( as was before obſerved : For Bare- 


Cc. 18, 
* In Diatriba 
de Conc. 6, os 


o em. © ele 
Canons are as authentick as any in all the Volumes of Councils. 
* Du Pin diſ- *Fqox the honour and jurifdiftion of the Patriarch of C. P. is 
/ert. 1: Þ-57- founded upon the Laws of the Empire, and the conſent of the 
The fifth Ge. Univerſal Church , and theſe Canons have generally been fo 


neral Coun- far owned as to be inſerted into the Books of 
cil held at 


C.P. An. Ds. & 111, The fifth General Council held under the Emperour 
>. Baluz. No. 7»ſtinian about the middle of the ſixth Century, was oppoſed by 
va. Colle, Pope _ x-to the utmoſt, till he was forced to ſubmit and 


one, ; imfelf from Baniſhment. From 
- = bor 7: retract his Hereſie to recoyer him Þ 
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whence a ,2ery will ariſe , How a Papiſt can be better aſſu- 
red that this Council is true, than that it is falſe > or, Whether 
a Council can be firſt falſe, and then, without the leaſt alterati- 
on in its Doctrine, Infallible? or, How long time a Pope's Sen- 
tence muſt be paſt before its Effe& of Infallibility be produced? 
Whether one Pope may not retra& another's Sentence, as well as 
the ſame Pope his own ? And if ſo, Whether Imnocent the Ele- 
venth for inſtance, may not retra&t the Sentence of Pius the 
Fourth, and fo vacate the Council of Trent ? 


$ IV. Albertus Pighius wrote a Book 7 on purpoſe to prove The fixth on 
the ſixth and ſeventh Councils both forged. The ſeventh was £57 couney 
then newly publiſhed, but from what Copy or upon what Au- circa An. Do. 
thority he ſays was unknown : Franciſcus Turrianns undertook DCLXXXT wel 
their defence. Bellarmin is for compounding the buſineſs, and is * 4/7 2wan, 
inclined * to think that many Forgeries may indeed be crept in. rjcher, xp. 
Binins follows him, onely he is more poſitive, as his manner is, Cie. 1ſt; 
to give us ſomething that is his own: Labbe ind Coſſartius let Genp.x. c.10» 
his Notes paſs- without cenſure. All the ſtir is, that the fixth of 
Council condemned Pope Honorizs for a Heretick , and the fe- —_— 4 
venth approves the Sentence, and ſeveral times anathematizeth = pe Rom, 
him 3 whom theſe men would willingly acquit, though there be Ponrif. 1. 4. - 
as much evidence: for it as can well be for any matter of Fact. © 2" 
The Anathema againſt him was ſolemnly pronounced every 
year, till of late, on the Feſtival of St. Leo the Second; and eve- 
ry Pope anathematized him in the Profeſſion of Faith which he —_ _ 
made at his Conſecration , and ſent it to the other Biſhops ©, * Garnerii 
The Arguments of Baronixs to prove the {1xth Council corrupted, _— 
are now laughed at Þ z though F. Combefis © was violently treated jeſfone Fides 
by Raynaxd, a Jeſuite, not long ago in a moſt malitious Satyr a- ſecund4 &if- 
= the whole Dominican Order , onely becauſe he had expo- es — 
ed Baronins On this ſubject. But Garnerins endeavours to palli- 101? zip. + 
ate the matter, by ſaying, He was condemned onely for favou- pare. 5. &. > 
ring Hereticks and conniving at them. Natales Alex. formally p. 12. &c. 
proves 4 that he ſpake like a Heretick, and acted like a Heretick, * Pu Pin a 
and communicated with Hereticksz and yet- at the ſame time fert. $0,350: 
proves he was no Heretick. So impoſſible is it for Popes to be fie of the Je- 


ereticks ! For any other Biſhop had certainly been an Here- ſuires, p. $1» 


tick, he had done but half ſo much. But Ds Piz © has © Sec: 7- 
confuted all_chis Sophiſtry : and ſo-tis to be hoped, that you _ % + 
< 


14 Arn Hiſtorical Examination 


theſe Councils may be genuine in France, where Hbmorivs is an 
eretick., or at leaſt anathematized for a Favourer of Heretichs : 
t of what credit are at Kome as to this Point, is eafie to 

be imagined. He will ſcarce paſs for a true Catholick there , 

who had not rather part with two. Councils than one Pope. 


Symodus Qui- & V, But here we muſt not omit the Diſpute betwixt the 
niſexts in Gyeeks and the Latins concerning the Council in 77»lo, called $5- 
Trail, cnc nodus Quiniſexta, becauſe it was a kind of Supplement to the 
Scrxax.. ſe- fifth and ſixth Councils: The Greeks maintain againſt the Larins 
cunfum Lab- that this Conncil was General, they alledge that the Pope's Le- 
be in Tom. pres were preſent, and ſubſcribed its Canons, which the P 
_ Fimſelf indeed afterwards refuſed to doe 3 but the Council Niyles 
it ſelf General z and if want of the Pope's approbation could 
hinder it from being ſo, it was ſome time before the Fifth could 


deferve that Title , however it came by it at laſt : but the grea- 


* Can. Trull. teſt fault of this Council in T7»lb is, that it approves f and con- 
36. 


firms the ſecond Canon of C. P. and the twenty eighth of Chat- 
cedon , in which the Latins are Keio mufouWer , as Balſamon ob- 
ſerves, However the hundred and two Canons of this Synod 
e AF. 4,5,6- are cited in the ſecond Council of Nice ®. And Adria» the Firſt 

in his Epiſtle to Taraſins fays, that he receives the fixth Council 
with all its Canons, by which he can mean no other but this; 


for the ſixth, as it is diſtinguiſhed from this, made no Canons. 
Nicholas the Firſt, in an Epiſtle ro Michael the Greek Emperour, 
fays, that they were confirmed by Pope fohn the Seventh, at 
the requeſt of 7«/tinian the Second, whom that Pope commends 
there as a moſt holy Emperour ; beſides, Gratian attributes them 
b Se. s to the ſixth Council, and ſo does the Council of Flrexce ®, All 
4 Sum. Conc. Which was ſo convincing to Caranza t, that he fers them down 
as the Canons of the fixth General Council, and after him H/- 
vixs Choſe rather to diſtinguiſh and refine upon the thirty ſixth 
* Bibl. Vatic. Canon, than to reject them all. Angelus Reccha * ſays plainly, it 
Þ» 74s was 2 continuation of the former Synod , not a new one, fince 
The ſecons both were ſubſcribed by the ſave Biſhops , as he proves out of 
Council of the Second Council of Nice. 
Nice, 4 D. 
DCCLXXKI Ve! 


Dccre.  & VT, 1. The ſecond Council of Nice , which is the ſeventh 
222% General Council, is a Council they find themſelves as much 
ſernden | Concerned to defend as any of them all , and have had as much 


Labbe. trouble 


of the Authority of Councils, 15 


troubk in defending it : valeſs this be General, the worſhip of 


Images is at a 
to defend this 
ſhip of Images without it. 


lofs for Aut 
acil is almoſt as di 


ity from Antiquity, and 
ew din de wa. 


2. Gregoy the | Great is well known to have been againſt the ' cib.9.p.9. 


worſhip of Images; but his Succeflou 


rs, not long after , were 


for promoting it what they could ; ſo zealous they were in the 


Cauſe, that great 


Comeentions aroſe between the /coneclate and 


the Tconolatre : for ho wonder if ſome were moved to break 

thoſe Images, which they could not but abhor to ſee others wor- 

ſhip. Theſe ® hears grew to that height , that the Emperour * Cedren. 
Lev the Third fotbad by his Edi& the worſhip of Images, fol- _— _ 
lowing herein the Example of two of his Predeceſſours, and 
commanded them to be removed out of all Churches, conſide- 

ring that the lawfull uſe and ornament of Images might much « cearen. 
better be ſpared than the worſhip of them ſuffered *. Gregory IT. p. 453- 


upon this calls a Council at 
Rome, determines for Image- 
worſhip, and anathematizeth 
the Emperour ; and more- 
over forbids that Taxes or 
Tribute ſhould any longer 
be paid to him from Rome 
or any other part of 7ah; 
in ſhort, he denys obedience 
to him, and berakes himſelf 


This ſame attribure ro Gregory the Third, who Pla+ 
tina fays excommunicated and depoſed Leo; Hic ftatim 
ubi Pontificatum intit, Cleri Romani conſenſu Leonem Ter- 
tium, Imperatorem Conſtantinopolitanum imperio ſimul 
& communione fidelium privat , quod ſacras Imagines 8 ſa- 
cris adibus abraſiſſet , & Statuas demalitia eſſet , quodque 
etiam de Homuſio mals ſentiret. Placina in Greg. Tert. 
So natural is it for every one to be made an Heretick, 
who withſtands the Corruptions and Inrovations of the 
Church of Rome. 


to the Franks. Leo Iſaurns being dead, his Son Comſtanturas Copro- 

mms calls a Synod at C. P. in which the worſhip of Images is 
condemned in DCCLIV. In this ſtate ® things continued till about * ConceTim. 7, 
DUELAXX. when the Empreſs Irere being left a Widow by the +555: 
death of Leo the Fourth , with her young Conſtantine the Sixth , 
reſolved to call another Synod at C. P. to null the late Council 

held there under Conſtantinns Copronymus, and to determine for the 
worſhip of Images : but the People and the Souldiery of the 

City would endure no fuch thing, and they had moſt of their 

own Biſhops ſo far on their fide as ro inſtru and encourage 

them againſt ſuch worſhip. The Citizens were not difficultly 
perſuaded to be conftant in their old Profeſhon , which Edidts 

and Councils and their own Practice required them not to aban- 

don , but they were led by too violent a Zeal to betake them- 


(elves 
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16 An Hiſtorical Examination. 


ſelves to a = pod ay , and ors wk the bradiign 
were immediately in an Uproar upon theſe Proceedings of t 
Empreſs. The Council was forced 10 adjourn to Nice, no few- 


er than three hundred and fifry Biſhops in number , and there 
they did the buſineſs the following year : There were none 
P Con. Tom.9, ? from the Welt in it but the Pope's two Legates; and ſuch was 
col. 5 5. the freedom uſed in their Debates, that the —_ who had 


r Alincmar. 
Rhemenſ. ad 
Laudunenſ. 
cap. 20, 


ted of 2 Co 


AEnes 


of the Authority of Councils. 


nei Serpentis inſpetione credimns Iſracliticum populum @ calamitate 
injeft4 liberari, Chrifti Dei noſtri &- Sanitorum effigies aſpicientes atque 
venerantes dubitanis ſalvari? * We believe that the people 
* of 1{-ael were freed from the calamity that was thrown upon 
* them, by looking upon the brazen Serpent, and ſhall we 
* doubt of (alvation if we look with veneration upon the Ima- 
08 - _ _— and > _ : _ indeed ! — Rf 
ris muſt needs raiſe ſtrong paſſions, eſpecially in his Honey - 
Emperour as he calls Charles the Great in his Epiſtle to him frram motif 
prefixt to his defence of the Council : but his arguments are am gerimus 
not ſo powerfull, all the Patheticks he could uſe, would not Regatem Ex- 
perſuade them to ſpeak one word to the purpoſe, as any one Penna 
may diſcern that will bur be at the pains to peruſe them. One |; peliflus 
Bafilixs an Archbiſhop had, it ſeems, in a Profeſſion of Faith, Regali dile> 
which he read in the Council, inſerted after the Belief in the #e. 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, the kiſſing and adoring of Ima- 
ges and Relicks, adding, that he believed that SanRification was 
partaken of from theſe, and leaving out in the mean time the 
Articles of Remiſſion of Sins, the ReſurreRion of the Dead, 
and Life everlaſting : The Pope reſolved to defend all *, and " Bid.ia 43. 
not to ſtand out in the leaſt at any thing whatſoever, juſtifies yp 
op that anRification may be had from Images and Re. ©**94*: 
licks, and afterwards maintains * that a man had better viſit all * 1id.4#.4. 
the Stews in the City, than refaſe to adore the Image of our Co. 945- 
Lord, or of the Bleſſed Virgin. But how ſtout a Champion 
ſoever the Pope was for the Council of Nice, the Emperour 
was not in the leaſt ſatisfied, he was for good ſenſe rather than 
Honey words, and therefore calls a Conncil at Frankford DCCXCIv. 
conſiſting of three hundred Bifhops, who determined ſo una- 
nimouſly againſt the Council of Nice, that Bellarmin and Baronius 
think the Opus Carolinam, which Adrian endeavoured to anſwer 
was drawn up there. The Pope had his Legates in the Council, 
but they were either w_ to a conſent with the reſt of the 
Fathers, or however could get nothing by their oppoſition, 
which perhaps might be the leſs peremptory and pertinacious, 
—_ the leſs regarded, becauſe the Emperour himſelf was 
preſent. 

3. Thus we ſee that not onely the Acts of the ſeventh General 
Council have lately been called in queſtion, but that the Coun- 


cil it ſelf was at firſt oppoſed by as General a Council held at 
D Frankford 
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Frankford (o0n after, and which is Grange, the faeve Pope's Le- 
gates were preſent. at both, and the Pope tianſelf ſent his Letters 
to- both, and if we believe Binixs, confirmed both. For he 
would perſuade us that the ſecond Nicene Council was confirmed, 
not condemned by this of Frankford: though nothing can be 
more plain, than that the ſecond Canon condemns the Worſhip 
of Inages in contradiction to a Greek Synod, which had com- 
manded it under pain of Anathema, and herewith agree all 
the * Ancient Writers, Hincmarnus, Aimoinus, Rhegino, Ads, 
Abbas Urſpergenſis, belides the Books, which go under the name 
of Charles the Great purpoſely written againſt that Council of 
Nice, appears to have been written in the time of the Emperour, 
both from the Anſwer to them by Adrian, and from Hincmare's 
Teſtimony. Belarmin and Baronizs could not reſiſt ſo ſtrong con- 
viction, but were both forced to -mgy Tay the Council of 
Frankford had condemned this of Nice, were aſhamed to 
ſay bluntly, that either theſe Books were corrupted, or the Au- 
thours lied, this was too courſe, for Bellarmin and Baronizs thou 


2 Vid. not. ad Copus, Surins and Sanders made. no ſcruple of it, and Binixe * here 


Eonczlium. 


leaves the two Cardinals his uſual Guides , to follow theſe. 
But Bellarmin and Baronizs were men of more ſlight and fineneſs 
than to make uſe of ſo confident 'an argument, they acknow- 
ledge that the Council of Nice was condemned at Frankford ; 
but, fay they, the Fathers of Frankford were impoſed upon, 
they knew not. that the Pope had confirmed the Council 
of Nice, and beſides: miſtook the ſenſe of that Council. $:-- 
mondus * here falls in with Bellarmin and Baronines, well knowing 
that they had pitched upon the onely thing that could with any 
tolerable colour be faid in the caſe : for he owns the Books of 
Charles the Great and the Canons of Frankford to be now gene- 
rally accounted genuine beyond all diſpute among learned men. 
And thus much Maimbarg, and Natalis Alex. cannot deny, that 
they were written by that Emperour himſelf, or by his order. 

4. Butfirſt, what did the Legates doe there, if they could not 
acquaint the Biſhops, that the Pope had approved the Synod of 
Nice? how could they be ignorant of what the Pope had done 
on ſo important an occaſion, or what that Do&rine was, which 
he had confirmed > They were very extraordinary men, and their 
| tions were extraordinary, if they knew no better what 
they came about.. Beſides the Authour of the Opns Carolinum: ® 


ſuppoſes 


of the Authority - of Councils. 19 


ſaxpoſſy he Pope and wy Patriarch of uſanings 1 agreed 

the point ot Images. was © not unacquainted with © p. 88. 

the « diſtintion of the Niceve Council between the worſhip due 

to Images, and that due to God himſelf, and he 4 frequently * P?: 257, 

makes uſe of Greek, which ſhews he was no ſuch ſtranger to chat 25%» 275 

Tongne, but that. he might very well inform himſelf, as it 7? ©” | 

appears he had done, what the Niceze Do&rine was, whether 4 
is Book was compoſed by Alcwinus, or by Ingilramnus, or by N 

whomſoever elſe is not much material to my preſent purpoſe, 

but if it were writ in the Council of Frankford, as Bellarmis 

and Baroizs think, or before it, © as appears from the Book it /elf, 

or though it were writ afterwards, yer can it be ſuppoſed thart * p. 5. 

all the Biſhops at Frankford with the Emperour, whoſe name 

this work bears, ſhould be fo great ſtrangers to the Doctrine of 

Nice fo fully fet forth and confuted in this Book Bellarmin 

indeed ſays, the Book gives a wrong account of the Dofrine; 

but 'tis plain, he gives a wrong account of the Book : for it does 

as f accurately diſtinguiſh betwixt Latria and Doxlia as Bellarmin * Þ+ %8- 

himſelf, and then proves that neither of them may be given to 


I . That the Council of Frankford could be ignorant of +8 
the Doftrine eſtabliſhe | 


iſhed at Nice can ſeem probable to no man, 8 

who conſiders, that the Pope had cauſed the Canons of Nice 630 
to be into Latis, that his tes were preſent at | | 41} 
Frankford, and that they refuſed to conſent to the ee of 1 
that Council, as Belermin and Baroins affirm. To imply that 71 
the Biſhops at Frankford did not underſtand Greek might pals ty 
well enongh from Sirmondss, but might have been ſpared by | 
men of no greater accuracy in that Tongue than the two Card:- | 
nals: if not one among them all were killed in the Greek, yet why BY 
could they not read the Tranſlation > why could they not con- 
ſult the Legates? The Cardinals parreps might be ſenſible | 

hy _ _ = are 0 Ln for want of a _ - 
Greek, and Anaſtaſins * iays, the Tranflation was very perplext, * Prefat. in 
and hardly iSible but I can never be perſuaded that 7 
Legates would ſtand by and deny their conſent, and yet not en- gy, 0, £ 
deavour to undeceive the Council, and at leaſt adviſe them to 
ſend to Rowe, for Inſtrukors. Pope Adrian wrote himſelf in 
defence of the Synod of Nice, which he had confirmed, and 
{o muſt be allowed to underſtand it, and Greek, could then be 


no very ſtrange Language at Rome, not conſequently at Frankford 
D 2 neither 
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20 An Hiftorical Examination 
neither among three hundred Biſhops gathered together from all 
rants of the Weſt, when the Pope had fo lately renounced his 
Allegiance to the Greek, Emperour, and yet ſtill a correſpon- 
dence was held between Rome and C. P. by Adria» with Con- 

b Conctl. Tom. ftantine and Irene, and Taraſins Þ, as 2 by their Letters, 

7 5. But 'tis in vain to argue bilities, if the Canon 
it ſelf, as is pretended, be grounded upon a miſtake. Alara 
eſt in medinm quaſtio de Grecornum Smode, quam de adorandis 
Imaginibus Conſtantinopoli fecernnt , 1n qui ſcriptum habebatar, 
wt qui imaginibus ſanftorum ita ut Deifici Trinitati ſervitium, aut 
ador ationem non impenderet, anathema judicaretxar ; qui ſupra /anttiſ- 
fomi Patres noſtri omnimodis orationem ant ſervitutem eis impendere 
renuentes, contempſerunt atque conſentientes condemnaverunt. © The 
* queſtion, about the new Greek Synods, held at C. P. about 
* Worſhipping of Images, was then debated ; therein it was 
* written that whoſoever ſhould not pay that Service or Ado- 
* ration to the Images of the Saints, which he would pay to the 
* B. Trinity ſhould be anathematized : whereupon our Holy 
* Fathers wy means refuſing to pray to them, or pay them 
* ſervice, deſpiſed and unanimouſly condemned it. Here is firſt 
C. P. miſtaken for Nice, and then it is ſaid that the ſame Wor- 
ſhip is under Anathema commanded to be given to Images, . 


© Not. in Con» Which is given to- the bleſſed Trinity. Sirmondas © is ſo in- 
cil. Franco- genuous as to propoſe a way of reconciling the firſt miſtake 
_ _ of C. P. for Nice by ſuppoſing that the Synod is ſaid to have 
wot! 7+ C®%* beenat C. P. not that it was held in that City, but becauſe it 


066, 
"_ was in the Conſtantinepolitane Empire, and at the command of 


the Greek Emperour Conſtantine and his Mother Irene. This, 
I muſt confeſs, ſeems to me ſtrained ; bur it were yet a grea- 
ter force upon the imagination to be told, that Charles the 
Great with three hundred Biſhops met together to condemn the 
Worſhip of Images, decreed in a General Council about 
_ſeven years before, ſhould yet not be certified where this De- 
" cree was made, nor be able to diſtinguiſh Nice from C. P. and 
that the ſame Pope ſhould ſend his Legates to both Synods, 
and yet give them no better inſtructions than to ſuffer them 
to be ignorant in ſo late a matter of Fa&t, which muſt be 
known all over Ewrope, For when the Worſhip of Images 
which had undergone ſo much debate, and had been Fo 
cauſe of fo great Troubles, and occaſioged the _ _ 
x96) by unculs, 


of the Authority of Councils. 


Councils, but had never the good luck to ſucceed, was at laſt 
in a General Council enjoyned under Anathema : and when 
the Popes Laps their coming from the Council brought a 
Copy of it ſubſcribed b Conſtantine and Irene, which the ſame 
Pope that now ſent his Legr to Frankford, commanded to be 
tranſlated into Latin, and placed in his Library, when the Pope 
himſelf had anſwered the n—_ propos'd by the our 
_—_ this very Council of Nice, who can conceive that the 
whole TranſaQion ſhauld not be noiſed abroad and talked of in 
all places, and among all perſons, and in all its circumſtances 
ſo exactly known, that it would have been impoſſible to have 
picked out three hundred men of any tolerable rank and con- 
verſation, who could be ignorant, that the General Council of 
Nice had at length decided the vexatious controverſie about 
Images? If its judgment had been acquieſced in as infallible, 
or but of ſufficient Authority to enforce any ſubmiſſion u 
the conſcience, it certainly had been taken more notice of, > —_ 
to be unknown to any man of ordinary obſervation in its leſs ma- 
terial circumſtances of time, and place, and number of Biſhops ; 
the Doctrine however had been taught and | — every 
where among all forts of People, or, if it had been rejected 
by ſome, yet theſe would have found themſelves obliged to 
ive an account, why they rejected it, and (o to enquire thorow- 
y into it : but to ſuppoſe ſo many Weſtern Biſhops, with the 
Pope's Legates among the reſt, and the Emperour himſelf in 
the midſt of them, ſo groſly and even ſtupidly ignorant, as to 
know neither the Doctrine it ſelf, nor the place where the Sy- 
nod was held but ſeven years before, is to caſt too great a ble- 
miſh upon the Weſtern Church, and would be apt to make 
men ſuſpe&, that the Weſtern Clergy at that time could make 
no pretence to the leaſt ſhare of infallibility either in a Coun- 
cil or out of it. The Emperour's Book mentions the Greek 
Council as held in Bithyia, and it were extreme weakneſs to 
imagine, that Charles the Great, aſter he had been at the pains 
to write a Book upon the ſubje&, or had ordered one to be 
written,. had not intelligence good enough to ſet the Synod right 
in the circumſtance of place at leaſt, if any will be ſo free 
with him, as to: ſay he was raſh enough to oppoſe he knew 
not what. Hei 
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An Hiftoricel Examination 
6, But to free that wiſe and great E , and the whoke 
#efters Church from ſo ftupid Jp Fs oy can be no won- 
der, that the Decree concerning Image-worſhip re- 
j i F. Frankford as made at C. P. to him, 


in 
who remembers firft meeting of che Nicene Fathers was 
«6. P. and that _ on hey began 41 =y = = ps 
who were againſt the worſhip of Images, but . P. to0 
hot for them were forced to remove to Nice. i 
give 2 farther account, why the Do&rine condemned i 
Canon of Frankford doth not ſo exaRtly agree with the definition 
made at Nice, where it is probable they might think fir to be 
more moderate and cautious in their expreſſions, after they had ex- 
perience how ill the Do&rine of Image-worſhip was thought of 
at C. P. and with how great difficulty it was like upon any 
terms to be received. The Council of Frankford might be con- 
tent to uſe the like moderation and not dire&ly to oppoſe that 
Council in the face of his Legates, which had after a fort been 
defended by the "oy himſelf, ſince it was fufficient in the end 
of the Canon to add ſuch a clauſe as excludes all worſhip of 
Images whatſoever: Qui ſupri ſanitiſims Patres noſtri omnimodss 
orationem ant ſervitutem ets impendere renuentes contempſerunt atque 
conſentientes condemmarunt : They might not be unwilling to 
ſpare the-name of a Council that had gone before them in con- 
emning the Herefie of Felix, and Ehpandaws, and after the diſ- 
eenthe Emperour and the Pope, the Emperour might 


pow think fit to try this expedient for an Accommodation 
of a thing that had been of fo ill conſequence, and ſo might 


ve _—_ omit —_— of oo. _ youm to ge the 
pes Legates at Frankford tO condemn t e Popes tes 
at Nice, but nevertheleſs to have the thing it ſelf condemned as 
effeQually, as if all the Fathers of Nice had been particularly 
named. - For it is obſerved that Charles the Great and his 
Son Lewis after him had a particular care to give the Popes 
good words, and to keep fair with them, when they moſt 
withſtood thei way, wh and thus Lewis carryed it in this very 
caſe of when the worſhip of them was condemned in the 
Council of Paris. This is the account, which to me ſeems moſt 
probable, but however that the Nicene Council was condem- 
ned not onely at Frankford, but generally in the ef, and 
ſhortly after in the Eſt too, is as clear as the light. Aaimbnr, 


an 


of the Authority of Councils. 
and Natalis Alex. are fo hard 


| 7 to it, after all their endea- 
vouts to palliate and reconcile theſe two Councils, that they 
are forced to pretend that Charles the Great was enraged at Cor- 


ſtantine the Greek Emperour, becauſe he refuſed tro marry his 
Siſter, and fo in revenge called this Council at Frankford in 
oppoſition to Conſtantine il at Nice, and the Images and 
Image-worſhipers, it ſeems; ſuffered a!l the hard names and bad 
uſage at Frankford becauſe Conſtantine loved Images better than 
the Lady. An honourable revenge, for Charles the Great to 
vent his ſpleen upon the poor Images, which, I ſuppoſe, were 
all againſt the Match. But the captious and frivolous cavils of 
thoſe two Writers are particularly and fully anſwered by # 
Spanhemixs, and are not much material to be here conſidered. 
7. 'Tis certain the Council of Nice had been before con- 
demned in Britain ®, and Alcninus had written againſt it, and 
in the name of the Princes and Biſhops had ſent a Cenſure 
of it to the Emperour, together with the Acts of the Council, 
which the Emperour had before ſent into Britain, and this pro- 
bably was the firſt Draught of the Ops Carolinune, which Adrian 
replyed to. A Synod at Paris owned by Sirmondus © and Ma- 


billon, notwi ing Belarmin's pretended confutation, con- 
demned Image-worſhip and the Second Council of Nice, with 


the two Epiſtles of Adria, one to Charles the Great in de- 
fence of it, and another to Conſtantine and Irene to perſuade 
them to call it. Adria» wrote his Defence for the direftion of 
the Francks, and Anaſtaſius * informs us, that the French were 
not reconciled to this Council, nor to the worſhip of Images 
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in his time, and not onely abillon but Bellarmin © himſelf © retarmin 


confeſles, that fonas Anrelianenſis, Agobardns, and generally the 
French Writers of that age were againſt the worſhip of Images, 
and condemned the Council of Nice, which likewiſe had been 
done in the beginning of this Century DCCEXTY. in a Council at 
C. P. called by Leo Armenizs : yet the Embaſſadours from the 
Greek Emperours to Lewis le Debonnaire in DCCCXXIV. complain of 
the horrible abuſes that were then got into that Church, that 
the Greeks had thrown down Crofles in their Churches, and 
ſet up Images in their room, that they. lighted Candles before 
them and offered Incenſe to them, that they adored them 


with ſinging Hymns to them, and asking help of them, and 
by a.moſt. ridiculous ſuperſtition ns Godmother bu 
their 
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An Hiſtorical Examination. 


their Children, and that ſome Prieſts had dared to doe what 
cannot be mentioned without borrour, they ſcraped off the paint 

from Images and it with the Wine at the Sacrament, 

and had been guilty of other ſuch like abuſes: others put the 
Sacramental Bread into the hands of Images, and from them 

received the Communion, and others forſook the Churches, 

and in private houſes made uſe of Tables ſet before Images to 

*Mabillon ib, conſecrate the Sacrament upon. It was on this ® occaſion, that 
p. 15. 24 Lewis le Debonnaire called the Council above mentioned at Pars, 
wherein a Book was compiled to ſhew, that Images are nor 

at all to be worſhiped, which he ſent to the _ but with order 

to mitigate ſome paſlages, and to manage the controverſie ſo 
dextrouſly , as to give leaſt offence to his HolineG. Theſe 
proceedings had ſuch ſucceſs, thar' Nicholas the Firſt in his Coun- 

cil held at Reme, and in the relation he gives of it to Michael 

the Emperour, and Adrian the Second in his Epiſtle to Caro/us 

Calvus mentions but ſix General Councils, the ſeventh not be- 

ing then received into the numþer, not becauſe it was noe yet 

b Vid. Conc. turned into Good Latin, as the Þ Annotator would perſuade us, 
wo. 8.p-287- byt becauſe it was not thought to contain ſound Defrine : for 
we ſince it was confirmed by the Pope, what prejudice could that 
be to the reception, though it had been in a Tongue as un- 
known to the Prieſts, as that which their Prayers are in is 
ro the People? When A Archbiſhop of Yiewne in the pro- 
ſeſſion of Faith, which upon his promotion to that See, he ſent 

' tO Nicholas the Firſt, declared that he approved the four General 
Councils, making no mention of the reſt, Nicho/xs notwithſtan- 
ding ſends him the Pall, but withall writes to know what he 
thought of the fifth and ſixth Councils, not requiring him to 
fay © any thing ofthe ſeventh. And indeed all the Patriarchs of 
the Eaf, except the Patriarch of C. P. uſed to make mention, 
in their Synodical Epiſtles, but of ſix General Councils, as the 
% Tom.10. ad Fycyclica of Photins (hews, and as Baronizs 4, who firſt pub- 
t———_ liſhed it, does not gainſay. Which made the Authour of the 
apr "© Annales Berliniani obſerve, that the eighth Synod had defined 
* Mabillon Concerning Images, contrary to what the Orthodox had defined 
ibid. p.27- before, For the controverſie about Images was again under 
Dn debare at C. P. when Nicholas the Firſt * ſent his Legate thither, 
v8 and their chief buſineſs was to decide it, for they were to 


© Mabillon 
ibid. þ. 27+ 


, a& nothing in- the cauſe of Phorixs, but onely ro enquire how 
hi 


of the Authority of Councils. 


things had been managed. Afterwards under Adrian the Second, 
DECCLXAX. | ——_— LG _ was Rs oe 
appears to have another Synod oppoling the worthip of * 7; £7 a6. 
Enages which they anathematize ; and it was one part of their WE». 
buſineſs to eſtabliſh that worſhip *, So that this Council of Nice 112/s 7 7 
wasreceived neither in the Eaſt nor in the Weſt, during one Cen- 75), <int- 
ury after it was held. Nay , it has been lately ſhewn that till (62 route 
the fifteenth Century the veneration of Images was reje&ed by c!. r360. 
the moſt eminent perſons of the Weſtern Church #. Afterwards * Fallibiliry 
Images and the Council of Nice had a bleſſed time of it, and the pre 
People grew fond of theſe which they call Laymens Books , when monftrared 
their Pneſts could ſcarce reade any other. And though it may from the &- 
well be expected, that the extravagance of this dotage ſhould cond Council 
be much abated fince the Reformation , eſpecially in Fraxce , 0 
where Popery is new modelled and refined to that degree; yet + mavil. ;s. 
even there ſober men complain and lament, but cannot remedy p. 28. & Ki- 


the excels of it in our days +. ch 


$ VII. 1. There are no fewer than four Councils which lay an cap.1 1, 
claim to the title of the eighth General Council , and the Pope The eighth 
was prelent either in perſon or by his Legates in them all. Three Gen- Counci 
of theſe were held at C. P. The firſt DECCLXT. in which Jgnarivs & —_— 
Patriarch of C. P. was depoſed; the next DCECLXX. in which he 4n. 557755. 


was reſtored, and Photius depoſed 3 the third DECCLXX&ITX. when, The Dares of 


after che death of Ignatius, Photius was again placed in that See, *{e 3 Coun- 


The fourth, * which goes under the name of che eighth General — 
Council, is that of Florence, of which I ſhall forbear to ſpeak 3; Eairien, 
till we come to it in order. * Vid. Not. ad 
- 2. The Council of C. P. which condemned Photizs is eſtee- Conce C-P-ry, 
med the eighth General Council by the Latins generally, and ary 
that which reſtored him , by the Greeks, by Zonaras , Balſamon, Self. vi. in 
Pſellus , Nilzs, 8c. Marcus Epheſinus ® in the Council of Florence principio. 
maintains in the name of the whole Greek 
Church, that the Council of C. P. which re- 'Am wn yiv uixe 74199 ever 
Rored Photins had nulled che Council, which — & 7 ngey OO 
the Latins call'd the eighth General Council, oe en ne vant i 
in which J2natizs was reſtored and Photius de- 'T11alis yearinms js AnAnIWT, 
»ofed , and that this Council was confirmed sr4344aa. Marc. Epheſ. in Conc. 
by 7ohn the Eighth 3 and that in the fame Flor: Sef: 5. col. 87. Conc. vol. 15, 
Synod it was determined , that the addition 
of Fil6que (hould be taken out of a Ceed, and therefere 
rom 
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An Hiſtorical Examination 


from that time; in-the Great Church at C. P. they uſed, he fays, 
to denounce Anathema to whatever had been written or ſpoken 
againſt the holy Patriarchs Photius and Jgnativs. To this the Car- 
dinal 7lian, with whom Marcus Epheſinus had the Diſpute, could 
find nothing to reply, for which he is very much blamed by 
another Cardinal, who never was at ſuch a loſs , but he always had 
ſomething to ſay; 1 mean Baronins. Tis plain the Biſhop of Rhodes, 
who in the next Seſſion undertook to anſwer Aarcns Epheſings, 
knew very little of the matter; for he pretends to ek onely 


upon Probabilities 5 \i3u #n 72m nw)e'mn pzlreru, un £0xoger* 
< ſay that this does not by any means ſeem probable. He ob- 
jects, that the Pope nor his Legates did nor preſide in Photins?s 
Council, as if the Greeks had ever thought that neceſſary ; he 
makes no exceptions againſt any particulars in the Acts of the 
Synod, as not authentick, but would prove in general, that there 
never was ſuch a Synod, becauſe the Pope nor his __ = 

» (ar- 


GS .  ,, not prelide in itz * for if they 
gl ye NEE: 5 © gues he) there would have been ſome re- 
aki 755 guvids Cueirnre Bb, col. 129. © MEmMbrance of that Synod in the Lariz 
| | «& Church: whereas the Epiſtles and Commo- 
nitorium Of ?ohn the Eighth ſhew that there was ſuch a Synod, 
and that his Legates did preſide in itz and Barris proves , that 
his Legates for their compliance were excommunicated at their 

return to Rome. 
» 3, Noris it a Pretence of the Greeks onely, that this, ſtyled the 
fourth Council of C.P.wherein Phorixs was condemned, is vacated : 
: Por. 4. but the Epiſtles of Pope fob» the Eighth to this very purpoſe are 
cap. 96, 97. Cited by Ivo Carnutenſis * F. his —— of Oncgns . hr 
. IR _ © Conſtantinopolitan SY which was mage 
— ror ns ef, « againſt Photizs is to be rejected. 7ohn the 
non- eſſe recipiendam. Joannes vii © Eighth to Photinus the Patriarch 3 We have 
Patriarch Photinoz. am, gue con- © y2cared and entirely aboliſhed the Conſtan- 
— mmngy mg roman © rimopolitan Synod which was made againſt 
mw, Gs omnino delevimus., tum © Photius, as well for other reaſons, as becauſe 
propter alia , tum quoniam Adrianus © Pope Adrian did not ſubſcribe in it, Of 
Papa w— inea. De eodem « (6 (3me thing, John to his Apocrifcaris, Ye 


Fs Hank gs queens « (hall ſay , that we vacate and daſh out of 


rium ſub Adriano Papa Romz vet © the number of the holy Synods, all thoſe 
Conſtantinopoli ſunt fate , caſſa- © Synods which were held againſt Phorins 
mus, (5 de numero ſanztarum Synodo» «© \\ 1 Dope Adrian at Rome Or at Conſt an- 
I © :;nople,, 'Fhe fame Authour , in his Pro- 


logue 


of the Authority of Councils. 


logue or Preface, quotes another of Pope 7ob»'s Epiſtles at 

large written to the Eaſtern Churches , wherein he tells them 

that they had been too _ in reſtoring Photius without his 

knowledge : but for all that, he was well enough contented, and 

brings ſeveral arguments to ſhew that Photizs might be reſtored , 

notwithſtanding any ſentence which had pafſed upon him. He 

there compares Photias's cafe not with that of the Donarifts, but 

of St. Athanaſins, St. Cyril and Polichromas z of St. Chryſoſtome and 

Flavianusz and then concludes , that if the Donartifts, who had 

been caſt out of the Church by a General 

Council , had yet been received into Com- —=MNulu excuſe pro Synodis contre 

munion by another Council, much more ©” perattis, nullus ſandforum Pre- 

ought men of an orthodox Faith and an wnbla- OO — o__ 

mable life, not to be condeinned, but reſtored De iz/o enim jabreptum eft ills, mul- 

to their former dignity z which muſt ſuppoſe {us contra eum ſubſcriptiones weftrae 

Photins to be a man of an o:hogox Faith and _—_— = gar babeat © oinne 

2n nblameable Life; or elſe vie muſt ſuppoſe (0079.9  _ - 

his Argument nothing to the purpoſe. But 

he proceeds to ſay , that his Predeceſſours Nicholas and Adrian 

had been impoſed upon, and thac all that had been done againſt 

Photius was to be accounted as if it had been never done. Nor 

doth this depend upon vos Authority onely , but the ſecond 

Canon of the Council which reſtored Photius is inſerted by Gra- 

tian 25 a Canon of che eighth General Council , for which heis 

ſeverely handled by Baronins, though others of the Roman * Com- * Rader.apud 

munion have been wavering as to this matter, and have written Þ121um Conc. 

uncertainly and confuſedly about itz and Imecent the Third _ _ 

! himſelf quotes the ſame {econd Canon in his Epiſtles.  Lihache 

4. Baronius notwithſtanding, Raderns and Poſſevin, whoſe Argy- «. 11. 

ments Binis has colleed in his Notes, and generally the whole 

Roman Church are for maintaining the Authority of this fourth 

Council of C. P. and this is the laſt of the eight General Coun- 

cils which every Pope is ſworn to at his Conſecration ®. They * Vid. T.Pre- 

argue that the Acts of that Council which reſtored Photizs are ff: fd: apud 

corrupted, which is a ſure Argument, when there is nothingelſe 7m 

to ſay: Well, but they prove it from 7ob»'s Epiſtles, which are 

quite another thing in the Yatica® MSS. than they are in theſe 

As : but how does it wg woke theſe Epiſtles are more authen- 

tick than the 4#s ? why, becauſe theſe have been abuſed by Pho- 

tizsz and how does that appear ? becauſe Photius was a Villain : 

as he was indeed one of the greateſt —_— of impiety that 
pl CVET 
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ever lived, if all be true that his Enemies relate of him. They ſay 

that his Mother, when ſhe went with child of him, dreamt that 

ſhe ſhould bring forth a nt, which with his noiſome Breath 

ſhould infe& the whole Eaſt ; and many holy Men forerold the 

ſame thing in plainer language to her, that ſhe ſhould be delivered 

of one who wonld be the ruine of the Church: this troubled her 

ſo much that ſhe often endeavoured to deſtroy her ſelf, rather 

than that ſuch a Brat ſhould ever be born into the World : bur 

her Husband prevented the deſign ; and ſhe was art laſt perſua- 

ded by devout People about her to ſubmit to the Providence of 

God : fo the was prevailed with to live, and, to her great ſorrow, 

was Mother of a Son who outwent all theſe nad ern For 

the Legend muſt not end here: He was an Impoſtour and uſed En- 
chantments , he got Jenatizs removed out of his Patriarchare, and 

himſelf placed in his room; he bad defiance to Popes; and 

1 they excommunicated him, to be even with them, he 
excommunicaredthem againz when they depoſed him, he depo- 

ſed them, and never was behind-hand with them in any kind offi- 

_ ces, and this is thought to have been his greateſt crime : though 
DES _—__ beſides, ® he held that a man has two ſouls, while his enemies ac- 
offevin. fed 4s if they thought men to have none. The Popes, it ſeems, had 
. -every one a touch at him in their turn, for he was condemned 

« by nine Popes, and was under Excommunication XLY: years ©, 


* which is ſomewhat longer, I think, than F. riarington or F.walſh. 


All this to be fure made him an abominable Schiſmatick ? , a 

Fornicator , a Parricide , a notorions Liar , another Adaximms 

1 Ibid. Col. q Cynicus, another Dioſcorms, another 7:das z Antichriſt *. To ſpeak 
- = all in a word, he was a very Devil. 

* Pref. ibid. 5. Aﬀeer this heavy charge, what wickedneſs can be imagined 

Cel. 967. that will not be believed of Phorizs ? Tis none of my bufineſs ar 

CS 6. preſent to make his defence, which wculd be now the more 

u90, 1334, difficult to be done, becauſe all *rhe Ads and Writings for his 

Juſtification were ſought out and burnt in this fourth Council 

of C.P. "Tis ſufficient for me to obſerve that Pope Nicholas at 

firſt interpoſed as an Indifferent Arbitrator between him and Je- 

»atizes, Which ſure he would never have done, if Photius had been 

Iley of fo notorious Crimes : he was mainly concerned that 

elf had not been conſulted z as for any thing elſe, 'tis nor- 

eafie to obſerve which ſide he moſt inclined to. He writes to 

Photi«s, and tells him, he is glad'to undetſtand, that he'is ortho- 

-dox, but is ſorry he ſhould from a Laick itnmediately ers 

a Biſhop 


of the Autherity of Councils. 


a Biſhop without pafſing throngh the inferiour Orders, and this 
is the onely exception againſt him. His Legates ſo far approve 
Photizs's Cauſe, that they communicate with him , and con- 
demn heratins ;, for which indeed they were excommunicated 
when they came home , becauſe the Pope ſaid, they had gone 
beyond their Commiſion , whether this were onely a pretence, 
or that they had really exceeded rheir Orders: In his Epiſtles 
ro the Emperour as well as to Photixs the Pope finds no other 
faule, but that of a Laick , he ought not to have been made 
Patriarch , though there had been (o late an Example of this 
in Tarafius , befides Saint Ambriſe and Neftarims, So that the 
plain truth is, Pope Nicholas would have the whole matter reſer- 
ved to his own deciſion, and he (hould be the Patriarch whom 
Nicholas would appoint. To ſay that Photizes * uſurped upon 1e- 
—zatixs is but a Cavil, for Ignatius had ſerved 7ohn {o before, as 


Anaſtaſins confeſſes , and Nicho!as * does not deny it, onely he * Nich. Ep.5. 


agam urges that himſelf ought to judge between them. In 


Epiſt. to Bard * he compliments him highly , telling him , he * =p. 12. 


was exceedingly troubled, that a man of his extraordinary cha- 
racer for vertue and piety ſhould be concerned for Phorizes, which 
ſufficiently overthrows the {lander, that the depoſition of 1ena- 
tizes was procured, becauſe he would not approve the Inceſt of 
Bardas , bat excommunicated him for it. Pope Nicholas is not 
conliſtent wich himſelf in the account he gives of the behaviour 
of his Legates in this affair : ſometimes he writes that they in- 


formed him * that they were under reſtraint, and were told of * Ep. 6-. 


very hard uſage deſigned rhem , but this was onely Rumour : 
in another Epiſtle he writes, that they had been bribed to com- 
municate with Phetizs, and to depoſe /2natins, but that,they both 
denyed they had- done any ſuch thing , till at laſt Zacharias 
confefled that he had communicated with Photizs, and had de- 
pofed Jenatizs; but not a Syllable of any Bribe mentioned: 


Rhadoaldus ? the other Legate, ſtood out ſtill, and would not con- » #yift 1. 
fels, nor would by any means be perfuaced to abide his Tryal , Cu. 28s. & 
but fled for it, notwithſtanding all the kind words and promi- '* ©* 355. 


fes of fair dealing the Pope could give him: though in the chur- 


ceenth Epiſtle they are ſaid both to confeſs the Fact *, and after- * cw. 427, 


wards Rhadoaldus flies. So little is there to be relied upon in the 


Invectives againſt Phorixs. This is certain, not ® a Biſhop was ſuf- * 48. r, 2,3. . 


fered to fit-in the Council called to depoſe him, till he had a 
be 
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ſubſcribed a Writing ſent thither from the Pope , wherein they 


denounced Anat 


and owned thoſe againſt him : then it can be no wonder if c 


to Photius, and cond his Cou 


» 


libel him in the moſt bitter manner , calling him by all the ill 
names they could think of , and treat him in ſuch Terms as could 
not become them to uſe, whatever he might deſerve ; that no- 
thing might be wanting to the keenneſs of their malice, they 
made /ambicks upon him , which Anaſtaſius has taken care to 
tranſlate, but the Greeks were aſhamed of them , for their Co- 


y tells us, t 


were ill Verſes, and fo it has omitted them ; 


» 44.7. in bw Anaſtaſius ® had no ſuch nice Stomach, he knew no diſtin&i- 
on of good or bad, fo they were but againſt Phetins, At 
the end of the ninth Aion the Greeks, it ſeems, were not 
ſo witty in their own malice , but Anaftafins has ſupplyed thit 
defeR, and added ſome Rhimes of his own. 7 mention this the 
rather for the honour and antiquity of this way of confutation , becanſe 
a late Authour has turned all the Papifts Arguments, and all their Rai- 


e Nicetas in /ery too into Rhime, 


In Concluſion, © the Fathers ſubſcribe his 


vita Ignat. Depoſition, not with 1k , but with #ine conſetrated in the Sa- 


ap. Labbe. 


crament, which i a ſurer ſign of the hatred they bare to Photius than 
—— of their belief of ts oo ths for what malice could tranſport 
men to {o extravagant Impiety , as to profane our Lord's own 
bloud to ſuch a uſe 2 What the Proceedings of this Council were 
may be ſufficiently underſtood from this which has been bur inti- 
mated our of it, and I need not refer to the account Phorixs gives, 


— MVP 
6” Bay Tae apgderyua , "Iowa 
nuTy ator mTpio3ny x, 25 ems 
vis d(uteanus avlegs wi)lanha- 
ow X maTUALNS TERS gemritur. 
eftudeiva: &% Ty Vauunms ar 
owteis xagupaurs Sina, Ofc. 
Phot. Epift. 118. © And if hither- 
<« to they were not daring enough, 
«yer it was an uncxampled thing, 
* tro change the Ambaſſadours and 
© Servants of impious Saracens in- 
« to High-Prieſts, and to give them 
© the precedency of Patriarchs, and 
<« to ſer them up as Heads of their 
« wonderfull Afcmbly. 

4 Philippi Cyprii Chron. Eccleſ. 
Grec. cum Com, Henr.Hilarii. p. 137» 


but to the Ads themſelves, to obſerve their 
heat and fury againſt him. He complains of 
great terrour and violence uſed in the Sy- 
nod, and that certain Embaſladours from 
the Saracens were received there , and took 
their places , as Patriarchs of the Eaſt. And 
there is ſti!] exſtant 4 an Epiſtle of Elias Pa- 
triarch of Zerſalem, which confirms the Truth 
of what Photivs ſays in this matter. He makes 
frequent Complaints in his Epiſtles of the 
hard(hips and miſeries which himſelf and his 
Party endured , and declares how unwilling- 
ly he entred upon the Patriarchate, and pro- 
feſles, that if it had been in his own Power, 
he would ſooner have choſen to dye, than to 
venture 
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venture on ſo high and difficult a ſtation, and was now ready to 
refign: and he makes theſe complaints not to any friend at a 
diſtance from Court, or who could be a ſtranger to his Afﬀairs, 
but to Bardas, the man who is ſaid to have conſpired with him 
to get Ienatins depoſed ; if that were true, what need could he 
have to make ſuch prefling ſolicitations to one ſo deeply engaged 
in his Intereſt > and how ridiculous would ſuch Proteſtations be? 
could he be fo forſaken of all modeſty and common ſenſe, as to 


rell the very man, © who contrived the whole bufineſs with him, * pit. 3- & 
how great a force and relu&tancy he had upon himſelf in con- $ 
ſenting to be made Patriarch ? Theophanes * his Deacon and Pro- * Epiſt. 83. 


thonotary was put to the Torture, that by any means he might be 
compelled to accuſe Photius, which he afterwards lamented, and 


beſought his pardon. Photins © gives a large deſcription of his s #pift. 194. 


miſeries in an Epiſtle which he wrote to the Ta" while he 
was in Baniſhment. And all this he ſuffered for his Loyalty 


Þ to his Prince z for he was depoſed, becauſe he refuſed to re- * —_ _ 
ceive Baſilins to Communion after he had murthered Michael the 
Emperour. Whoever conſiders his unſhaken Loyalty, and reads Chronograph. 


his Writings will not eafily believe that he could be fo notort- 
ous a Villain as he is repreſented z but if ſo much wickedneſs 
could meet in one man, in one Biſhop, yet how improbable is 
it that the whole Greek Church ſhould reipe& and reverence 
this Biſhop as a Saint > or that Pope ob» the Eighth , after his 
cauſe had been ſo narrowly examined, and his Enemies had faid 
and done their utmoſt , ſhould yet think him a man of an ortho- 
dox Faith and an wnblameable Life 3 and compare him to St. Atha- 
naſins, St. Cyrill and St. Chryſoſtome ? But he had diſcovered that 
his Predecefſours had been impoſed upon, or that ſomething more 
ſevere muſt be ſaid of them : and ſo are all thoſe impoſed upon, 
or would impoſe upon others, who give us ſo monſtrous a Cha- 
racer of ſo excellent a Man. He is charged with having cor- 
_ the Acts of the Councils w hich reſtored him, and parti- 
calarly thoſe paſſages which import that this fourth Council of 
C. P. was cancelled by that. Bur is it a ſure proof of Corrupti- 
on and Forgery if Copies differ , as the Greek and Latin Copies 
often do > The next ſtion will be, where the Forgery 
lies, and who is to be taxed with it. To go no farther, the Ver- 
fion of __- and the Greek Original of this fourth Council 
of C. P.. differ very much : for beſides other Variations, there are 
twenty 
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twenty ſeven Canons in the Lati» and but fourteen in the Greok, 
yet both of them muſt paſs for authentick enough, though the 
ſeventeenth of the additional Canons will give the French ſome 
pains to reconcile it to the practice of their Church. For i ap- 
points that all Metropolitans ſhall meet in Council at the fum- 
mons of their Patriarch , notwithſtanding any prohibition from 
the ſecular Magiſtrate, and that Princes ſhould not be preſent in 
any but General Councils: both which are contrary to the Prac- 
tice of the French Church : For their Princes are wont to be 
- preſent in their National and Provincial Synods, and their Bi- 
ſhops, if they be detained by command from the King, think 
that a ſufficient excuſe for abſenting themſelves from any _—_ 
their Patriarch ſhall call them ro. Two eminent Prelates of that 
Church, de Marca and Boſqnet , have endeavoured to explain 
this Canon fo as to juſtifie their own Do&tine and Practice: but 
Chriſtianus Lupas was (© little ſatisfied with the attempt, that he 
exclaimes againſt it , as becoming rather Enſebins of Nicomedia 
or Acacins of Ceſarea , than Biſhops of the Gatiica» Church , 
and whereas they alledge the Authority of Hincmare of Rhemes , 
he plainly ſays, that they might as well have alledged Lather's re- 
ſtimony againſt the Council of Trent. Natali Alex. interpoles to 
mediate the buſineſs, and would willingly make up the Debate 
with what facceſs let Lzpss's Party judge. Burt ſtil] theſe Canons 
muſt be all acknowledged authentick , though they are not in 
the Greek; but if the Greek differ from the Lariz in any thing ma- 
terial that goes in the leaſt againſt the Church of Rowe, loud Out- 

cries are preſently made of Falfhoed and Forgery. For the Char 

here ſeems to lye not againſt Photizs alone, bur againſt all 

Greeks in general , even from the ſecond to the eighth General 
' Prof. in Council. So Anaftafins i complains, that they had falftfied the 
'Eonc. C.P. Iv. ſecond, the third, the fourth, the ftxth, the ſeventh General 
cot. 9722 Councils, and he ſuſpects that they might uſe the ſame fraud 
G Anaſtaſ.not, as to the eighth. Nay, they did ſo: The fly Greeks & ſtole a- 
i —_ - way the Subſcriptions which they had made in the beginning 
cate 9*9* of this Council, and though they reftored them after they were 
þ cs diſcovered , yet at the end of the Council they had thewn chem 
"#/imi nftri ſuch another rrick , if 29 avs had not been too cunning for 
Czfaris ſanc- them. They had already taken out fome expreffions which 4- 
#iffimu D* 1,;,y the Second foiſted into an Epiftle of his Predec ; and 


pang NG ſo they had robbed the Weſtern Emperour of all the —_ 
| 
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which the preſent Pope had made his Predeceſſour fay of him, fol fir de- 
but Anaftafins, who with another as cunning as himſelf, by greaz Fong 
Providence as 'twas. thanght, was there, found out the wrong done jmminene , 
the r, and great Clamonrs were raiſed about it, nor adjecerar, vec. 
would the Legates at laſt ſubſcribe otherwiſe than conditionally, Guilielmus 
Uſque ad velantatem ejuſdem eximii Preſulis *, © As far as it was the Fjnimn ee 
«* defire of that worthy Prelate : which may convince us what a as continuator 
noiſe has uſed to be made of Forgery againſt the Greeks of what- Anaſtafii in 
ever Party; for as and Jenativs, we ſee, are not exempted z dr = It. 
the whole Greek Church of all Ages is accuſed of theſe fraudu-?* 85.6; 
lent Practices, which aſfares us that there have been ſuch Prac- continuar: in 
tices on one fide, and which ſide the fraud lyes may eaſily be de- Adrian. 17. 
termined, if we conſider that the paſſages pretended to have been ?: 33%: 
forged were received by all other Churches, and are not now 
denyed to be genuine by the moſt learned men in the Church of 
ee ee CIALIS 
ints © y , when any thing goes againſt t urch 0 
Rome, and Photius is not the firſt man that has been blackned to 
make the Charye find 2 more ealle belief. | 
6, Well ! But Photixs has before been guilty of making alte-  _ . " 

rations in an Epiſt. of Pope Nicholas ® , as that Pope complains. - wag : 
Very likely ! and that he might be ſure not to be diſcovered , 
it was ſent ® back again falſified tothe Pope with the Acts of * #4 
Phetins's Council. This is ſach an odd kind of Cheat, that it 
lays one thing to his charge, which his worſt enemies never durſt 
brand him with, and is fo great an Inſtance of Folly , that it 
ruines all the reſt of the Character they have been pleaſed to 
beſtow upon him : for it is acknowledged on all hands, that 
he was peculiarly eminent for his Learning , and for that which 
his Enemies call /x+:il:y, and his Friends wi/edom, That 7obx, the 

ighth did conſent that Photius ſhould be Patriarch is not denyed, 
nor that he ſent his Legates with Inſtructions for that purpoſe , 
as —— ana x y png _ certifie. ” a no " 
gery is : bur Ay, never conſented to t 
abrogating of the fourch Council of C. P. and that if the Le- 
gates conſented to any ſuch thing, they went beyond their Com- 
miſſion , but they racher incline to think , that though: che Le- 
gates were guilry of too much connivance , and fo betrayed the 
Truſt repoted in them , yet che As of the Council that reſto- 
red Pherins are fallified , as-the OG on folks the eighth are 


in 
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in all thoſe paſſages which ſpeak any thing in derogation to 
this fourth Council of C. P. 

7. But, firſt, it is certain that the reſtoring of Pherivs, and the 
owning him not onely for a Patriarch, but even for a Biſhop one- 
ly, is fo far a derogation to this Council, which fourth Ca- 
non decrees that Photi«s is no Biſhop, and ptonounceth all his 
Epiſcopal As void : ſo that the Council which afterwards by 
the conſent and approbation of oh» the eighth , acknowledges 
Photius for a Biſhop and a Patriarch too, does moſt certainly 
declare this whole Canon null, and bids fair towards the juſti- 
fying all that is | — to be forged in 7ohr's Epiſtles. I can- 
not think the Alterations in theſe Epiſt. by whomſoever they 
were made, are fo ancient as Photizs's time, panes they may be 
much later than 1vo Carnatenſis ; but if they be of ſo ancient date, 
and if it be true, that this Pope afterwards recalled his approba- 
tion and renounced communion with Phetizs, and anathematized 

* him and his own Legates for no other reaſon , but becauſe he 

* Bin, ap was laugh*d at for a Tame-man® g and in mockery called a #«- 
kgs, 1949 Pope, Pope four inſtead of Pope fob»: if he was ſo weak and 
Schor. Pref. Unconſtant ſo ſoon tor contradift his own Epiſtles and his Com- 
ad Photii Bi- monitorium ( Which are confefled to have been ſent on purpoſe 
bliathecam. tg reſtore Photius ) for no other reaſon, but becauſe he was up- 
braided with caſting ſuch a reflexion upon his two Predeceſ- 

ſours Nicholas the Firſt and Adrian the Second , the ſworn Ene- 

mies of Photius ; he might then be willing to have his Epiſtles 

ſo altered, as to make him moſt conſiſtent with his Predeceſ- 

ſours and with himſelf. But much more would he be inclined 

to be conſenting to ſuch an alteration, if there were other mo- 

tives more forcible : for the Truth is, Photins was the great 
Champion for the Liberties of the Greek Church, and therefore 

he muſt be ſure to enjoy no favour from the Church of Rome, 

which began to be as angry with Jgnativs, when he ſhewed him- 

ſelf in the ſame cauſe. For the firſt breach between the Greek 

and Latis Churches was occaſioned by contentions about Juriſ- 

» Concors, Giftion,, though afterwards it ſpread it ſelf farther into other 
Imp. & $«- Cauſes. Helſftenins would not allow this to be the riſe of the 
cerd. lib. x. Schiſm 3 but Pet. de Marca? defends himſelf againſt his objecti- 
$ 4- cum Bi- Ons, and maintains what he had before aſſerted, that no other 
haz, *Yerv. cauſe could be affigned; Balwzixs "adds, that he might have 
P19. faid farther, that the Popes of Rowe were in the fault, and could 
never 
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never juſtifie their pretenſions: which had been no more, fays 
he, than our Anceſtours have faid before, as he there ſhews b 
icular Inſtances. We ſee that Pope 7obr's Epiſtles are as ful 
y for abrogating this Council in vo Carnaterfis as Photius could 
make them, though he had endeavoured it never ſo much : and 
for my part, I cannot believe that Photivs was ſo much concer- 
ned for the Pope's NO as that he would be at the pains 
to fallifie the Acts of a Council upon that account: he 4 had 
excommunicated and depoſed Pope Nicholas, and though he 
was himſelf afterwards depoſed , yet was he reſtored without 
the Pope's leave or knowledge, onely the Pope had ſome ho 
of having his pretenſions to Bulgaria ſucceed, and upon that ſent 


4 Anaſt. Pre- 


fat. col. 967. 


to ratifie what he could not hinder , but when he * found him- * Bin- «x Bu- 


ſelf miſtaken in his deſign , and Photius the ſame man till, he 
fell foul upon him, as his Predecefſours had done. Now can- 
not I be perſuaded, that Photizs, if he could be fo baſe and wic- 
ked as to make a thouſand Forgeries, would yet doe it here : 
when he could not hope to be undiſcovered, or would conde- 
ſcend to uſe ſuch vile and fooliſh Arts, onely to countenance 
his proceedings with the appearance of that Authoricy, which he 
had in ſo much ſcorn and defiance. This would be, as if Arch- 
biſhop Cramer, after he had renounced the Pope*s Supremacy, 
ſhould have falſified the Bulls, which the Pope diſpatched hi- 
therto for his promotion to the See of Canterbury. The Greeks 
we have ſeen, looked upen this as the healing Synod, which af- 
ter the death of Jenatins , had reconciled all differences amo 
them by making void the Gonncil held againſt Photixs, and (et- 
tling him in his See again, and therefore whatever heats had 
paſſed between lenatiss and Photius (2s it often happens between 
very good men, and had happened between their own St. Chry- 
ſoftom and Epiphanius ) yet now theſe _ being compoſed in- 
to a happy peace and ſettlement, notwithſtanding the Pope's 
Anathema, they received the names of both Photius and Ignativs 
into their Diprxchs, and regiſter'd them among their Saints whom 
they moſt ſolemnly commemorate in their po 
8. There are ſo man RY in the Story againſt 
. Photius , that they will hardly gain belief without a Miracle , 
and therefore we are told that in the Council held againſt him 
at Rome, under Arian the Second, when the Book which con- 
tained his Vindication, after it had __ trampled upon by = 
2 r 
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the Reverend Aﬀembly , was at laſt thrown by his Holineſs into 
the fire ; the flames catched at it and devoured -it immedi- 
ately in a ſtrange manner, with a noiſome ſinel], and a kind of 
Pitch colour tinRured the fire ; and belides, a great ſhowr hap- 
poſe the ame time increaſed the flames as if ſo much Oil 


thrown upon them. And now who is ſo hardy as to 
deny the Authority of any thing that was ſaid or done againſt 
Phetixs , or to doubt but that the fourth Council of C. P, is 
in full force , and infallibly the eighth General Council ? 


The firſt 4 5 VIII. The imperfe& account we have of the three firſt Z4- 
A.D.xvicaxne tera Councils ſerves onely to ſhew the little eſteem which 
The ſecond was formerly had of them ; how General or Infallible ſoever 
Lat. Council, they might be 3 Bellarmin confeſſes that the two firſt are nor 
The 97-4 extant, and no great diſcoveries have been made of them ſince 
Lat. Council, his time; Caranza and Hlvins mention none of the three , and 
A. ctxxx, Plating paſſes them all over without beſtowing ſo much as the 
or MCLxxIx. Title of General upon them, and with o little remark as 
fccundumlab» ſhews that he eſteemed them none of the moſt conſiderable 
Actions of thoſe Popes Lives who called them. Indeed there 

are fey Provincial Synods the Records whereof leſs care has 

been taken of ; nor could ic * be that any Council ſhould uni- 

- verſally obtain amidſt ſo much Fa&ion and Schiſm, and among 

ſo many Antipopes as then vexed and divided the Church. 

- But it was the cuſtome of thoſe times to call all Councils Ge- 

eral which made any tolerable ſettlement of the Popedom , 
with the approbation of ſome of the chief Weſtern Princes. 
Thus illiam of Tre © ſpeaking of the Third Council of Late- 
ran, Cim anno precedente indifla eſſet per univerſum Latinorum or- 
bem Romaz Synodus Generals, ad eandem Smodum wecati profetti 
ſunt de noſtro Oriente, &c, © When there was a general Synod 
* called at Rowe the foregoing year , throughout all the Latin 
* World, thoſe who were called went out of the Eaſt , &+c. 
He mentions no more out of the Eaſt but himſelf and three 
other Biſhops with one Prior and one Abbat; and he, as moſt 
think, was a Latiz, and fo 'tis probable were all the reſt : how- 
ever, the Greeks in this Council oppoſed the Latins, and would 
« zicric. Dot yield in the leaſt, But not onely Weſtern Councils , but 
Ms y_ National and Provincial Synods were ſometimes ſtyled General ; 
p. 162. and Sir Roger Twiſden " gives many Inſtances to ſhe that ns diſ- 
on 
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Church, ma- Marifer 
ny Synods by our Writers being called Genera),' to which the $tephanusde 


obligation was never of that wt as if they did not, or conld Langeruna 


ran Council under Imncent II. was never received in England: jj 
thus Marr. Paris ſays, that Stephen Langton held a General Coun- oxonjum. 
cil at Oxford: yet the name of General, beſtowed upon them Hiſt. Maj. 
by ſome well diſpoſed to that Popes Intereſt, who called them, 4 «mw 
is almoſt all that can be ſhewn for the Authority of theſe three » > 169. 
Councils. It doth not appear that any of the Eaſtern Biſhops * 
were in the two firſt, and it is certain that the Greeks diſſented 
in the third, as they ever did, when they had no reſtraint upon 
them. 'Tis remarkable that in this Council an Oath was drawn 
up, by which all the Biſhops, that had rejeted Alexander the 
Third, abjured, and ſware Allegiance to him againſt all men, | 
contra omnem hominem, which * Oath was afterwards improved in- ,, & Pon- 
to that which all Biſhops, &c. take at their Conſecration. tificale Rom. 
$ IX. 1. The fourth Council of Laterax under Innocent the The fourth 


Third, A». NCERY. is reckoned the twelfth General Council in £4 Counch 


order by Bellarmin, Poſſevin, 8c. Cardinal Pele with his Synod at "<= 

Lambeth owns it for General, they frequently mention it, and 

never but under the Title of General : though they do not pur 

it in the ſame rank among the General Councils 7 profeſs 

however to receive and embrace the Faith of the Church of 

Rome according to the Decrees of the General Council of Late- 

ran under Innocent the Third 9, The Council of Coftance * re- * Decret. 2. 
vires all Popes to make profeſſion of the Faith eſtabliſhed in * Sim. 39- 

the VIII. Sacred General Councils, whereof this is ſet down for 

one : and the Council of Trent * it (elf calls this a General Coun- * Seſfon. 24. 

cil, The Great General Council of Lateran I, and makes uſe of + 

its authority again * ; and, which is yet more to the _ a —_— " 

Council of Engliſh Biſhops held at Oxford *, not above ſeven years : _ 

after, ecknowladus the Authority of this Council of Lateran and cap. 5. 

ſeveral times quore its Decrees. In ſhort, as this is placed by "= Tom. 

Bellarmin among thoſe Councils, which are received with full ap- ,' hdd 

probation beyond all diſpute by the Church of Rome, ſo he looks cp. 24, 28, 

upon it as no leſs than Herelie to deny the Authority of it ; 29, 33 

and therefore when he has 'produced the third Canon of this 

Council in defence of the Depoſing Do&tine againſt Barclay, he 

cries 
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cries ont with great zeal and vehemence, 2xid bic Barclains di- 


ceret ? fi hec now eſt Eccleſie Catholice vox, ubi obſecro eam invenie- 

mus ? &, fi ef, (ut veriſſim# eft) qui cam andire contemnit #t Bat- 

Clains fecit, annon ut Erhnicus & Publicanus, & nullo mods Chriftia- 

nu & pins habendus erit ? © What can Barclay (ay to this? if 

© this be not the voice of the Catholick Church, where I pray 

© ſhall we find it? and if it is (as queſtionleſs it is) he that de- 

© ſpiſes to hear it, (as Barclay has done) is he not to be look'd 

_ © upon as an Heathen-man, and a Publican, and by no means a 

bDiſcuſſioDiſ- © Chriſtian or a pious Man ? This widringten * complains of, 

cuff. Part. 1 as intolerably inſulting 3 others may rather think he ſpeaks as a 

9 2 Þ2"* Cardinal, when he was managing the Popes cauſe fo victoriouſly 

from ſo infallible evidence. For ſuch is the authority and eſteem 

in the Church of Reme, of this Council, that it is uſually called 

The Great Council of Lateran, either from the great number of 

Biſhops in it, or from the great importance of the matters deci- 

ded, or both. The number of Biſhops was no leſs than CCTEx1T. 

or in Bellarmin's reckoning TCCELXXII. and among theſe were 

the Patriarchs of Conſtantinople and Jeruſalem, and Delegates 

of the other two Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch, EXXVIE. 

Primates and Metropolitans , befides DEC. Abbats and Pri- 

ors, theſe were all there in perſon, and proxies were ſent innu- 

merable : The Emperour likewiſe of Conſtantinople, the King of 

Sicilh Emperour of the Romans Ele, the Kings of England, 

France, Hungary, Jeruſalem, C , Arragon, and other Princes 

and Cities ſent their Embaſſidours hither : ſo that never was 
there ſuch a ſhow perhaps in the world again. 

2. The —_— rand both . Faith and of —_— 
were extraorcinary and of the greateſt importance. e Doc- 
trines of Faith defined were Tranſubſtantiation ©, the Articles 
concerning the Holy Trinity aflerted and vindicated from the 

* errour of Abbat o_ , and thoſe errours condemned, and 
the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the Father and the Son 
declared 4, The Depoſing Dottrine eftabliſhed *© The Church of 
Rome declared to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of al! Chriſtians 
(wniverſorum Chriſti fidelium,) and to have by God's appointment 
the Dominion over all other Churches of ordinary Authority 

f Cap--5- by her extraorCinary Prerogative f, 

3. Decrees in points of Diſcipline are m their kigd no 

e 64 14 Jeſs confiderable ; againſt the Incontinency of the Clergy #, 
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Cap. 
Cap. 
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, —_ their Drunkenneſs *,. againſt the Negligence and Debau- * Cp. 15. 
chery of Prelates i, that no c189-man ſhould give Sentence in ' Cop. 17. 
Capital Cauſes *, Avricular feſſion enjoyned once every * Cap. 18. 
year 1, That no Clergy-men ſhould take an Oath of Allegeance to any ' Cap. 21. 


ſecular Perſons, unleſs he _— temporal Eſtate of them ®, That = Cap. 43- 


no Clergy-man ſhould be obliged to pay Taxes ®. The manner * Cap. 45. 
of proceedings in Excommunications regulated 9. The Prohi- * Cap. 47- 
bition of Marriages reſtrained to the fourth degree P. Clande- » Cap. 50. 
ſtine Marriages forbidden, and that Children of Parents married 
within the prohibited declared illegitimate #. Againſt 4 Cap. 5t- 
Simony *, and many other things of like nature, which are of * Cap. 53 
the higheſt conſequence, and fall under daily practice. 

4. All this, one would think, were ſufficient to Þ the Au- 
thority of the fourth Council of Lateras beyond all contradic- 
tion or debate : for who can imagine that a Council celebrated 
with ſo much folemnity, which decided Controverſies of fo 
mighty concernment in the Church, and determined things of 
continual uſe among all forts and Orders of Men, ſhould not 
immediately meet with the moſt entire ſubmiſſion, and always 
retain an undoubted Authority and veneration. Thus much 
would have been due, if it had not been infallible ; but bei 
infallible, what ne mult every Age, and every Nation, a 
m_ Writer, at leaſt every Traditionary Chriſtian pay to it ! 

et this very Council fo famous and fo renowned in its Mem- 

s, ſo extraordinary in its Determinations and Decrees, lay 
dormant, unregarded and unknown till the year NDXXXVIIL 
that is, till above CCC. years after it was held. "Tis very fſur- 
priſing that neither Jmocent himſelf, nor his Nephew and next 
Succeſſour but one, Gregory the Ninth, who publiſhed his Un- 
cle's Decretal Epiſtles, and theſe very Decrees, which now paſs 
for the Decrees of this Council among the reſt, ſhould put this 
forth among the other General Councils ; 'tis ſtrange that no 
other Pope or Biſhop, or at leaſt ſome Canoniſt or other 
learned man ſhould ever think of it,- but *tis yet more E 
that Merlin in his Councils printed but three years before 
fourch Council of Latera» was publiſhed, ſhould omit this, 
though he ſers down the Cguncils of Conſtance and Baſi/. But 
when this Ceuncil did come to light, with what Credentials 
did it come ? what evidence does it bring for its Authority ? is 
it printed from ſome ancient Manuſcripts in the Yaticas ? Bo 
might 
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might then. be wondred how it ſhonld lie ſo long concealed, 
never publiſhed, never quoted, nor mentioned, but 'tis a much 
greater wonder, how the Pope's own Library, fo fam'd for Ma- 
nuſcripts, ſhould miſs of this, where ſo of Popery, and 
panda gy part of it, his own Prerogative, is con- 
cerned. ould the Popes of Rome keep no authentick Records 
in a thing of this nature, which fo nearly touches them > They 
are not uſed to be fo carelefs in theſe matters : the other Pa- 
triarchs, as Coſſartizs would perſuade us, had all of them Copies, 
and the Decrees were turned into Greek for that very purpoſe, 
how came the Pope himſelf then to have none, or where had 
the Copies of the other Patriarchs lain ſo many hundred years 
hid? it was perhaps from. one of thoſe Copies, that we —_ 
now the Decrees of this Council : no ſuch matter ; but Johannes 
Cochleus a German one of Luther's Adverſaries produces them af- 
ter above CCC. years concealment, and about XX. years after the 
Reformation begun by L=ther out of ſome obſcure Manuſcripes, 
and ſends them to Peter Crabbe to be annexed to his Councils, 
and what was wanting in that, has been picked up here and 
there, and pieced together fince. 

5. But ff there are no Subſcriptions to this Council, and 


* In Johanne then ett. Paris ©, who lived at that time, fays that LX. Capituls 
Mccxvy. were propoſed, which ſome liked, others thought burthenſfome. 
He mentions but £X: Capitz/a, but in the Council as we now 


have it, are LXX. and in Inmcent's Works 

Pape, jam accepti pecunia, que- LXXIL Matt. Paris in plain terms ſays, that 
Ntuoſum hoc — aifjtuit gratis, this Council ended in Laughter and Mockery, 
get wn m__ C8 that the Pope got a good ſum of money 
Vit. Steph. Langron. p. 158. Edir, from the Fathers before he would let chem 
Hanov.) part, and that they were forced to borrow 
the money and make preſent payment, be- 

fare he would give them leave to be gone, and that then the 

infull Synod was diſſolved, and the Clergy went with heavy 

earts away. Some have excepted againſt the Teſtimony of 

Vir probate AAatt. Paris, but without reafon ; for Innocent the Fourth gives 
vite & Re- him this Character, that he was a mas of known vertue and piety ; 
Heer! 5. and indeed he is obſerved to be {gimpartial an Hiſtorian, that 
Paris ad An, £1S [iS Manner to relate the plain 'Truth of things, whoever 
Moc may ſuffer by it, not ſparing ſo much as Herry the Third, at 
whoſe command he wrote his Hiſtory, nor the very —_— 
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his own Order. The Archbiſhop of Spalato, upon citing 2arr. 
Paris on this occaſion, ſays, that he knew very well how the 
r Monk would be exclaimed againſt, as a Schiſmatick, a 
yar, and an Enemy to the Apoſtolick See, whatever were al- 


ledged in his Defence. © * For it is an uſual thing for us Rema- * Anton. de 


* its, adds he, to lay aſide grave Authours, with che unjuſt 


© reproach of Hereſie and Schiſm, when they contradict our vain ,, 


* devices. Godefridus ”, another Hiſtorian of the ſame Age, ” Annal. ad 
n the An. MCCxv. 


agrees with Marthew Paris, that nothing was concluded i 
uncil, onely he obſerves indeed that the Eaſtern Church (a 
thing, ſays he, never heard of before) ſubmirted it ſelf to the See 
of Rome, Platina ſays the ſame thing, that nothing was decreed 
in this Council, but that it broke up of a ſudden, and that the 
Pope going to reconcile the Pi/ans and the Genzeſe, who were 
then at War by Sea, and the Ciſalpines by Land, died at Peru- 
gia, Some would underſtand Platina (o, as if he meant onely 
that nothing was done towards the Expedition into the Heb 
Land ; but this can be none of his ments becauſe in the laſt 
of thoſe Decrees we now have, this whole buſineſs is fully con- 
cluded upon and determined, which Platina could not have been 
ignorant of; if there had been any ſuch Canons then, or if they 
had paſſed for Genuine, Naxclerw in the words of Plating 
ſays many things were debated, but nothing concluded, but that 
however ſome Conſtitutions are ſaid to have been publiſhed, 
one whereof, ſays he, is extant, importing, © That if one Prince 
* offend againſt another, the correction of him belongs to the 
oh yo ſo it ſeems 'twas onely Report in his time at the latter 
end of the fifteenth Century, that ever any ſuch Decrees were 
publiſhed, and he knew of but one then extant, which yet is 
not to be found in this Council, as we have it, nor in Imnecent's 
Decretals, though theſe are the onely Canons that then could 
make any pretence to the Authority of this Council. The 
Preface to Imnocent's Works informs us, that theſe Decrees were 
written by Innecent himſelf, and fo are His, not the Councils 
Conſtitutions ; if they were read in Council, that is the moſt 
that can be granted, and then they ſeemed to ſome eaſe or plea- 
(ing, to others burthenſome : but if they were rather made, af- 
ter the Council was diſſolved, becauſe mention is frequently 
made of the Council as paſt, in them, then they muſt be writ- 
ten by that Pope in haſte, on _ or in the ne 
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other buſineſs : for he. went to make up. a Peace between the 
Piſans and Genoeſe, and other Hralians, but died before he could 
effe& it at Perygia, The Editor of his Works printed by 
» Cholinus gathers from ſeveral places that Imecent himſelf drew 
them up into this Form, which we have them now in, after the 
diſſolution of the Council : he might have added _ __ 

ently 


(as they are ſet down in the Council, but they are 

numbred in the Decretals) for the Council is quoted in all of 
them : but theſe quotations Coſſartias refers to the Lateran Coun- 
cil under Alexander the Third, except the forty fixth which he 
refers to the nineteenth Chapter, though for no reaſon that I can 
imagine, unleſs the reaſon why the Clergy ſhould not pay Taxes 
were becauſe they muſt keep their Churches clean , the nine- 
teenth being againſt the naſtineſs and the profanation of Chur- 
ches, and the forty fixth ſaying, that the Council of Lateras for- 
bad the raiſing of Taxes or Contributions upon Churches or 
Churchmen. But farther yet 7, Gregory the Ninth, though he 
have tranſcribed all the ſeventy Capitz/a into the Decretals, yet 
aſcribes not one of them to the Council, but to Innocent him- 


* ſelf onely.. Immocentins Tertins in Concilio Generali, though he often 


mentions the Decrees made in the Lateran Council under Innocent 
the Third, as the Decrees of the Council, taking no notice of 
Alexander. Platina-likewiſe attributes the condemning the Errours 
of Abbat foachim and Ahmarixs, not to the Council, but to Inecerr. 

6. Notwithſtanding all this,the great Cardinal Perron*pronoun- 


: 7hid. p. 1x, Ces-roundly, that thoſe who denied the Authority of this Coun- 


123 


cil deſerve to. be pitied rather than anſwered, perhaps becauſe 
he found pitying more eaſie than- anſwering : but he gives this 
very good reaſon for what he ſays, berayſe at this rate the Precept 
concerning Auricular confeſſion would not be valid, nor Tranſubſtantiati- 
on, de Fide, no nor the Proceſſion, nor the oppoſite Articles to the 
errours of 7oachim,, and fo the Schoolmen in their Writings, and 
the Inquiſitors in puniſhing Hereticks, had been all to blame. 
Widrington replies, that the Practice of the Church, and the in- 
ſerting theſe Canons into the Body of the Canon Law by Gre- 
gory the Ninth was ſufficient to give Authority to them. But 
this is to-bring us back again from a-Council to the Pope, and 
from him to ſend us to the Church diffuſive, to qe into her 
Faith and Practice, and fo we are diſappointed of the vaſt hopes 
conceived'from ſo numerous an Aflembly.. Burt if theſe things 
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had then been of known Praffice and widewbted Truth, how came 
they not immediately to be conſented to in Council, how came 
they to ſtem grievous and burthenſame to the Biſhops there > was 
not Tranſubſtantiation one of Grievances, the {ing 
Dodrine another, Auricular Confeſhon a third, and might nor 
many more Grievances be mentioned 2 Well, but the Proceſſi- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, and the true notion of the Trinity muſt 
be called in queſtion, if we reje& this Council: by no means, 
becauſe this had been explained in other Councils as far as was 
neceſſary, and the Greek and Latin Manuſcripts of Coſſartius leave 
out the Proceſſion, fo that that was, it ſeems, but in ſome Co- 

ies, and cannot be proved from this Council. But all theſe 
Doctrines (fays Widrington *) have been received and embraced 
by the Catholick Church, and from thence derive their Autho- 
rity. This we deny, neither the Depoſing Dodtrine ( as ##7- 
drington himſelf confeſſes and maintains) nor Tranſubſtantiation, 
nor Auricular Confeſſion was ever received by the Catholick 
Charch. But the truth is, he was forced to ſay ſomething, he 
was loth to deny the Authority of a Council now generally re- 
ceived by the Church of Rome, he rather choſe to evade the 
third Canon as well as he could, nor durſt he either in his An- 
ſwer to Leſſixs Þ, or in his laſt Rejoinder to Firzherberr © diſown the 


Council, but after he has raiſed all the Obje&tions he was able, * Piſcufſ. ib, 


* hid. p. 12+ 


profeſles at laſt that as for his own part he receives it. The fame Þ 22: 


ObjeRions have been lately renewed by Father a/þ, yet ſtill he 
too does not profeſs to diſown the Authority of the Council. 

7. But Coſſartins produceth a Greek Tranſlation of this Coun- 
cil, which, he ſays, is of the ſame Antiquity with the Council 
it ſelf, and he is poſitive that the very ſight of this is enough to 
convince all men the Decrees are Genuine, this Tranſlation 
ſhewing the agreement between the Greeks and the Latins : for 
that the Decrees, which were made by the unanimons conſent 
of all, might be by all obſerved, they were turned into the 


© Rejoyndey 
3 


Cap. 9. 


Greek Language for the uſe and benefit of thoſe who did not un- 


derſtan Latis, The Greek, he confeſles, is in many places 
barbarous, and his Manuſcripts in ſome places imperſeR, and 
therefore in thoſe pen he was forc't to give us onely the La- 
tin, leaving void ſpaces in the oppoſite Column, where the 
Greek was defeQtive : but here I obſerve that the whole firſt 
CUES dot eatine WEE GEO nor does it appear by 
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other buſineſs : for he. went to make up. a Peace between the 
Piſans and Genoeſe, and other Halians, but died before he could 
effe&t it at Perugia, The Editor of his Works printed by 
» Cholinus gathers from feveral places that necent himſelf drew 
them up into this Form, which we have them now in, after the 
diſſolution of the Council : he might have added many others * 
(as they are ſet down in the Council, but they are differently 
numbred in the Decretals) for the Council is quoted in all of 
them : but theſe quotations Coſſartins refers to the Lateran Coun- 
cil under Alexander the Third, except the forty ſixth which he 
refers to the nineteenth Chapter, though for no reaſon that I can 
imagine, unleſs the reaſon why the Clergy ſhould not pay Taxes 
were becauſe they muſt keep their Churches clean , the nine- 
teenth being = the naſtineſs and the profanation of Chur- 
ches, and the forty ſixth ſaying, that the Council of Lateras for- 
bad the raiſing of Taxes or Contributions upon Churches or 
Churchmen. But farther yet 7, Gregory the Ninth, though he 
have tranſcribed all the ſeventy Capits/a into the Decretals, yet 
aſcribes not one of them to the Council, but to Incxcert him- 
ſelf onely.. Inmocentins Tertins in Concilio Generali, though he often 
mentions the Decrees made in the Lateran Council under Inmecent 
the Third, as the Decrees of the Council, taking no notice of 
Alexander. Platina-\ikewile attributes the condemning the Errours 
of Abbat oachim and Almarixs, not to the Council, but to Innocent. 

6. Notwithſtanding all this,the great Cardinal Perron*pronoun- 


2 1hid. p. 11, Ces-roundly, that thoſe who denied the Authority of this Coun- 
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cil deſerve to be pitied rather than anſwered, perhaps becauſe 
he found pitying more eaſte than anſwering : but he gives this 
very good reaſon for what he ſays, becauſe at this rate the Precept 
concerning Auricular confeſſion would not be valid, nor Tranſubſtantiati- 
03, de Fide, no nor the Proceſſion, nor the oppoſite Articles to the 
errours of 7eachim,. and fo the Schoolmen in their Writings, and 
the Inquiſitors in puniſhing Hereticks, had: been all to blame. 
Widrington replies, that the Practice of the Church, and the in- 
ſerting theſe Canons into the Body of the Canon Law by Gre- 
gory the Ninth was ſufficient to give Authority to them. Bur 
this is to-bring us back again from a-Council to the Pope, and 
from him to ſend us ro the Church diffuſive, to qe into her 
Faith and Practice, and fo-we are diſappointed of the vaſt hopes 


conceived'from ſo numerous an Afſembly.. But if theſe things 
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had then been of knwn Praffice and wndeubted Truth, how came 
they not immediately to be conſented to in Council, how came 


they to ſeem grievous and a to the Biſhops there ? was 


not Tranſubſtantiation one of Grievances, the ſing 
Dodrine another, Auricular Confeſſion a third, and might noc 
many more Grievances be mentioned > Well, but the Proceſſi- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, and the true notion of the Trinity muſt 
be called in queſtion, if we reje& this Council: by no means, 
becauſe this had been explained in other Councils as far as was 
neceſlary, and the Greek and Latin Manuſcripts of Coſſartins leave 
out the Proceffion, fo that that was, it ſeems, but in ſome Co- 
ies, and cannot be proved from this Council. But all theſe 
ines (fays midrington *) have been received and embraced 


by the Catholick Church, and from thence derive their Autho- * Ibid. p. 12. 


rity. This we deny, neither the Depofſing Dodtrine ( as ##7- 
drington himſelf confeſſes and maintains Fer Tranſubſtantiation, 
nor Auricular Confeſfion was ever received by the Catholick 
Church. But the truth is, he was forced to ſay ſomething, he 
was loth to deny the Authority of a Council now generally re- 
ceived by the Church of Rome, he rather choſe to evade the 
third Canon as well as he could, nor durſt he either in his An- 
ſwer to Leſſins Þ, or in his laſt Rejoinder to Firzherberr © difown the 


Council, but after he has raiſed all the Obje&tions he was able, * Piſcafſ. ib. 
profeſles at laſt that as for his own part he receives it. The ſame * 22: 


Objections have been lately renewed by Father 4/4, yet ſtill he 
too does not profeſs to diſown the Authority of the Council. 

7. But Coſſarting produceth a Greek Tranſlation of this Coun- 
cil, which, he ſays, is of the ſame Antiquity with the Council 
it ſelf, and he is poſitive that the very ſight of this is enough to 
convince all men the Decrees are Genuine, this Tranſlation 
ſhewing the agreement between the Greeks and the Latins : for 
that the Decrees, which were made by the unanimons conſent 
of all, might be by all obſerved, they were turned into the 
Greek Language for the uſe and benefit of thoſe who did not un- 
derſtand the Latiy. The Greek, he confeſſes, is in many places 
barbarous, and his Manuſcripts in ſome places imperfeR, and 
therefore in thoſe places he was forc't to give us onely the La- 
tin, leaving void ſpaces in the oppoſite Column, where the 
Greek was defeQtive : but here I obſerve that the whole firſt 
—_—____—_____--. nor does it appear by 
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any vacancies left in the Print that adage wa imperfe, 
but that the whole Chapter was omitted Greek, Tranſla- 
conr, and (© if this Manuſcript prove any thing, it proves that 
the Greek Church did not concurr with the Latis in the Article of 
Tranſubſtantiation 3 for this being the firſt time that ever that 
Doctrine was aſſerted in a General Council, certainly the Greeks 
would never have omitted to tranſlate ſo material a Paſlage of 
the Council wherein this is contained, if they had agreed to ic. 
All that part of the third Chapter which concerns the Depoſing 
Dodrine is likewiſe wanting in the Greek ; but here he tells us 
is a leaf of the Manuſcript wanting both in the Greek and the 
Latin: 'twere to be wiſhed we could know how it came to be 
wanting 3 but however this ſerves to confirm to us, that nothing 
is deficient in the firſt a wy but that the Manuſcript is entire, 
though the whole Chapter be onely in Latin, and fo the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation had the ill luck to be left out in the Tranſ- 
lation of the firſt Council, in which it ever was defined, for which 
no other reaſon can be given, if this Manuſcript be Authentick, 
but that the major part of the Church, 5. e. all the Eaſt, and four 
Patriarchs of five rejected it. The Tranſlatour often miſtakes the 
Latin, and quite alters the ſenſe, and in the ſecond Cons 
the Catholick Dodrine concerning the bleſſed Trinity & explai- 
ned, the Particle no» is omitted in the Latin and «: in the Greek , 
a ſmall miſtake in a matter of Faith ; but ſuch a miſtake as could 
not ea{ily eſcape in both Languages, or, if it did, muſt needs give 
a very exact and faithfull account of what was defined in the 
Council. This and other groſs faults do not make much for the 
credit of this Manuſcript, nor engage us neceſlarily to believe up- 
on its ſole Authority, that the Greek Church received the fourth 
Lateran Council, or indeed that it was ever received at all cill of 
late years : which learned men in the Church of Rome 
have been ſo ſenſible of, that they have never alledged its Au- 
thority, but when they had nothing elſe to alledge. For neither 
the more ancient of our Modern Divines, ſays #idrington 4, who 
are vehement maintainers of the P wer to depoſe Prin- 
ces, as Vittoria, Corduba, Sanders and 0 nor Cardinal Bel- 
larmis himſelf in his Controverſies did make any great reckon- 
ing of the Decree of this great Council. This was Belarmin's 
Refuge, when he was beaten off from his other Arguments 
by Zrcl, and though he urges it with great confidence and 


of the Authority of Councils. 
earneftneſs, yet if he had much refied upon its Authority, he 
would have uſed it before : for if the Council be General, the 


Argument is unanſwerable and infallible in their account, what- 
ever diſguiſes may be put upon it. The oppoſers of this Late- 


ran Council farther add ©, that the Council of Conſtance meant * Widring- 
not this Council, but that of Lateran under Alexander the Third, £90, #5. Þ+ 20- 


and that the Council of Trent ſpoke according to the common 
opinion, that is, in plain terms, the Council of Trent was miſ- 
taken, and that in a matter of no ſmall conſequence : for if one 
General Council tell the world that another is General which 
really is not ſo, what aſſurance can men have of any Council, that 
it is General ? or what Errours may not a General Council by this 
means lead men into? What they anſwer to the Teſtimony of the 
Council held at Oxford fo ſoon after I am yet to learn : but it can 
be no wonder that our Clergy ſhould at that time yield to any 
thing the Pope deſired when the Archbiſhop of Canterbary had 
had fo freſh an Inſtance of his Power, who had been ſuſpended 
in this very Council of Lateras, and was willing to comply with 
any. thing that might advance his Intereſt at Rome. T Pope 
openly ſtyled King ?ob his Vaſſal, and had reduced all Chriſten- 
dom to ſuch dependence and obedience, that there was not one 
of thoſe ſecular Princes and States, that gave their attendance 
at this Council, but were ſome way or other obnoxious to him 
and ſtood in awe of him, the Croi/ade left the Popes at liberty 
to play their own game at home, and had gained them more in 
the Eaſt than could ever be gotten by all the Councils that were, 
ever called. Henry Brother to Baldwin Earl of Flanders was then 
poſſeſſed of Conſtantinople with the Title and Honour of Greek. 
Emperour, and the four Eaſtern Patriarchs were all Weſtern 
Biſhops, one Frenchman and three Italians, who held their Patri- 
archates of the Pope, and were never owned in their reſpe&iveTi- 
tular Sees. _ this account 'tis rather ſtrange that any demur 
ſhould be made to this Pope's Di&artes in Council, or that this 
Council ſhould not be every where reverenced as an Oracle, 
than that one Nation, which had ſmarted ſo much under the 
Pope's diſpleaſure, ſhould acknowledge it in his Succeſſour's 
days ; for Honorius the Third was no degenerate Succeſſcur to 
Inmecent the Third, and our Nation then had learnt to ſubmitr 


to harder terms than theſe : yet ſure there muſt be ſomething. 


in theſe Decrees very irkſome, which could not pa the VA 
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of an Aſſembly fo entirely addited to the Pope, and here is no 

mention of the Doctrines of the Lateren Council in that of 0x- 

ford, beſides, 'tis remarkable Richard, Biſhop of Seribary, 

An. MICEXVIL two years after the Council, cites it c. 7. a 4- 

where he gives an Expoſition of the Catholick Faith , not 

' _ follow this Council in putting down Tranſubſtantiation for one 

* Hiſtorical Article of it. And Sir Roger Twiſaden * (hews, that notwithſtanding 

OED this Council of Oxfor fourth Council of Latera» was not re- 

e :0*5* ceived in England, Not to diſſemble any thing marerial in this bu- 

* Ad Anum finefs, Mat. Paris himſelf ® relates, that the Arch-deacon of Saint 

MCCKLVE»  Aſhans quotes the twenty firſt Canon as a Canon of this Council, 

and ſo Iznocent the Fourth calls it; but Alexander the Fourth takes 

not the leaſt notice of this Canon when he reverſes /wmocent's De- 

cree in favour of the Monks, giving them liberty to hear Con- 

feſlions without the conſent of the Pariſh Priefts, nor do his Car- 

b Launoii ex- dinals, when he adviſed with them ® upon this eccafion, in the In- 

plicat, Tradit. ſtrument which they drew upabour that Controverſie, make men- 

—_ urrzuſ: 010m of any Canon of a General Council in favour of the Pariſh- 

gue ſexis, c.2, Prieſts. But whether it were that it could not be ea(ily believed, 

that ſo many men ſhould meet together to no purpoſe, or that 1»- 

nocent's Decrees inthe Latera» Council were mo for the De- 

crees of the Council it ſelf; or whether nocent the Fourth having 

called it a General Council, *twas thought no good manners to 

contradict him, however it were, in proceſs of time the Canons 

were owned as genuine, and ſome.of them more early than one 

would expect,as may be ſeen particularly of the ewenty firſt Canon, 

 Omnis utrinſque ſexius, 8c. Yetafter all a late DoCour of the Sorbor, 

{ Du Pin, with the Approbation of the Faculty, i has concluded from the 
DijſertP-573- foregoing Arguments, that no Canons were made by the Council 
but that ſome Decrees onely being framed by the Pope and rea 

in Council, ſome of them to the major part ſeemed burthenſome. 


The firſt $ X. 1. Lawnoy & Proves againſt Belarmin that the firſt Coun- 
Council of il of Lyons under 1nccent the Fourth was not General, becauſe 
Lyons, A. D. Innocent in his Sentence againſt Frederick, though he often men- 
> ih ,, tions the Council, yer never calls it General , or Univerſal, or 


ad Raymun- OEcumenical, and fo in his Epiſtles to the A of Sens, 
dum For- and to-the Chapter of that Church , to the Biſhops of Exgland, 
wenn and to the Biſhop of Oft;a, he never ſo much as once calls ir 
Þ. 228,0% General, which certainly he would have done, if he could have 


aſcribed 
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aſcribed to. it ſo:great Authority ; but he called chither onely 
the King of France,, the Arch-biſhop of Ss and his Chapter , 
beſides the Biſhops of Eng/and and the Biſhop of 0/tia. The Bi- 
ſhops of 1h, Sicih, Germany, Arragon, Caſtile and Portugal, it doth 
not appear that he ever called. For Odoricus Rainaldss in his Con- 
tinuation of Baroxizs gives a Regiſter of the Epiſtles which Iwmo- 
cent wrote upon this account , but mentions none ſent to any of 
theſe Biſhops. I omit, ſays Lawn, the Eaſtern Biſhops , 2«i 
profet#d wocati non fuere, who :ffuredly were not called. He thews 
that Belarmin contradicts himſelf in this matter, and goes againſt 
his own Principles, tacitly retracting in his eighteenth Chapter de 
Concil. lib. 1. what he had ſaid in his fifth of this Council, and 
beſides, does abuſe Palmeriss and Platina, whoſe Authority he 
brings to prove it General, whereas neither of them ſay any 
ſuch thing. And thus, fays he, has Belarmin run himſelt into 
ſuch difficulties as he will never be able to get clear of : For if 
the Conditions required by him to make a Council be 
true , then is this not General ; if this be General then are nor 
thoſe Conditions rightly lay'd down, nor the buſineſs truly ſta- 
ted. But, as for Palmerius and Platina, who are falfly quoted, he 
can never bring himſelf off, unleſs he pretend negligence, which 
indeed makes the caſe but ſo much the worſe. 

2. This Council of Lyons is not in Nicolin's Councils printed 
at Venice MDLXXXV. with the Approbation of Sixt»: the Fifth, 
under this Title, Conciliorum omnium, tam Generalium quam Provin- 
cialium, que jam inde ab Apoſtolicts temporibus hattenns legitime cele- 
brata haberi potuerunt, Caranza likewiſe and Hlvins elther knew 
nothing of it, or thought it not worth their taking notice of, 


3. But it is more confiderable ', that in the late conteſt be- » Burners Hy 


of 
Righns of 
Princes, (5c. 
P- 39% 


tween the Pope and the King of France , the Court of Rome 
contending that the Regate are onely Conceſſions of the Church 
which were reſtrained in the Council of Lyzon:, and that there- 
fore they ought not to be extended to Churches which were 
not then ſubje& to the French; the Arch-biſhop of Rheims, in an 
Aſſembly at Pars. of twenty ſix Biſhops and f1x that were na- 
med to Biſhopricks , being chief of the Committy of ſox de- 


f 
puted to conſider the affair of the Regal and make Report ,. 


declares that the Council of Zymnes was fo little conſidered , that 
in the famous conteſt between Philip the Fair and Bowface the - 
Eighth,. the King founded his pretenſions on the pragtice of 

| . £85 


% 
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St.:Lewis and not on the Decree of that Council. However this 

Council was General enough to depoſe the Emperbur Frederick 

the Second, and to be appealed to as a ſufficient warrant for the 

depoſing of Emperours ever fince. But the Exyii/b could not 

et Juſtice done them upon Martin the Pope's Legate, though 

ey often and earneſtly demanded it in the name of the whole 

Nation : they remonſtrated ſeveral times, and made divers and 

repeated Complaints of the great Extorfions that had been made 

upon them , but were ſent away without Redreſs; they com- 

plained that there was an infinite number of 1alians in England, 

whoexhauſted all the Revenues of the Church, but perfermed 

nothing at all of the Duties required, that beſides Subſidies and 

other ways, the bare Revenue paid yearly out of this Kingdom 

to 1talians amounted to above threeſcore thouſand Marks, which 

was more than the King's Revenue. But all they could ſay a- 

® Con.Tem. 11. yailed nothing 3 This General Council ® was called for depo- 

part.T. ing Kings, not for mn pry Grievances : and for the Glory of 

dog Popes and the Terrour of all ſucceeding Emperours : To explain 
Occ 


Bi- . g a S 
Ah the Story of this Council , Stxtus Daintus n placed the follow 


tices. þ. 208: ing Inſcription in the Yaticas ; Innocentio Luarto , Pont, Max. 


Imp. Fredericus Secundss, hoſtis Eccleſia declaratur, Imperioque priva- 
tur 3 © Frederick the Second , Emperour, is declared an Enemy 
< to the Church, and deprived of his Empire by Innecexr the 
* Fourth, Pope. And while the Emperour was thus depreſſed, 
the ſame Council advanced the Cardinals, and ſet them on 
Horſe-back in Red Hats and Purple Robes. 


The ſecond & XI, The Hiſtory of the ſecond Council of Lyons is in ſhort 
Counctl of this Michael Paleologus ® after he had put out the Eyes of the 
Hrs young Emperour fohames Laſcaris , whoſe Guardian he was , 
* Pachyme- and was excommunicated by A-ſenixs the Patriarch, and by this 
res Fragm. 4 means became odious to all mankind, and was in imminent dan- 
Dionyl Pe- ger from Charles King of Sicily, who was preparing to recover 
#330. ©. P. lately regained by Michael, Michael being in theſe circum- 
| ſtances bethought himſelf of n—_ the two Churches, as a 
oper expedient to ſettle himſelf in his new gotten Dominions : 

-but his Patriarch [oh was _ averſe to any ſuch propoſal, 

and had engaged himſelf by an Oath never to agree to any Union 

with the LZatin Church _ the Terms inſiſted on : him there- 

fore A&chael forces to refign, and hide himſelf in a ——_ 

ut 
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but upon condition of refuming his place again, if this buſineſs » pactym. 
could not be effected with the ® Lazer : the reſt of the Clergy p. who? 

he proceeds ? with in a powerfull way of du 
Conviction , by Puniſhment, Impriſonment ,, Bm wenn Tania 
and Torments. Becews the Chartophylax, a man xxcecationtbu, Plagis, Mutilatio- 
of a ready wit and 1 a fluent tongue , not nibw,. & jd genw altis Penis. An- 


without much difficulty and hard uſage is clus Roc. Biblioth. Vartcan. ex Ni- 
. Greg. lib. 5. —in teterrimos 


at laſt in Priſon perſaaded ro apply him- | *P®. Greg . 
ſelf to the ſtudy bpm nc Book wo —_— NN = 
{ying for che purpoſe, and fo is converted *» Pp. 345, 347. * P. 329 
to' the Emperour's party, and argues the 

point againſt all Oppolin In the * mean time Theophanes, * Ib. p. 334 
Biſhop of Nice, and Germanws, once Patriarch of C. P. a known 

Favourite of the Emperours, with three of the Principal 

Officers at Court are fent to Lyons, where in a ſhort time all is 
[concluded with Gregory the Tenth, and the Pope's utmoſt de- * 1b. p. 357. 
fire fulfilled 3 and Beccws is made Patriarch for his pains as ſoon 

as they came home. But at their return theſe men were the 

common objec of hatred to their Countreymen * , and what- * ©n- Tom.n. 
ever Promiſes and Proteſtations they had made in the Council, 7996+ 
they ſoon forgot them all ; whereupon Pope Martin excommu- 

nicates Michael; who was moſt of all deteſted on both fides , 

and after about ſeven years ſpent in a troubleſome Reign, died 
unlamented , and was not allowed the moſt ordinary Rites of 

Burial by his own Son. 


$ XII. Aﬀeer a Vacancy of the Popedom for about eleven Council of 
months, Philip the Fair had procured Clement the Fifth to be Fienne, 4. D, 
choſen Pope, bur did before oblige him by Oath ro certain Con- 
ditions, which being drawn up under (ix Heads were agreed up- 
on and (worn to : one of which was to abſolve Philip from the 
Cenſures of his Predeceſſour Boniface the Eighth 3 another, that 
he ſhould brand the memory of Boniface with Anathema for 
the Crimes charged upon him, which were no leſs than Hereſie, 
Schiſm and Perjury. The firſt Clement readily performed, bur 
ſtuck at the ſecand ; and at once, . both to avoid the Odium of 
the thing, and to put a better colour on thoſe Crimes in him- 
ſelf, which he was required to condemn in Buniface , he was 
adviſed to call a Council: he did fo at Yiewne, in which he found 
an eaſe expedient to acquit _ from the Crimes —_ 
an 


— EEE 
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cilium. 
* Conc.Tom.11. 
part. 2+ 


Art. 6. the Five, viz. «t prime ſedis Epiſcopus Princeps Sacerdotum , vel 
wuniverſalis Eccleſie now appelletur 3, © that the Bifhop of the princi- 

* pal Church ſhould not be called Prince of the Prieſts , or of 

« the Univerſal Church : as it had been formerly determined 

in a Council at Carthage , and was now propoſed among other 
particularsto this Council by D»ra»ds in a Treatiſe * concerning 

the manner of holding General Councils publiſhed by him at 

the Command of Clement the Fifth , and preſented to the Coun- 

cil. But Clement in his Conſtitutions is ſo far from any ſuch De- 

ſign, that he has not ſo much as revoked the Deciſion of Pope 

Boniface the Eighth , in the Bull Unam ſanitam, where he deter- 

mines it to bea Point acceſſory to Salvation, that every humane 

Creature ſubmit it ſelf to the Biſhop of Rome. The obſervation 

.,, Of Walter de Hemingford , who liv'd not long after is conſide- 

Quod pos rable ; © It did not deſerve (ſays he) to be called a Council, 
merebatur, © becauſe the Pope did all of his own Head, without the Con- 


quia ex capi- © ſent or Anſwer of the Sacred Council. 

te proprio om- | ; o 

nia 7 D:minus Papa , non reſpondente , neque conſentiente ſacro Concilio : apud Twiſden, Hi- 
ftorical Vindication, cap. 8. p. 164. ex MSS. A great part of this Walter de Hemingford's 
Works, all his Chronicon , which down to Henry the Third's death , were printed this 
- year at Oxford, and we are pengaiſed the reſt ſoon, 


a_ of $6 XIII. 1.Before we proceed to the Council of Florence, it will 


© ==2- be neceſſary to conſider a little the Councils of Cooftarce and Baſ!, 
" * which Bellarmin reckons —_ the Councils that are in part one- 
e 


ly approved, and that part of them which is not approved is con- 


tradicted 
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tradicted by the Florentine Council, the great controverſie being, 
whether the Pope or a Council be ſuperiour : the Councils of Con- 
ſtance and Baſil have determined in favour of Councils, and the 
Council of Florence and 5** Council of Lateran in favour of Popes. 

2. To appeaſe the Schiſm between the contending Popes a The _ 
Council mer at Piſa, from whence it was removed to Conſtance, $5 ""4, Þ., 
and of the ſeveral Popes, oh» the Twenty third confirms the Ats 555 
of the Council, and ſubmits himſelf to its determination , and 
ſo is depoſed 3 Gregory the Twelfth -_ his pretenſions to the 
Popedom; Benedi# the Thirteenth is diſclaimed by moſt of his 
own Abetters and deprived in Council. - Afartin the Fifth , 
who had been preſent all along both at Piſa and at Conſtance is 
choſen, and by his Bull confirmed all that had paſled, as he was 
concerned to doe , the validity of his own conſecration depen- 
ding upon the validity of che Councils Decrees. The Council 
determins, © That the Synod gathered toge- 

* ther in the Holy Ghoſt , lawfully making & Quid iſa Synodus in Spiritu Sanc- 
* a General Council , repreſenting the Ca- 9 coneregars _— Generale on 
« tholick Church militant , has power im- ©" Jacten» ns cents. 
* mediately from Chriſt, to which every one tem & Chriſto immediats babet, cut 
<* of whatſoever ſtate or dignity (even the quiliber cujuſcunque ſtatis vel digni- 
* Pope) is bound to obey, in thoſe things 4% */ P apalis exiſtar, _ 
< which belong to the Faith, and the extir- g "oxrirpatioiem NN dk 
« pation of the aforeſaid Schiſm, and the & Reformatimem generalem Eccleſie 
* general Reformation of the Church in its Pet in Capite & Membris, &c. 

* Head and Members, &c. It obliges * all * Seſl. 39- 

ſucceeding Popes for ever to call a Council 

once in ten years , ordaining that the next immediate Council 

ſhould be called at the end of five years , and another ſeven 

years after , Hoc Edifto perpetud ſancimns , decernimus & ordina- 

mus , &c. © By this perpetual Edi we give our Sanction, 

« we decree and ordain , &c. and putaibu belides a certain 

form of Profeſſion of Faith to be uſed by all Popes for the fu- 

ture. Martin *, according to the Council's Decree, iſſues forth * Sefſ. 44- 
his Bull for the calling anocher Council, as he owns himſelf obli- 

ged to doe by virtue of the ame Decree. Laſtly, © in a ſolemn * SF 45 
manner he confirms the Acts of the Council, yer after all theſe 

Profeſſions and Overt-a&ts one hard word comes in and ſpoils all ; 

he confirms all that had been done Conciliariter, and from the 

ambiguity of this word ; thoſe who ne againſt the ——— 
btn; 2 0 
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of Councils rake advantage to- fay., that thoſe Canons which 
determin. that were never C , though their Adverſaries 
have anos ro inſiſt, _ a oe ing of 4 ward 
may be, yet 'tis great in ro exclade-the r 

unanimous Ads of the Council from the extent of ir. - 
3. Martms the Fifth, Piws the Second, and J«lixs the Second, 
did notwithſtanding ſet forth their Conſtitutions, forbidding Ap- 
peals from the Pope to a General Council , which Conſtituti- 
ons are inſerted _ ws > rm ae deny _ 
i wiuineſs of fuch Ap is- eſteemed by 
Ric, Hiſt. Con. General. Lib. 2. (=. ſon * no better hn done right Hereſie ; 


None aſferitur , qud'eft © It is now conſtantly aſſerted to be Hereſie , 


Hyreſis damnata per conſtitutiomem *©* condemned by a moſt expreſs Conſtituti- 
—__— & fratticatam im © on of the Council of Conſtaxce, and there 
— Er * alſo put in practice: for in that very 
_. od _ oem from = ro 
: a future Council! upon this occaſion : one 
_ NY Lib.2. bn Falkenburg, 2 Frier s had writ a Book 
ar full of Treaſon againſt the State , and had 
laid a deſign of a Maſlacre throughout all Pe- 
land : the Poles would have his Book condemned in il, as 
it deſerved , but Martin defired to be excuſed , he deſigned no 
ſuch matter z upon which the Poles appeal ,, as they had reaſon 
and immediately upon Martin's Conſtitution forbidding Ap- 
| peals, Gerſon publiſhed a Treatiſe among others of the ſame 
* Thid. $ 25. ſubject under this Title ©, Av liceat in caufss Fidei 4 ſummo Pontifi- 
ce appellare & ejus judicium declinare * © Whether is it lawfull in 
* matters of Faith to appeal from the Pope, and to wave his 
* judgment ? wherein he ſhews that A-artir's Conſtitution over- 
throws not onely the Councils of Piſa and Conftance , but his 
own EleRion too, as likewiſe the Depoſition and Renunciation 
of 7ohn the Twenty third, Bened;# the Thirteenth, and Gregory the 
Twelfth ; for how can a Pope be depoſed, if no Appeal can be 
made from him. Ci Appellationi chm reſpondendym efſet, lata eſt, 
at dicitur, in Confftorio Generals ac publico, qudd ultimd Conftantize 
celebratum eft, minuta quedam ſub forma Bulle, &C. continebdtque in 
»ullo caſu licere Appellationem & Papa facere, nec ejus judicinm in 
<5 24:259+ caufis Fidei declinare, plane, contra Legem Dei Decretdque Concilii * : 
* When they were to anſwer to that Fo wy ( fays Gerſon ) 
* there was drawn, as it was commonly ſaid, in the laſt General 
an 
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© 2nd publick Confiftory, which was held at Conſtance, 2 ſhort 
* abſtraR in the form of a Bull, &c. wherein it was affirmed , 
Ay it was a in a0 make an - _— 

ope,, - or to decline his ju t in matters at inly 
* agiinſt the Laws of God, and the Decrees of the Council ; 
an here it ſeems we have the ſame Council contradicting it 


$ XIV. 1. The Council of Baf!, as Richerius obſerves, was The Council 


but the practick and c—— of the Council of Conſtance, 
and therefore in the ſecond Sefl. they lay down the fourth and 
fifth Seſll. of Conftance as the ground and Foundation upon which 
all their ings were to depend. This ſtartled ope Euge- 
»i«, (0 that he immediately ſent to his Legate to di tIve this 
Council and indi one at Bononia, under pretence of receivi 
the Greeks there with more conveniency , and thither he wa 
come and preſide in perſon. The Cardinal St. Angelo, his Nun- 
cio, diſſuades him all he can. The Synod in the mean time is 
dealt with about a diſſolution by the Biſhops of Tarentam and 
m_ but is refratary ; and in the third Seffion deſires his 
Holineſs not to be troubleſome , they recount to him the De- 
crees of the Council of Conftance concerning a Council's being 
above the Pope; in a word, they tell him plainly , 'tis not in 
his power to diffolve them. In the twelfth Seffion, they fer 
him a time, in which if he think fit to join himſelf to the 
Council , well ; if not, they cannot help it, he muſt rake what 
follows ? the time ſer was art firſt ſixty days, and-in the thirteenth 
Seſſion, becauſe theſe were expired, and he had not revoked his 
Bulls, whereby he pretended to have diſſolved the Council, he 
is accuſed of Contumacy ; yet in the fourteenth Seſſion they 
were ſo kind as to enlarge the time to ninety days , and to pro- 
ſe three ſeveral forms to him , by which he might acknow-. 
ge the Authority of the Council and join himſelf to it. The 
Pope could not but remember how the Council of Conſtance had 
dealt with three of his Predecefſours , and o at laſt is brought: 
to a compliance: he owns the Council to be general, and recalls 
the Bulls iflued forth for its diffolution, and declares them void, 
and that the Council is and had been all along from the begin- 
ning legal, and that his Bulls to diſſolve it did not in the leaſt in- 


validate its Authority. Hereupon his Legates are admitted __ 
the 
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the Council , but not before they had been ſworn to the De- 
.crees of the fourth and fifth on of Conſtance which define 

Superiority of Councils. This was done in the 1 6** Seſſion, 
but wonld not ſuffice it ſeems 3 for in the eighteenth Seſſion they 
again repeat and renew theſe Decrees now a Fifth time , and 
give this reaſon for ir , becauſe it highly concerned the whole 

riſtian World to be certified in the point that the Pope in 
three caſes is inferiour to a Council, viz. when matters of 
Faith, or the extirpation of Schiſm , or the reformation of the 
Church is Capite & Membri is in agitation. 

2. Now one would imagine all had been well between the 
Pope and the Council; yet no ſooner was the Emperour Sigi/- 
wund dead, of whom he ſtood moſt in awe; but Exgenize ap- 
points a Council at Ferrara, and that of Bf! is as angry and 
peremptory with him as ever; and, Seſſion the twenty ſixth, 
{ends him word, that unleſs he appear either in perſon or by his 
Legate within ſixty days , will proceed againſt him 3 and 
they are as good as their word , for at the end of that term of 
time , they pronounce his Bull void , and ſhew the invalidit 
of it in all particulars, inſiſting on the Council of Conſtance : Sefl.- 
on the thirty third, they proceed yet higher ; and in vindication 
of that Council pronounce all thoſe Hereticks, that deny the 
Superiority of Councils , and hereupon pronounce Engenis not 
onely a Heretick', but a Heretick relapſed; and this they did 
after the moſt ſtrict and deliberate determination, in the moſt 
deliberate and ſolemn manner. 

3. Thus we fee the Decrees of the Council of Coftance were 
in five ſeveral Seffions confirmed by this of Baſ, all which were 
ratified by Exgenizs himſelf ; and Pizs the Second, in the ſame 
Bull, whereby he retracts that which he had written for the 
Council of Baſ#! againſt Exgenins, formally approves the Coun- 
cil of Conſtance, without making 2ny Exceptions ; beſides, they 
were twice confirmed after his falling off from the Council, and 
all thoſe were declared Hereticks, not excepting Exgenize him- 
ſelf, that ſhould oppoſe this Doctrine : ſo that in the ſenſe of 
this Council, and of thoſe that acknowledge its Authority about 
half of the Roman Communion are Hereticks, and particularly 
Emngenius , with all the Popes ſince his time. Panormitan * indeed 


ZH 
==, aw. to prove that Exgenius was no Heretick , but was an- 
ſvered by Segovia; and Almain Preſident of the Council , and 


Panor- 
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Panormitas himſelf afterwards wrote a Treatiſe , Pro authoritate , 

veritate & juſtitia, Baſpleenſis Concilis z For the authority ,. truth 

* and juſtice of the Council of Baſ/! : Which makes it evident, 

that what he before ſaid, was rather to ſerve his Maſter the 

King of Arragos, then Feudatory to the Pope, than to ſpeak his 

own ſenſe, and indeed there were none but the Biſhops of 1taty 

and Arragon that withſtood the Decree. 'Tis very well known 

how wonderfully the Popedom illuminated Pixs the Second, and 

?alian Cardinal of Santa Crux, who had been as ſtout a Champi- 

on for the Council of Baſil, at laſt was brought over to the Pope's 

Faction. Burt I cannot ſay Panormitan dealt ſo foul as theſe two 

or as Cardinal Can + who after he had writ for the Authority *-nia. 6 5. 
of the Council of Baſi! againſt Emgenizs, was at laſt drawn over 

to his fide, and was ſometime after created Cardinal by Niche- 

las the Fifth, upon which Richeriz« has this Remark *, that many * #-Þ+ 475 
who ſtand up in defence of the Truth while they are in a low 
condition , deſert it upon hopes of making their Fortune 3 Pre- 

ſertim deſiderio Purpure Cardinalitie; Eſpecially.with a deſire to 

get a Cardinals Hat. And upon this occaſion he quores 7ohn Major 

C. 18, comment. in at. verl. fin. © It ought 


* not to appear ſtrange to any Body (ſays i Re mmm © ma 


cc ?obn Major ) that more are for the Pope quam contr4d, a ſupr# Papam, 


© againſt a Council, than for a Council a- aoceant, cion Papa det dignitates & 

© o2inſt the Pope z they may aſſert a Coun- #*neficia Eccleſiaſtica, Concilium ve- 

« 1 , ) ro ntbil det : imd eft Cenſor acerrimus 
cil's Authority above the Pope as long as ,,,,. rae Hints or 

< » atque diſcipline ſeverioris 
they pleaſe, fince the Pope conferrs Eccle- Aferrer. 

© clefiaſtical Dignities and Beneficesz where- 

* as a Council has nothing to give z but on the other hand, is 

* a ſharp Cenſour of Manners and a rigid ExaQtour of ftrict 

* Diſcipline. So that in his time the greateſt part of the Reman 

Communion were Hereticks according to the Council of Bafi/'s 

Decree z but in this Seſhon whereof we have been ſpeaking, 

Almain tells | Panormitan , © That it was fally afferted by Paner- Bid. p.4656.. 

* mitan , that they had more Biſhops of their fide, when even "Jp 

«c . TI0" nas etiam 

* thoſe who openly declare for them , talk quite otherwiſe in ,e,z digum 4 

* private Houſes amongſt their Friends than when they ſpeak in Panormitano 

ares habere 

Epiſcopos ſnarum partium, chm illi ipſs, quos aſſeclas habet , longs aliter inter —= parietes 

cum ſamiliaribus, quam in publico Seſſionum 0 Attionum Theatro loqui Cy dicere foleant ſe liber- 

tate dicende ſententia non pollere, Cy 4 principibua ſuis prepedirt metu amittendorum Temporalium.. 

cc 
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© the Theatre of the Seſſions and Actions of the Council, and 
© they uſed to ſay, that they had not liberty to give their opi- 
< nion, and that they were kept in by their own Princes, for 
< fear of loſing their Temporalities. He means the Biſhops 
of Italy and Arragon, for all the reſt were for the Decree of the 
® Seſf. 39 three Verities®, as they are termed, of Catholick Faith, where- 
by 'tis pronounced Hereſie to maintain the Pope's Authority 
above that of a General Council. 

The Council of Baf! proceed to the Election of a new Pope, 
and ma ke choice of Felix the Fifth, though he ſoon after re- 
ſigned upon the valuable conſideration of being made Dean of 
the College of Cardinals, and perpetual Legate of the Apoſto- 
lick See for all Germany. 


Council of F 15, 1. By this means Exgenizs the Fourth was at liberty to 
Florence, =<241] the Council of Florence, and to carry all things at his pleaſure 
An. Dom. _ in it; Thither the Greeks are invited to enflave themſelves to the 
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Secundum Pope rather than to the Twrk, and by pawning their Conſciences 
Laboe, to fave their Bodies and Eſtates. The buſineſs had been in agi- 
tation under 2artin the Fifth, who ſent his Nwncio to Conftanti- 

nople £0 prepare matters, and he beſpeaks the. Greek Emperour 

» Sanfiffans & Beatifoms, gui and the Patriarch in a very ® magnificent 
a rs of be. ivle, © The moſt Holy and Blefled, who 


minus in Tr Saceffr Pecri, © has the diſpoſal of Heaven, who is Lord 
Chriſtus Domini, Dominus Univerſi, ©® on Earth, the Succeſſour of S. Peter, the 

nag Far, oi Ln fr. « Chriſt ofthe Lord, the Lord ofthe Uni 
> Drone: . verſe, t ather ot Kings, t ight © 
© Mai A Maſſano, - = « the World, the Chief Prieſt P. Martin by 
Afa Conc. Senenſ. ap. Richer. L.3- © Divine Providence the Fifth, commands 
þ. 289. * me Mr. Anthony Maſſanus, &c, This Nwncio, 
when he has done his Preamble, and wiped his mouth, tells 

* Nhid. the Emperour that his Embaſſadours at Rome ® had defired an 
Union of the Greek and Latin Churches : but the Emperour 

in return ſays that his Embaſladours went beyond their Com- 

miſſion if ever they propoſed a Union with the Reman Church 

in general terms, but chat which they had in command was 

onely thus much, to procure a General Counci!, after the order 

» Hit. Conc, 20nd Manner of the ſeven Holy General Councils, and then the 
Florent. Con. Holy Ghoſt would confirm it, and eſtabliſh ir into a peace 
cil. Vol. 13. In the time of Exgenizs the Fourth the Greeks came ?, and =_ 
preſſe 
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preſſed by importunity and ſubtilty, and wrought upon by con- 

venient management to conſent to more than ever they aol ned, 

or than their Church would afterwards own. Beſſarion Arch- 

biſhop of Nice, and 1/fdore Archbiſhop of Theſſalonica for their 

good ſervices were created Cardinals, but not a Greek would 

ever own this Council, except thoſe few that were preſent at it, 

and ſubſcribed it, being over-ruled by more perſualive kind 

of Arguments than atiy Marcus Epheſins and his party could pro- 

duce. I ſhall enter into no long ſtory of this Council, 'tis ſuf. 

ficient that it contradits the Councils of Conſtance and Baſi in 

the point of the Pope's Supremacy, 2nd that it was its main bu- 

ſinels and deſign to contradict them. Bellarmin, Poſlevin, Binixs, 

Duval, &c, maintain that the Decrees of the Council of Ce- 

ſtance and Baſil are nulled by a contrary Decree at Florence, 

though Bellarmin and Dmvall, as Richerius obſerves 4, retract 4 Lb. 3. c.7. 

what they have ſaid, and contradi&t themſelves, yer ſtill they $ + 

exclaim againſt all that adhere to the Decrees of theſe two 

Councils as Schi(maticks and Hereticks, though ſometimes in a 

fit of good nature they would fain offer ſomething in their ex- 

cuſe. Dyvall * makes no more account of the Council of Baſi! ; #4-p.539- 

than of the ſecond of Ephe(4s, but Bellarmin * allows it to have 1, 

been law full till the Depolition of Egenizs, though he adviſed it. tis. 2. 

ſthat this Council ſhould be left out of the Roman Edition as < 13, 19- 

ſpurious. p ; " Ibid. p.669. 
2. 'Tis pretended of late that the Council of Florence does not 

ſet up the Pope above a General Council *; though the ſame Ayu- * Launoy 

thour tells us, that the Cardinal of Lorrain underſtood it otherwiſe © Part. 3, 

in his Commonitorium to Pope Pix the Fourth *, For the Cardinal g&n,nom 

in the name of the whole French Clergy alledges this as the rea- » 14. apud 

ſon, why the Councils of Conſtance and Bai! are received in F- Walſh's 

France, but that of Florence rejected, as neither Legal nor Gene- _ to the 

ral, becauſe in France 'tis held, that the Pope is ſubje& to a gow of 

General Counci), and thoſe who teach otherwiſe are accounted p. 282. 

Hereticks : and he moreover affirms, that the French would 

ſooner loſe their lives, than depart from this Doctrine and ad- 

mit of the Titles beſtowed upon the Pope in the Council of 

Florence, And this is enough to ruine for ever the credit of the 

Council of Florence with ſober men, whatever fine expoſitions 

may be now put upon it by ſome, that the whole French Nati- 

on declared againſt it, as neither _ nor General, _ 

g 
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The fifth $ XVI. 1. The laſt Council of Lateras is yet rather more ob- 
Council of noxious than that of Florence. For the ſecond Council of Piſa 
An. Drm., Was owned and defended as General by the French; and the 
MDT. Sorbon deputed three of their Body * to write againſt Cajetan on 
The _—_ the point, viz. Almain, Major, and another, whoſe Book Riche- 
Pie rius ſaw in Manuſcript, beſides the learned Diſcourſe of Philip- 
* Richer, P Decins, Which Richerixe gives at large. This ſecond Council 
Hiſt, Cn. held at Piſa was called by the Emperour and the King of France, 
on Lb. 4+ and by the Pope himſelf, as far as the obligation of his moſt ſo- 
þ 167,  Jemn Promiſe and Oath could contribute towards it ; but the 
Pope would be held by no ſuch Ties. The Council charge 
him with Perjury, the Pope tells them they are a company of 
Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, and they are not behind-hand with 
him, for in their complaint to Maximilian, they tell him, that of 
all the wicked things which had been wont to be done by 
Popes, there never was ſuch a thing, as this, in which 7=li 
had exceeded the worſt of his own Actions, as well as of his 
* 1d. Lib. 4 Predeceſlours *, they charge him with breach of Promiſe and 
Zart. 1. c.2+ of his Oath, and make the greateſt Villain of him that ever li- 
ved. nid enim jam in Chriſtiana Republica deterins, quid perni- 
3 6 expeftari poteſt, quim ipſe Chriſti Vicarins ? © For what can 
* be now expected worſe, or more pernicious in the Chriſtian 
* Religion, than the Vicar of Chriſt himſelf? though they all 
this while give him the Title of Sani/imns.. 7alixs the Second 
had ſixorn to call a. Council within two years, but refuſed to 
call it any where but: at Rome, and thereupon appoints one in 
the Lateran to oppoſe this at Piſa. The Council of Piſa proteſt 
againſt theſe proceedings, and declare that 7-lins is of a violent 
and heady temper, and had ſuch a: force of Souldiers about 
Y Apolog. him 7, that they durſt not venture thither, nor durſt they fo 
pany? + way much as mention the calling of a Council, while they were at 
7 4 Parts, Kome 3 in fine, after a horrid charge and declaration of all his 
© 2 * © crimes, they proceed to ſuſpend his Holine/s, as they call him, 
in the very A of Suſpenſion. 

2: 'Tis true, the King of France and all the French Clergy at- 
ter the death of ?l:us renounced the Council of Piſa, and adhe- 
red to the fifth of Lateran under Leo the Tenth, bur whether this 
were not. more conſiſtent with their Intereſt, than with their 
Principles, any man may ſee, that reads the Acts of the French 
Clergy afterwards, and conſiders that the Piſa» Council proces: 
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ded all along upon the Decrees of Conftante and Baſil, and that 
the abrogation of the Pragmatich Sanfion in the Council of L4- 
teran Was but ill received at P4ris, infomuch that the Sorbo» made 
an Appeal againſt the Concordate in vindication of the Decrees 
of Conſtance and - and the whole Clergy of Frazce appeal _ 
from the Pope in the Council of Lateran, ad Papam melins conſul- , Rver: 
tum, & futurum Concilium Generale legitime congreganaum *, © tO 2a _ P 
* Pope better advifed, and to a future Council which ſhould be ec. «. 5 2. 
* lawfully aſſembled, p. 25: 
3. Here we have the French Clergy firſt maintaining the 
Council of Pi/a, and then renouncing it, —— denique Proteſt ax- 
tur ſe nomine totins Eccleſie Gallicane tum Eccleſiaſticorum tum 
Secularium, cujuſcumque ſint gradive, ſtatins & dignitatis, qui in Pi- 
ſana interfuerunt Congregatione, obtemperando mandatis Apoſtolicis & 
Regis Francia exhortationibus, Pilano conventui jam diffans renun- 
ciare, & Laterano Concilio adhereve, * and at laſt they pro- 
© telt iti the name of the whole Gallican Church, as well Ecclefta- 
* ſticks as Seculars, of wharſoever degree, ſtate and dignity they 
* are, who were in the Aſſembly at Pix, that now in obedience 
* to the Apoſtolical commands, and the King of France's exhor- 
* tations, they renounce the Aſſembly at Pie and ſtand by the 
* Lateran Council; this was May the fifth, MDXVit. They 
renounce the Council of Lateran and appeal to another, when 
nothing.new, that appears, had happened in either of the Coun- 
cils, to make this alteration : for that of Piſa proceeded always 
upon the ſame grounds, and alledged the Councils of Conſtance 
and Bafil in its juſtification ; that of Latera® drove the ſame 
courſe,under ?-1ius the Second, and Leo the Fenth, as the French 
| y ſay in their Appeal from it, onely the neceſſity of the 
c King's Affairs forced him to yield, and his whole Clergy with 
him. Bur if the acknowledging or diſlaitning of Councils be 
onely a matter of ſtate, and changeable with every torn of Af 
fairs, 'tis eafie to ſee how much certainty we can have of a Coun- 
cil's being Genera), when in the ſpace of three years the Council 
of Piſa ſhall be Genera), and then diſavowed by the very Mem- 
bers of it, and another received in its' ſtead, and then this as 
much diſclaimed as the former ; and that of Pi/a ſhall afterwards | G . 
be again owned in derogation to the Latera» Council, and pub- F 
. liſhed out of the French King's Library with the ſpecial Privilege 1 
of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, —_— 
2z 
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4. Bellarmin himſelf|| ſeems to confeſs that there is ſome reaſon 
to doubt of the Authority of this laſt Council of Later», and 
Dwvall in his Book De Suprema Poteſtate Pape againſt Yigorins, Ri- 
cherius and others that deny its Authority, durſt not be poſi- 
tive in the main difficulty concerning the Bull of Zeo the Tenth, 


* Hid. p.48. how far and to what that obligeth, but, as Richerizs obſerves 2, 


» Du Pin. 
Diſſert. 6. 
þ- 430- 

© New He- 


plays Childrens ſport, he builds Caſtles with Nutſhels, and then 
plucks them down again. 

5. There were ſcarce eighty in it in all, of which about ſixty 
onely were Biſhops, and of theſe a great part 7aliars, and none 
from France, nor * no Embaſſadour. It was compoſed, ſays the 
Advocate of Parliament ©, of a few 7alian Biſhops, who had 
go other aim but the ruine of our Canonical EleRions, and 


reſie, p. 103. 8ainſt which the French have always proteſted, as it is to be 


C. of Trent, 
An. Dom. 
MDXLV. 


« Gerbais 
& Canſis 
Majoribs, 
> 347+ 


Exception to reſerve the Liberties of the Galicay Church _= 


een by the Hiſtory of the Concordate by M. Du Pay. 


$ XVII. 1. Weare come at laſt to the famous decreeing, refor- 
ming, defining Council of Trent, which is ſo well known, that 
very little needs here be (aid of it. The French Clergy, it muſt 
be confeſſed, and all others who maintain the Pope to be ſub- 
je& to a General Council, are extremely obliged to Pope Pix 
the Fourth : for, if we believe Cardinal Palavicini, and the 
Gwide in Controverſies who ſays it after him, that oy had nine 
parts of ten in the Council ready to vote the Pope {uperiour to 
2 General Council, and yet ſuffered the Controverſie to con- 
tinue as it was. And indeed the Pope, if he had found no 
other reſtraints upon him, but what were in the Council might 
have done his pleaſure in any thing : for there were CLXXxXvIL. 
Italians, and but EXXX1t of other Nations, fo that the 1:aliers 
exceeded all other Nations beſides by CIV. a ſmall number to ſe- 
cure a caſting Vote, who then can deny, that the Pope was in- 
fallible in the Council of 7renr, and was abſolutely certain to 
gain his point ? 

2. But I ſhall onely obſerve, that the Decrees of Reforma- 
tion are not in force to this day in France, becauſe they are 
thought to encroach upon the Privileges of the Galicas Church : 
and therefore whenever 4 che Aſſembly of the Clergy or King- 
dom of France have dealt with the King about the Reception 
and Publication of that Council, they have always put in an 
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And in the © Low Countries when Margaret Dutcheſs of Parma, 
then Governeſs there, required the Magiſtrates of every Province 
to make ſearch, whether any ng the Decrees of the Coun- 
Cil of Trent were contrary to the Rights of his Catholick Maje- 
ſy, or to the ancient cuſtoms of their Countrey, they animad- 
verted upon ſeveral Chapters, particularly upon C. 5. Se. 24, 
(which the French likewiſe particularly except againſt) and they 
ſaid it was an Innovation, and the King might inſiſt upon his 
Ancient Right. 

3. I think nothing can be a greater Evidence, that this Coun- 
cil was not General than the oppoſition of National Churches 
in behalf of their particular Privileges in points of Reformation : 
for a General Council may — to particular 
Churches in matters of Diſcipline, as the firſt General Councils 
did, and oblige them to a compliance for the peace and benefit 
of the whole, and the Council muſt be judge what is moſt con- 
ducing to that end. To deny this Authority to a General Coun- 
cil is plainly to lay its Authority quite afide, and to receive one- 
ly as much of it as particular Churches ſhall think fit : for ic 
were an extravagant thing to demand abſolute obedience and 
ſubmiſſion in marters of Faith, when points of Diſcipline are 
inſiſted upon againſt the expreſs Decrees of the Council : a 
Council may err in Doctrine, but if it have any Authority, this 
muſt extend art leaſt to points of Diſcipline, which are in them- 
ſelves indifferent, and may be altered, as it ſhall ſeem moſt 
conducing to the good of the whole Church. 
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* Conſtantine after the Council of Nice not * Timy ui? ins igivlor, d- 
onely determined the Controverſie againſt a Ty me adey, y 
. , . " ea Alu * may 
Arius, but the time of Keeping of Eaſter, \;n * & & mis aolors Ev 


and other things of Order 2 


Diſcipline, 0% Moy evedelos meguiou, Tem 


to which all Churches ſubmitted, whatever ee; # Sciar Bianny Hogs # dve- 
eager Debates they had had amongſt them- 9921, 9 mum nis d3amleis nuwfs 
ſelves before. The erecting the Churches ©1209 4favienyſe: wh m5); 
of m_— and fersſalem into Patriar- x novalune cn Ba Ju 


chates, and t 


e ſettling of Church-Govern- eas, SwiNysR 7m & Den feov 


ment was performed in the four firſt Gene- 52a. Euſeb. de Vita Conſtan- 


ral Councils, yet nothing was objected a- 2% #5. 3+ cap. 20, 

inſt the Authority of Councils in ſuch 
Airs, nor did the Churches placed under the Patriarchates of 
feruſakem and Conſtantinople infilſt upon their particular __ ; 
onely 
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onely the Church of Kowe was unwilling to have Conſtantinople 
equalled to her ſelf, and therefore made a troablefore bur fraic- 
lets oppoſition in the Council of Chalcedon. 

4. Bar if at this day the Church of F-axce be fo jealous of her 
Privileges in matters of Diſcipline, we have much more reaſon 
to be carefull of the Privileges of our common Chriſtianity in 
matters of Faith 3 if ſhe inſiſt that her Biſhops have Authority 
to decide the Cauſe Majores, i. e. all Debates arifing, whether in 
matters of Faith or Dilcipline, according to the Decrees of Ge- 
neral Councils; how can it be denied us to defend the Anci- 
ent Faith according to Getieral Councils cruly fach ? if they re- 
je the Decrees of Reformation, how ſhall we ſubſcribe Pope 
Pius's Creed ? nay how (hall they fubſcribe ir > not by virtue 
of any obligation from this Church bur becauſe they otherwiſe 
think the Articles of it True 3 and for the contrary reafon' we 
cannot ſubſcribe them becauſe we think them falſe : ſo that the 
Authoricy of the Council of 7rert is really laid afide on both 
hands, and the merits of the cauſe muſt be the onely thing in 
Debate. For to ſay that a General Council repay ſpeaking 
cannot —_ 2 particular Church of her Privileges, is to ay 


that a particular Church is above a General Council, or at leaſt 
exempt from its Juriſdiction. This is well enough underſtood 
at Rome where Gerbais's Book in defence of the Galiican Privileges 


is condemned. 


S XVII. I have done now with their Councils ; and. have 
ſhewn how far Papiſts themſelves have been from chinking them 
infallible, or from acknowledging moſt of them co be General, 
whatever credit they may have gained by the ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition of latter Ages, when every Aſſembly of Biſhops 
greater than ordinary was eſteemed a General Council, and eve- 
ry General. Council voted it ſelf infallible. For 'ris certain that 
in the moſt ignorant Ages, they firſt fanſied chemſelves infal- 
- lible, and then rook the liberty to ſay and doe what they 
thought fit, and ſo impoſed many fuperſticious conceits and 
ozinfall Proje&s on the world for infallible Traths. It now 
remains onely to conſider, whether we can meet with any bet- 
ter ſatisfaction. from the conſent of the preſent Reman Church, 
and to enquire whether there be any expedient to reconcile 
theſe differences concerning the Authority of their ſeveral _ 

Cils ; 
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Cils : But here we are o far at a loſs, that we find them in no- 
thing more diſagreeing, than m the very Fundamental Point, 
upon which all the Authority of Councils depends ; and fo dif- 
agreeing in this, they muſt be at an eternal di t con- 
cerning the Councils themſelves. For ſome m ing the a 
above a General Council, others a General Council above 
Pope, and a third fort making them co-ordinate ; thoſe that 
place infallibility in the Pope alone, have little reaſon to regard 
a Council ; and thoſe that place it in a Council alone, do upon 
occaſion as little reſpe& the Pope, or judge of General Coun- 
Cils by Bellarmin's Rule, and ſeek no farther than for the Pope's 
confirmation ; bur thoſe that think it is in neither ſeparately, 
can acquieſce in the Determinations neither of Pope nor Coun- 
cil, unle(s they both concur unanimouſly in their Dererminati 
ons; and whoever make the Church difluſive to be the Judge 
of what Councils are General, and what are nor ſo, are ſtill at 
a wider difference from all the reſt. 


$ XIX. Our Engliſh Papiſts ſeem generally to be of the laſt 
Opinion, placing the Authority of the Church in the Agree- 
ment of the Pope with a General Council, but making the Au- 
thority of General Councils to depend upon the Reception of 
the Church diffuſive, hereby placing the Authority, Executiveh, 
onely in General Councils confirmed by the Pope, but fanda- 
mentally and radically in the Church, upon whoſe Approbation 
all depends, but by Church = underſtand _ the govern- 
ing part of it, and ſuch as would have had a right to vote, if 
they had been aſſembled in Council. This is the Doctrine ad- 
vanced in the Book ſo much valued by our Engliſh Papilſts, 
The Gmide in Controverſies, and becauſe this way has moſt Arrtifice 
and Amuſement in it, they are willing to put the ifſue here, 
though moſt of their Prieſts muſt needs have great Prejudices 
againſt it from a foreign Education : For the French are of the 
-— opinion, and the Pope with all his Adherents of the 
rſt. 
How wel! the Gxide's Hypotheſis has been accepted abroad, 
I am not able to fay ; but it will be beſt gueſſed at by the con- 
teſt that has been about the two other opinions, whether the 
Parties ſeem inclinable to admit of the Gwide as a Reconciter. 
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- $ XX. The 7eſvites are for no leſs than a Perſonal Infallibility 
in the Pope, and that in matters of Fat. This is the Diſpute 
ſo hotly debated of late years between them and the 7a»ſeni/t-. 
For the Pope having condemned five Propoſitions in a Poſthu- 
mous Book of 7anſenixs, entituled Aug»ftinus, Forms were drawn 
up to be ſubſcribed under pain of Excommunication, though 
the Propoſitions could no. where be found in that Book. But 
as the Flatterers of the Court of Rome firſt raiſed the Pope above 
a General Council to ſecure him againſt the Reformation in 
_— & Membris, which the other Biſhops have ſo often requi- 
red, ſo the feſuites have extended his Infallibility yet farther, 

even to matters of Fa, and ſo whatever he determins muſt be 

right in all caſes. It was upon theſe grounds, that Subſcription 

was to be made to the five Propoſitions by the Seculars and by 

the Regulars of both Sexes, and was enforced not onely by the 

Pope, but by the Galican» Church. Notwithſtanding, certain 

Divines, and the Nuns of the Port Rojal refuſed to make the 
Subſcription enjoyned, not that they made any ſcruple of the 
Do&rine it (elf, which they were required to acknowledge, but 

becauſe the contrary to it was no where to be found in the 

Book condemned, but the Taps they ſaid, had been impoſed 

upon by thoſe who pretended to have taken the Propolitions 

out-of that Book. Hereupon aroſe a Controverſie concerning 

the Infallibility of the Church and of the Pope, the 7eſui... maintai- 

ol that the Pope cannot be miſtaken in a matter of Fa, 

and-that therefore the Propoſitions are in that Book : whatever 

_ ordinary Readers may think of it, his Holineſs has determined 

'© Les ray ſo, and he cannot be miſtaken. For they * make no ſcruple to 
no. nn afſerr, that the Pope is as infallible in matters of FaR, as our 
& la Trairs Saviour himſelf, that he ſaw with the eyes of the Church, as 
de la foy ku- they phraſe it, and diſcovered thoſe Propoſitions by the illumi- 
maine. OAa- 12tion of the Holy' Ghoſt. This is but what the 7eſaites main- 
tained in that famous Theſis of Decemb. 12. MDCLXT. in the 
86, 88. College of Clermont as a Catholick Truth repugnant to the Greek 
Herelie concerning the Primacy of the Pope, viz. That Jeſus 

Chriſt hath =o to all Popes, whenever they ſhall ſpeak © Ca- 
thedra, the fame infallibility himſelf had, both in matters of 

Right-and of Fat. The Nuns of the Port Ryal, and all others 
chat refuſed to ſign the Formulary wherein the five —— 
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of 7anſenius are condemned, were uſed with great ſeverity, and 
the Archbiſhop of Par would not be diſſuaded from impoſing 
the Subſcription. But however the Church of Frazce might 
ſtand affeed towards the Pope at that time and in that affair, 
yet the opinion againſt the Pope's Infallibility is ſo generally 
maintained in that Church, that it is almoſt peculiar to it, and 
is termed ® by the feſuites, Sententia Pariſienſic, A.D. MDCUOXXXIL * New He- 
the French'Clergy in a Synod held at Paris determined that a << of the 
General Council is above the Pope, according to the Decrees - 25h 
of the fourth and fifth Seſſions of the Council of Conſtarce. 
Againſt this Determination Emanuel 4 Schelftrate, the preſent Ya- 
tican Library-keeper wrote a Book printed at Antwerp, An. Dom. 
MDCLXXXIIL wherein he endeavours to ſhew from ancient Ma- 
nuſcripts, that thoſe Decrees of the Council of Cor/tance, which 
have paſſed fo long upon the World for authentick , and were 
ſo often approved and confirmed in the Council of Baf/, are 
notwithſtanding falſe; and he ſticks not to affirm, that they 
were partly fallified by the Council of Baf, and partly obtru- 
ded upon the Council of Conſtance , againſt the conſent of a 
t number in it, and in the abſence of others, and fo have 
impoſed upon the Church ever ſince in ſo many Editions 
and by ſo many Licences and Approbations , particularly by 
the Bull of Pas! the Fifth , before the Roman Edition of the 
Councils, and had the good luck never to be diſcovered by any 
before himſelf, when he now ſets himſelf to oppoſe the Deter- 
mination of the French Clergy. 
2. Pt M. Schelſftrate is not the onely mar. that oppoſed the 
Gallicas Church in this Controverlie. For George Szelepechemy 
Archbiſhop of Gran and Primate of Hungary pur forth his Syn- 
odical Letter containing a Cenſure of the four Propoſitions, in 
which ® is this aſſertion , Ad ſelam ſedem Apoſtolicam divino immu- b Vide Not 
tabils p_ | de controverſiis Fidei judicare, © It onely be- in Cenſur. 
< longs to the Apoſtolick See, by a Divine immutable Privilege, CR 
* to judge of Controverſies in the Faith. And he, with his Bi- Cheri Galtica- 
ſhops were ſo zealous in the defence of that Doctrine, that they ni apud Ed- 
profeſs in the concluſion they would ſpend the laſt drop of their Mun. —__ 
Bloud, rather than depart in the leaſt from it. This Propoſition g,j,, mavr. 
7an. 30. MDCLXXXI. the Parliament of Paris delivered to M.E4- gchol, Pari. 
mund Pirot. Syndick of the Faculty, to be examined, which when 
the Faculty had received from _ the firſt of February _ 
choſe 
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choſe certain of their body to Racy and conſider the Point, and 
then after due deliberation to give Jacgment upon it. This 
they did arch the firſt , afterwards, for three months to- 
ether , in their ſeveral! Alemblies , which were no lefs than 
_ five in number, the Queſtion was propounded to be diſ- 
puted upon; and when they had by this means throughly debated 

and concluded the Controverſte, they declared, That the Pro 
ſition , as-it excludes Biſhops and General Councils from that 
Authority which they have immediately from Chrift in judging 
in matters of Faith is raſh, erroneous, contrary to the practice 
of the Church and to the Word of God, as well as to the con- 
ſtant Do&rine of the Faculty. This anſwer the Faculty of the 
Sorbon gave to the queſtion May the eighteenth, and then review- 
ing it the a following, confirmed it moreover from the ſeveral 
Cenſures which had been formerly paſſed by their Body in this 
and. former Ages upon ſuch Tenets. Thus that Reverend and 
' Cenſura ſs Learned Society i made the moſt deliberate and ſolemn determi. 
55 Theolog, Nation that could be poſſibly made in any caſe. But the con- 
Pariſ.ad dan- troverſie would not end here : for another Authour under the 
dum Senatui name of Engenius Lombard took the Propoſitions into Examina- 
rp - tion MDCCXXXYV. and in contradiction to them afſerts, that the 
ronem de qua POPE has Authority to depoſe Kings, that he is above a Gene- 
ille queſierat, ra] Council, that he is Infallible when he determines e Cathedra, 
quid ipſa ſen- that he can diſpenſe with Oaths and Vows made to God Al- 
_—— mighty. And the ſame year M. Aaimboury anſwered M. Schel- 
' w*5*  ſrate, but Schelftrate replyed the year following , and ſo the di. 
pute 3s ſtill depending, unleſs we can ſuppoſe the defence of 
ſuch a Cauſe ſhould dye with Aaimborrg , and no body elſe 
ſhould be found to defend the Reman-catholick, Church of France 
againſt the Catholick Church of Rome. Schelſtrate quotes Nine 
Manuſcripts of the Council of Conſtance , and Mrimbenrg Ten ; 
and, which is very ſurpriſing, the Manuſcripts on both ſides 
have all the Appearance of being Authentick which can be de- 
fired, if we may believe one of out own Church, who is a ve- 
ry able Judge in thoſe matters :- But M-zimbowrg: has out quoted 
him by one, and whether it be in confidence of this odds, or 
for ſome other reaſon, he is poſitive, that the Decrees of a 


General Council are valid. without che confirmation of the 
Pope; 
$ XXII. 
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F XXII. Thus we ſee that notwithſtanding the glorious pre- 
tenſions to Unity and the Advantages of an Infallible Church 
ſo much magnified , the diviſions concerning Infallibility are 6 
many and fo great, that it is onely a fine pompous thing , that 
may ſerve them to boaſt of, bur is otherwiſe of no uſe. For 
we have at this day the 7eſvites againſt the Janſeniſts ; M. Schel- 
ſtrate againſt M. Maimbonrg ; and Nine Manuſcripts againſt Ten 
the Archbiſhop of Gran againſt the Archbiſhop of Parisz and 
the Synod of Hungary againſt that of France. Amidſt ſo much 
oppoſition, how ſhall we hope to find any agreement? The 

rand Debate between theſe two contending Parties is, whether 
Pope or a General Council ſhould have the Preheminence> 
There is but one way more of diſagreement poflible in this mat- 
ter z which is, that neither Pope nor Council is ſuperiour, bur 
that the joint Definitions of both are infallible : this way the 
Guide in Controverſies and his Followers here in 1»,9/and take, If 
the nature of the thing would admit any more differences of 
opinion, they would undoubtedly be as numberleſs as they are 
oppolite, in a diſpute which has ſo much of Prejudice and In- 
tereſt, and (© little of Reaſon or Scripture in it. Neicher is 
there any way to reconcile theſe contrary Doctrines, unlels they 
would all conclude in that, which they all help co prove, »z. 
That there is no ſuch thing as an Infallible Judge or Gmide here on Earth. 
The Pope in the mean while, whom one would think it moſt 
concerns to interpoſe his Authority and decide the difference, 
ts fits by as Neuter , countenancing and encouraging the one, 

t not by any Authoritative A difavowing the other opinion: 
And indeed how is it poſſible for him by his Authority to de- 
cide the Controverſie, when his Authority is the very thing in 
controverſie ? 

When, I ſay, there is no way beſides of diſagreement poſſt- 
ble in this matter, 1 ſpeak onely of the Point now before us, 
and would not be thought by any means to exclude the Infalli- 
bility of Oral Tradition, nor the Infallibility of the Church dif- 
fufive, including every member of it, nor any other Infallibili- 
ty, which can be named, but theſe are diſliked as much by Pa- 
= abroad as they are by Proteſtants at home , and are utter- 
y inconſiſtent with the Authority of Councils. 
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$ XXII. From what has been (aid, I ſuppoſe it evident, that 
General Councils cannot be relyed upon as Infallible , if there 
were no other reaſon againſt it but this , that it is ſo uncertain 
and doubtfull which Councils are General. And I can foreſee 
nothing that can be objeed againſt this Conſequence, but that 
the Council of Trex: comprehends all the reſt, and is inſtead of 
All. Which indeed magnifies the Conncil of Trent very much, 
but is not ſo much for the credit of all the General Councils be- 
fore it ; for, beſides that the Council of 7re»: grounds many of 
her Definitions upon the Authority of General Councils that 
went before, I conceive that all who lived three hundred years 
ago were as much concerned to know what Councils were Ge- 
neral as any Body can be at this day, and an Infallibility which 
could be of little or no uſe till fince the Council of 7rext is 
. fomething ſuſpicious, unleſs we had better proof than the Au- 
thority of that Council to recommend it. I have ſhewn that 
that Council it ſelf is not received in France as a General Coun- 
cil, but onely its Dotines acknowledged for true, as they were 
acknowledged, they tell us, before the Councils fitting : for any 
thing farther they deſire to be excuſed. And how can that 
Council be General enough to be Infallible , which is not fo far 
General as to oblige a particular Church in points of Diſcipline ? 
'Tis apparent from the account I have given of them, that we 
have bor the four or almoſt but the fix firſt General Coun- 
cils without Exceptions, and thoſe moſt of them very confide- 
rable too, ſo that when all is done, we have no reaſon that I can 
ſee, not to be contented with our-ancient Creeds, and the Coun- 
cils of the firſt Ages which have been acknowledged by all, be- 
cauſe they teach the Faith neceſlary to the Salvation of all , 
while others who have taught ſome particular fancies , have 
found a ſuitable reception.. 


$ XXIV. But if all:the eighteen Councils were as General as 

they are pretended to be, yet it is no good Conſequence, that 

x De Baptif- they are infallible. I could never yet ſee any Grounds-from Am- 
mo-contra D- tiquity to believe the Infallibility off General Councils : I am 
natiſtas, lib2--ſgre St. Auſtin * could believe no ſuch thing, when he affirms, 
«9-3 +. that later General Councils may correct the Errours of. the for- 
». 14 Mmerin that known place. Nor Gregory the Great! , who oquale 
"L 
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the four firſt General Councils to the four Goſpels, but none be- 0 
fides ; and thereby puts 2 manifeſt difference between General 
Councils, and fo could not hold all to be infallible. If we meer 
with high Expreſſions in the Fathers concerning the extraordi- 

nary aſſiſtence of the Holy Ghoſt in General Councils, I know 

no man but will acknowledge it, if they ſay , that the Holy 
Spiric did effecually guide them in the Truth, this is no more 

than we always profeſs to be believe, that the Firſt Councils 

did determine Infallible Truths, and fo were not miſtaken in 

their Determinations , but it is but an ill conſequence to ſay, 

that they could not be miſtaken, becauſe they were not, or that 

all ſucceeding Councils cannot poſſibly err ,, becauſe the firſt 
Ccuncils aually did not err. 


$ XXV. Ir is not pretended that General Councils are Infal: 
lible in matters of Diſcipline , on I am confident many Ex- 
preſſions of the Ancients run as high for theſe as for matters of 
Faith. The firſt Council that ever was , that of the Apoſtles 
themſelves, 4#. Xv. was about matters of Diſcipline ; and, as 
the Apoſtles there write, Ir /cemed good to the Holy Ghoſt , and to 
5, {o the following Councils were perſuaded th had imme- 
diate diretions from the Holy Ghoſt in things of this nature, 
which made the Emperour —_— the Great and the Coun- 
cil of Nice it (elf urge the uniform obſervation of Eaſter in the 
ſame Terms and from the fame Arguments that they uſed to en- 
force the Nicene Creed. And afterwards Leo the Firſt, writing Tanquanr re- 
againſt the twenty eighth Canon of Cha/cedi», inſiſts, that it prog 
contradicted the Conſtitution of Nice, which was ordained by j2' {otuerie 
the Holy Ghoſt: multitudo, 

la Niceno- 

rum Canonum per Spiritum vero SanfFum ordinata conditio in aliqua unquam parte fit ſolubilis , 


( Leo Epiſt. ad Anatol.) in omnibus Eccleſiis his Legibus obſequentes, que ad pacificati- 
onem omnum Sacerdotum per CCCxVvILN. Antiſtites Spiritus Santtus inſlituit, (idem ad Pulcheriam.) 


S XXVI. r. For my part; I cannot but think it a great pre- 
famption to imagin, that the Councils of latter times ſhould 
equal thoſe of the primitive Ages. For as the Ancients had grea- 
ter advantages than after Ages could have, to know what the 
Apoſtles taught, and how they explained their own Writings: 
by. their private Diſcourſes and their Sermons , and by _ 
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PraRtice : ſo methinks it is highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
they had greater afliſtences from above. For it ſeems requiſite 
and agreeable to God's methods of tranſaQting with ind, 
70) ford eminent abilities to inſtru men fully in Chriſtianity, 
to thoſe on whom he beſtowed a power of working Miracles 


to convince the World of the Truth of it ; and we muſt in rea- 


* 1 Cor. 10. 


d Galat. 4. 


ſon conclude their Wiſedom in underſtanding the Scriptures , as 
well as their Miracles to atteſt it , and their Courage and Pati- 
ence in ſuffering for it to have been ſupernatural. This cannot 
be denyed of the Apoſtles themſelves : And as it pleaſed God 
not to let Miracles ceaſe till he had raiſed up men of great Pats 
and Learning to undertake the Defence of his Religion , ſo we 
have the ſame reaſon to believe that he would not cill chen 
wholly withdraw his extraordinary Gifts and Illuminations ; for 
theſe ſeem to have been as neceſſary againſt the many and per- 
nicious Hereſies ſo early ſprung, as thoſe to vindicate it againſt 
Infidels. We may well allow greater force to the Aſſertions of 
St. Clement , St. Ignatius , St. Irenexs , &c. than their Arguments 
may ſeem to carry , becauſe they may have more of a Divine 
Spirit in them than we are aware of, -and ſo upon that account 
challenge a higher regard from us, than upon the ſcore onely of 
their Reaſonings. We muſt indeed ſtill keep to the Analogy 
of Faith, but why ſhould we too confidently make our (elves 
Judges of their ways of arguing , eſpecially from Figures and 
Allegories > who would have known that the * Rock i» the wil- 
derneſs was Chriſt, unleſs St. Pas! had told him ſo? or , who 
would have underſtood the Allegory * of the two Sons of 4bra- 
ham, unleſs he had explained it> How can we be aſſured, that 
St. Pax! and the reſt of the Apoſtles, did not explain many 
more Types and e many more Allegorical Proofs than we 
have delivered to us in the Scriptures? "Tis more than probable 
they did, in ſo many Sermons to the few: inks For ny from 
the Old Teſtament , inſtructed herein by our Saviour himſelf 
and by the Holy Ghoſt after his Aſcenſion, as their Followers 
and immediate Succeſſours likewiſe were. How then can we 
be aſſured but many of thoſe Allegorical Interpretations which 
ſome men preſume to ſer fo light by , might be the Interpreca- 
tions of the Apoſtlesthemſelves or of the Holy Ghoſt in theſe 
Apoſtolical men,as they have been juſtly ſtyled? Thoſe I mean 
delivered down by primitive Antiquity, made uſe of in os 
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ceeding Ages, till men began to be ſo exceeding wile as to de- 
ſpiſe _— ; 


2. But as the Authority of Apoſtolical Traditions could reach 
no farther than the firſt Ages, fo in ſucceeding times we have 
little reaſon to think that the Holy Ghoſt had much to doe in 
their Councils ; Chriſt himſelf ſeems to have been almoſt ex- 

. cluded, fince Chris Vicar, as he ſtyles himſelf, has had fach an 
abſolute ſway in Councils. $i dixerit aliqurs, fiet recurſus ad Sedem 


& Curiam Summi Pontificis , non negabimus” hoc , ſi Theologia illic ha- 
buerit duos Doftores non partiales, non ſeduttos , non faſtuoſos , non 
queſtuoſos aut invides, non poteſtati ſeculari , non ſpirituali , plus quam 
veritati fludentes, alioquin tolerabilins efſet nullos habere quam tales pa- 
ts *, © If any one (hall fay, there muſt be recourſe to the 


* See and Court of the High Prieſt , we will not deny it, if 


* Divinity ſhall have there two impartial DoRours , not (e- 
* duced, not proud , not covetous or envious, not favourers 
* of the temporal and ſpiritual Power, more than of the Truth ; 
* otherwiſe it would be more tolerable ro have none, than to 
< endure ſuch. Upon which Richerizs cries out 3 Dews Bone ! Si 
noſtra viaiſſet ſecula, quibus malum in immenſum per ſingulos dies 
ita excrevit , ut ſemper poſterior dies acerbior & nequior priore exſtite- 
rit & coentinuet. ** Good God ! Had he but ſeen our times, where- 
< in the miſchief encreaſes fo vaſtly everyday , that the latter 
* days have always been ſharper and worſe than the former , 
* and ſhall always continue ſo. And this is to be underſtood, 


not onely of Diſcipline , but of Faith and Manners. + Video + Ibid. p.250». 


quod in Dottrinis, que Fidem, que Religionem , que bonos & ſalubres 
reſpiciunt Mores, vix invenietur in hac tempeſtate , rebus ut ſunt ma- 
nentibus , nec habito forti favore potentie ſecularis, terminatio debita , 
vel expedita juſtitia, Experto crede, &Cc. * I fee (ſays Gerſon) that in 
* thoſe Doctrines which have regard tothe Faith , to Religion , 
* to good and wholſome Manners , there will ſcarce be found ac 
* this time, as things ſtand, though we ſhould be backt by ſtrong 
© affiſtences of the ſecular Power , either a juſt determination , 
* or ſpeedy o__ Believe a man who has tryed it; &c. Such 
have the Complaints of good men concerning the Gene- 
rality of the Popiſh Clergy, and are ſtill in our days, eſpecially 


7i 


* Gerſon a- 
pud Richer, 
Ll. 2. þ. 262. 


concerning all thoſe that challenge the Governing part in Coun- ; Foiden's 


Lett. in Wal», 


cils. © I wiſh, fays © Dr. Holden, with all my heart, that with the gy, 7,56 xe- 
* loſs of my Bloud, I could blot- out of the Belief of —_ monfr. p. $24» 
EnCc 


* Loc Theols 
gict, lib. $o 
Laps 5+ 


An Hiſtorical Examination 


© enced men, that nothing but Intereſt and FaQion are preva- 
© [ent in the Court of Rome, we need not inſiſt upon the groſs 
© Ignorance of former Ages, when the leading men, as we have 
© ſeen in Pixs the Second, C#ſans and others, employed all their 
* knowledge and cunning to uphold a Faction, which made them 
© go off from one Party to another, as their Intereſt ſerved, and 
« uſe all the arts and ways of management which are wont ro be 
< uſed in ſecular affairs. 
3. This quite breaks the force of the Argument that is moſt 
troubleſome to a modeſt man, that he ſhould oppoſe his own 
judgment and the judgments of ſome few others perhaps, in com- 
pariſon to the Determination of ſo many Biſhops met in Coun- 
cil; we need but go to Nich. Clemanges Works, to Eſpencens 
upon the Epiſt. to Titzs, to the Centum Gravamina, to an entire 
ColleRion of Diſcourſes to this purpoſe, called Faſciculns rerum 
expetendarum & fugiendarum, Or to the Hiſtory of the Council of 
Trent , Or to the Concilium Deleftorum Cardinalium tO get rid of 
this Argument, which is ſo plauſibly urged by the Gaide, and runs 
through all his Diſcourſes : for if men will ſo apparently tran(- 
preſs all the meaſures of Right and Wrong, we have no reaſon to 
confide much in them about what is True and Falſe, when it is 
ſo much for their Intereſt ro uphold the opinion of Infallibility , 
which implies Induſtry and Abilities as well as Integrity. * 1e/- 
chior Canns aſſerts that Councils as well as Popes may err, unleſs 
they take care to uſe all due means in examining the DoEtines de- 
fined : That Councils have ſometimes acted by Intereſt and De- 
ſign is confeſſed on both hands; the onely Queſtion is, what and 
how many theſe Councils have been. He ſays indeed, that as for 
himſelf, he will never admit that any Pope or Council has not 
uſed all neceſſary diligence in determining Queſtions of Faith : 
But what matter is it, what he will admit , unleſs he will an- 
ſwer his own Arguments? if he will admit the Premiſles and de- 
ny the Concluſien, what is that to us? others of his Commu- 
nion will own that Popes have erred © Cathedra, and he owns, 
that Honorizs and other Popes have erred in matters of Faith : 
now 'tis but carrying the Argument one ſtep farther ( /»b/znr 
omnind cauſe eedem ) and General Councils may err in their De- 
finitions as well as Popes. His words, which are very remar- 
kable, are theſe 3 © So that we are not to look upon thoſe as the 
< Judgments of the Apoſtolick See , which are made in pe, 
maliti- 


of the Authority of Councils. 


* malitiouſly or —_ ay. bythe Pope alone, or by ſome 
" few of his Party z but tho to have ; 
© well examined, and by the eo of ſeveral wiſe Men : Now 
* we have the very (ame Rea mw ro ſay th ec wo of Councils, if 
* there be the ſame cauſe for it : for we ought not to think that 
., the og op Wo be miſtaken when he is aſleep, and 
ſhould ſpeak the truth when he is awake: | and that the Fa- 
* thers of a Council one ſhould go on right ſleeping or waking, 
©, and that they ſhould diſcern di ulties with their Eyes ſhut 
* or in the dark. It is ar) uſual thing, believe me, for al the 
* 7udges of the Church , when they pub ih their Decrees, to be 
© qriven on by a certain raſhneſs and ſuddenneſs of ] udgment, 
* as by a wind, ſo that they effe& nothing which may be loo- 
* ked upon as ſolid grave or certain. 


i Clemangis is yet r 3 © Upon whom ſhall my Spirit reſt, but Diſputat. ſu- 
* upon the humble man and him who trembles at my Word ? But if (as per mater, 
* our Lord bears witneſs) it onely reſts upon thoſe, then accor- _ General. 


* ding to the temper of this Age, there are in all probability j6,,,! 


« but few ſuch in our Councils. There are uſually in every Af: & _— 
* ſembly great numbers of carnal or worldly Men, ambitious pag 200- E. 


» » WP On Man, ſwelling with that humane knowledge 
2 jos up z, ſee therefore the neceſſity of believing that 
«tht Holy Spirit hw: always the upper-hand in Councils, when 
he minds of the Conſulters Ly reſiſt, and put a bar to 
—_ ma =_ might ee founder and more ſaving ef- 
- « fects; eſpecia Decrees of Councils pr for 
© the moſt —— the major part of the concurring Votes: 
'n Tat - wc poſitively, but by way of Inquiry, &c. 
But, ſays Bellarmin, it is a ſufficient evidence that a Council 
Robunt ener, if the Pope has confirmed ir, and his Confirmati- 
is the Criterion of a truly General Council, or rather of Infal- 
libilty for Councils whether general or particular, in Belar- 
min's 4 account cannot err, if the Pope once -C 


them. But firſt, Popes have confirmed Councils which are Andries, 
not acknowledged to be General , as we have ſeen of the Coun. #* * ©: 57 


cils of Conſtance and Baſil, nay, Liberius confirmed the Council 
of Sirmizxm which was Heretical. Secondly; This involves us 
yet in farther Difficulties: for theſe Men, who hold, that with- 
out the Pope's Confirmation no Councils can be legitimate, or 


of ſufficient / Authority to ke ; of Faith, are 
to: 


74 Ar Hi floricat Examination, &c. 


" Vid.Franciſc. to/this ,. that they aſſett it to be Dv Fide, thar rhe preſenc Pope, 
, Coriol. whoever he be, is Chriſt's true Vicar, and Succefſour to Saint 
—_ _ Perer , which is the general wn bel of the [es But how 
Carleton.cur- this DF when were (0 many Antipoyes for 
fr Thos. out, oe ety: can be 
. Tom, poſt el myo We Grounds is impotibl to un- 
Dip 24S —_— ould be arly defect in his Baptiſm, ei- 
- ther as. to the Form or the Intention of the Prieft, or if any 
thing. ſhould be amiſs in his Ele&ion or Confecration, he is by 
2 conſtitution of Nicholas the Second , by a Ball of Pixe the 
Fourth, and by a plain: and neceſfary ſary Conſs uence from their 
own avowed Principles, not a- Pope, but an Invader, and © 
be anathemarized arid withſtood «oy Chriſtian People. The 
French King: would not acknowledge Clement the Seventh for 
Pope, till the Cardinals inho cnoſohin) had fir on chat they pro- 
ceeded catonically, which yer * oy ve? fatisfie the Unveaſey 
: ON of Pars a the French Bellarmin * confeſſes, that 
fol ae, it is doubtfull whether ch fa Council of Pi/a, MGCECIXR. _ 
depoſed Gregsy the Tel {th , and ena þ e Thirernd), ad - 
elected Altsx [ were approved or not : but if it 
been certainly rejected, Alexander the : Sixth would cerfainly have 
ſiyſed, himſell, por 4 : nar yy 4 the Sixth, but the Fifth. And it 
fays he, almoſt the common opinion that Mex ander 
i, boſs Fifth ay, obs who ed him were true Popes. How- 
evet = Ne [= to the Popedom , theſe were 
mot gpl owned fo r ſuch. So that if a than can Extend 
his Faith Na an intricate bufine to all the circumſtances 
requiſite the pokleg.s hope duly qualified for the confirmari- 
on of a ouncil & 0 have no reaſon to make the leaſt ſcru- 
ple of w cope Council gs, fag (0 may as well-take 
the Counicils word,. and never "Goa the Popes confirmation. 
However the Infallibility ' atgetls reſolves itſelf in jus the 
eqs of Conteliar at laſt, and every wine man 
andnomoreof Carnal than his en thinks fit 
m_with;.. bo We the 7 feſuits ve ed where 
air, i ndlh ye genera 25 they 
pi Ae oy exp 
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and wil be lo arte _ An 
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ADDRBEND 2 


Page 10. line-14. before Cardinal Curtarenr add ; th 
form if es Proflfion of Fauh inthe Councd of cophe B08 
fion 39. ) mentions but eleven General Councils in 4.6 it 
gives higher reſpect to the firſt eight than to the reſt, and takes 

0 


'no moe of any more than one of Laterar, and one of Lyox: : 
Ego N. elettus in Papam onnipetent Deo, cagus Eccleſram ſyo prefidis 
regendam ſuſtipio, & beato Pety0- Apoſtalorumm. Principi , carde & org 
profitear ,, quam din in hac fragils vita conftituruy. fuexa z me firmiter 
credere & renere fanitam fidem Catholicams ſecundum. Fraditiones Apo- 
ftolorum & aliorum ſanttorum Patrum, maxime autem ſanttorum ofta 
Conciliorum generaliym , Viz. primi Niczni , ſecundi Conſtantino- 

litani , cerris Epheſini, quarri Calchedonenſis , quinti & ſexti 


ntinepolitavorum, , [egtimi irew Nicani , offav; - 
ConKtancinopoligani z vecnon Lateranenfis , Lugdunenks & Vi 
ennenlis, Generabum ctian Concidioruns. Et illans figen que ad «- 


Page 36. line 15. after noze of the three, adq 4 and at the end 
of the Fourth Eateran , Carauze pyts Explici Conciiigm Latera- 
nenſe primum. 


Page 42. line 10. leave out from except the forty fxth, to Chur- 
ches or Churchmen , line 17. in the room theref add , though it is 
not probable that that Council ſhould be quoted at large un- 
der the name of the General Council of the Lateran, without 
ſome particular note of diſtin&ion, either of the Popes name 
under whom it was called, or of the third Zaterax Council ; for 
this is the uſual way in Citations , and had been neceſſary here 
to diſtinguiſh it from the gthgr twqZaterax Councils ; bur if we 
ſuppoſe theſe Canons drawn up by Iznxcent the Third, after the 
Diſſolution of the Council, there could be no need of parricu- 
larizing the Council which had been fo lately held by himſelf: 
-and he cond be-rerfonably uadertiocd io mean. no than 
his own Council, unleſs he had ſpecified it 3 But farther yer, &c. 


Page 66. lin. »/t, But Mr. Schelftrate has one Argument which 


indeed is extraordinary, in that it makes a remarkable my 
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ADDEND A. 


of the: Artifices of the Court of Rome ;, for he aſſured the ſame 
Perſon,” that at the vey /ame time in which the neceſſity of 
+their Afairs olpiged P. Martin to confirm the Decrees of the 

Council of Baſil, he contrived a ſecret Bull, which in another 
Age might be made uſe of, to weaken the Authority of the ge- 
neral: Confirmation ; and withall, Mr. She!frate promiſed him 
a ſight of the original of this Bull. 


Page 50. lin. 27. after Biſhop of Rome, addz Though indeed 
he did revoke it as to its Exerciſe in the Kingdom of France, by 
declaring, that the Privileges of the Galica» Church were no 
ways infringed by it : Inter Extravag; Cap. Meruit, tit. de Privile- 
iis. 


CORRIGEND A. 


Pag. 3+ lin. 3. for, before Labbe, and the As of the ſecond Council are omitted 
by him o ak tf before Binius, and the As of the ſecond Council of Piſa are omit» 
ted by Labb& roo. p. 4+ |. 5- marg. for c. 6. r. c. 7. p. 669. p. 6. |. 2. Buxhornixe, 
r. Boxhorniue. p. 10. 1. 35. the quotation of Lawnoy ſhould be ſer _ Abraham 
Cretenſis. P. 12+ 1. 29+ I. make them ſo, theſe. p. 15. 1.31. r. young ſon Conſtantine. 
p- 18. |. 12. Ir. appear. P- 201.10. I. _ P- 27+ |. 14. dele; p.29. 1.9. r. why 

ought. /Þ- 30-1. 14+ dele own. p. 48. 1. 18. r. Emperours, to in. ibid. |. 34. 
for recalling; r. reconciling. p. $0. l. 26. for acceſſory, r.neceſſary. p.52- 1.11. marg- 
r. cap."3. P-'$4- L 38: marg. r. cap. 4+ P- 62+ 1. 14. for Church, r. Council. p. 68, 
1. 24. almyft, r. at the = 4 


